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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                        - - - - -
 3             MR. FARBES:  Good evening, Folks.  Let me
 4        ask you -- let me ask you to give me your
 5        attention.  We are going to start our quick
 6        program here.
 7             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
 8        representative -- legal representative for the
 9        owner of the Vista Park site.
10             I would like to start out first by
11        thanking Father Bishoy and the representatives
12        of his congregation.  They are now the people
13        who own this church.  It is his hospitality
14        that allows us to be here.
15             Father, thank you very much.
16             I would also like to begin this by letting
17        everyone know that this is the third of our
18        neighborhood meetings where we provide
19        information and updates to the neighbors -- to
20        the people who might feel affected by our
21        project, and I emphasize our project is the
22        remediation, which is the removal and
23        appropriate treatment of historic military
24        ordnance at the Vista Park site; that's going
25        to be our purpose this evening.
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 1             I want to begin by first recognizing
 2        visitors that we have here, and I will begin
 3        with the person that you all might know best,
 4        the Orlando City Commissioner for this region,
 5        Jim Gray, thank you very much for being here.
 6        We appreciate it.
 7             Also, there are representatives here
 8        tonight from Florida's Department of
 9        Environmental Protection, Tim Bahr, who is the
10        Assistant Division Director for Waste
11        Management; David Grabka, who is the
12        Remediation Project Manager; from the Central
13        District, someone who resides in your area,
14        Jeff Prather, who is the Central District
15        Director.  So thanks to everyone who is here.
16             We are going to present to you the current
17        status of remediation activity and do that by
18        putting it in a context for you.  If you look
19        at some of those boards, that's there, as well,
20        for where we have been, when we started, how we
21        progressed.  What you will see is the status of
22        the project and the activity that we have
23        undertaken to date.
24             So the participants with me here, Dr. Mike
25        Dennis from Breedlove, Dennis Associates, who
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 1        is our environmental and wetlands mitigation
 2        consultant; and two representatives from our
 3        remediation consultant, people who are actually
 4        clearing the munitions.  Greg Williams is the
 5        project director.  Dave Crossley is the project
 6        manager for Buffalo Restoration.
 7             So with all those introductions, let me
 8        just start by asking you to give your attention
 9        here.  Our presentation is around this issue,
10        the issue is World War II deposition of
11        munitions of what was then called the Pine
12        Castle Jeep Range.  We have a number of images.
13        If you have seen these presentations before,
14        these are the same ones, but these give you an
15        impression for what happened.  The most
16        important impression being that one, which is
17        all of those craters that were photographed in
18        1953 in the area that is now the Vista Park and
19        region neighborhood.  All of those bomb craters
20        were the result of historic high altitude
21        bombing activity, in addition to a whole
22        variety of other munitions training deposition
23        activity, so the next slide.
24             We are about resolving the risk associated
25        with, and the environmental contamination
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 1        conditions that have devolved from that World
 2        War II activity.
 3             So as I said before, the Pine Castle Jeep
 4        Range is the source of this.  Many of you who
 5        have lived in the neighborhood for some time
 6        will remember that in 2007, there was a
 7        discovery of munitions at the middle school
 8        that's adjacent to this church property.  That
 9        discovery resulted in the Corps of Engineers,
10        as the representative of United States coming
11        to this area, conducting a limited clearance
12        around the school and in areas that were
13        adjacent to the school.  They studied the site
14        through 2008.  They have not committed to a
15        date -- they being the United States -- and its
16        representatives to remediate the project site.
17             The Vista Park site is a privately owned
18        parcel.  It is owned by a single ownership
19        entity, and that parcel is in the center of the
20        historic bombing range.
21             For the owner's compliance with law, both
22        local law and state law and federal law, the
23        owner has elected to commence at its own
24        expense a cleanup of its property.  And in
25        order to carry out that cleanup and be sure
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 1        that it was consistent with federal and state
 2        law, the owner, with me as the owner's
 3        representative, went to the Florida Department
 4        of Environmental Protection, sought their
 5        authorization for a program for cleanup of the
 6        entire private parcel.  We have that approval
 7        by this document called a voluntary Cleanup
 8        Order, and that order is what we will be
 9        talking to you about, not in its detail, but to
10        show you how we are complying with the order to
11        accomplish cleanup of ordnance at the site.
12             Here is what you can expect.  It hasn't
13        really changed at all.  We will continue to
14        inform you about our progress.  There will
15        always be -- in the context of the voluntary
16        cleanup order, the VCO, there will always be
17        State Government oversight.  The Federal
18        Government is not involved in this process
19        because they have elected not to be involved in
20        the going forward of VCO compliance.
21        Neighbors, everyone in the area will see, and
22        you have seen undoubtedly equipment that comes
23        to the site.  There is some very large and very
24        significant equipment on the site.  This is the
25        most important element of what you can expect,
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 1        what is happening here.  In order to comply
 2        with the requirement of federal law, my client
 3        will routinely and on a periodic basis conduct
 4        meetings where the status of activity at the
 5        site and the work that's being accomplished in
 6        accord with the VCO will be reported to the
 7        neighborhood.
 8             Here is the site.  There is the church
 9        where we are right now.  The site is roughly
10        1600 acres.  The designations that you see here
11        were established by Buffalo Restoration.  They
12        will explain them in more detail to you.
13             Here is what we are doing in general.  In
14        general terms, we obtained the authorization of
15        Florida by the issuance of this VCO in June of
16        2015.  We gave the first notice that we
17        intended to comply with the requirements
18        prescribed in the VCO in November of 2015.  We
19        submitted a whole series of regulatory
20        compliance reporting respecting these things at
21        the site, so UMAM studies or something
22        Dr. Dennis will explain to you what it has to
23        do with the evaluation of wetland conditions,
24        reporting of those conditions, establishing
25        baselines associated with those conditions,
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 1        establishing GPS-related parameters for
 2        wetlands that are on the private property,
 3        submitting that and obtaining the approval for
 4        that, and then doing something called
 5        mitigation bank reservation.  What that in
 6        summary means is my client, the owner, has
 7        committed themselves to a VCO requirement.  To
 8        the extent wetlands are damaged, the damage to
 9        the wetlands must be mitigated.  Sometimes that
10        mitigation will be in the form of our conduct
11        before we leave.  But for the most part, that
12        mitigation is accomplished by us going to what
13        is called a bank for mitigation.  Florida has
14        established this.  It's been in existence for a
15        long time.  We have to buy wetlands
16        compensation credits for all wetlands that we
17        impact, so that's the process that we are going
18        through first.
19             Here is the process we will go through at
20        the end.  They are going to talk to you about
21        the middle.  When we finally complete the work,
22        the VCO requires us to compile every element of
23        our compliance into a single final completion
24        report.  We have to submit that to FDEP.  If
25        they accept it, the result of that acceptance
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 1        will be the issuance of FDEP's order notifying
 2        the owner that no further compliance action is
 3        required for ordnance remediation at this site.
 4        We also have to get -- we will request, and we
 5        have to get FDEP's approval for the site
 6        rehabilitation plan that they approved at the
 7        very beginning of this process in the VCO.
 8        Once we have a no further action order and a
 9        site rehabilitation completion order, the owner
10        will have cleared the site and received the
11        endorsement of FDEP for the way in which we
12        cleared the site of ordnance.
13             So that's the introduction.  Dr. Dennis is
14        going to talk to you about one aspect of the
15        wetlands remediation related to environmental
16        and wetlands activity.
17             MR. DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.
18             I would like to introduce Penny Copell, my
19        colleague and associate, who is working on this
20        project.
21             How many have been to these public
22        sessions before?  Anybody that hasn't been here
23        before?  Okay, a few of you.
24             I will give you the background, but I
25        don't want to bore you with some things that we
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 1        already covered.
 2             As Hubert said, before Greg and Dave can
 3        do any of their work, there were environmental
 4        conditions or studies that had to be done, and
 5        that's what we at Breedlove, Dennis &
 6        Associates have been tasked to do, so that's
 7        what I will report on.
 8             As Hubert said, the project site has been
 9        divided into different segments, Sector Alpha
10        through Golf, and the cleanup is progressing
11        generally along that, which Dave will tell you
12        more about, but we have been doing our studies
13        in relation to the VCO specifications following
14        the requirement there.
15             As Hubert said, there were certain
16        requirements that had to be done first, and
17        those, just briefly, we covered before, we had
18        to identify all of the wetlands on the site.
19        So we went out -- all of our wetland
20        scientists -- we went out and we flagged and we
21        recorded global position, GPS points, so we
22        have a full map where all the wetlands are on
23        the property site.  We had to give that to DEP,
24        and they had to approve that; that's all been
25        done.
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 1             And we also had to look at all of the
 2        wetlands and evaluate those for their
 3        functional value, whether they were a really
 4        well functioning wetland or maybe one that
 5        wasn't as well functioning, and we did that,
 6        and the State process for doing that is to do a
 7        Unified Mitigation Assessment Methodology,
 8        called UMAM, so we did that and evaluated all
 9        the wetlands on the site, gave them all a
10        score, and then turned that into our reviewers
11        of DEP.  They reviewed that and approved that.
12        So before we could do anything, we had to come
13        up with an evaluation of where the wetlands
14        were and where the -- what the value of those
15        wetlands were and arrive at some baseline
16        condition, so all of that was done.  That came
17        after we had done a lot of research on the
18        project looking at the databases and all of
19        that figured into the preliminary information
20        that we did going into this.  The -- all of
21        this is complete, and all of those preliminary
22        information documents were provided.
23             The site, as you all know, you are from
24        this -- this is your home.  This is your
25        neighborhood.  It's a site that's been in
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 1        active use for agricultural cattle production
 2        and timber and hunting clubs for many decades,
 3        and it consists of uplands and wetlands, so
 4        some of the uplands were pasture.  Some of the
 5        uplands were pine flat wood.  Some of the
 6        uplands were wetlands.  The wetlands onsite
 7        posed a significant challenge to folks doing
 8        the cleanup because their equipment, they will
 9        tell you about, has to be able to go over
10        non-water for the most part, be able to go
11        along the ground so that they can get a good
12        test and do their detection procedures.  So
13        because of that, we had to identify the
14        wetlands and identify where might be possible
15        munitions, and then those wetlands had to be
16        cleared so that the testing could be done.  The
17        wetlands onsite are typically shallow, shallow
18        depth Cypress wetlands, so most of the site
19        looks like wetlands of this nature.
20             It is dry now.  Dry as we have been since,
21        what, 1898, something like that, but they get
22        wet in the summertime with 12 to 18 inches
23        typically of water.
24             The other thing we have to do before each
25        sector, we have to do wildlife surveys.  So
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 1        this is taken from one of our helicopter
 2        wildlife surveys.  We do that for looking for
 3        wading birds, sandhill crane nests, Rook geese,
 4        so we do that before any sector is done.  So we
 5        already identified the wetlands, done all of
 6        that, and then we have to do a wildlife survey
 7        before a notice to commencement on a section
 8        can be done.
 9             The other thing besides the wading birds
10        are gopher tortoise surveys.  The site has
11        gopher tortoise.  That is a State-listed
12        species of special concern, so we go out, and
13        our purpose is not to relocate the gopher
14        tortoises off the site.  What our purpose is to
15        go and identify where they are, so we flag
16        them, put a yellow tape around it, and then we
17        coordinate with the folks from Buffalo to see
18        whether or not the tortoises are going to be in
19        harm's way.  Are they going to be in an area
20        that they are going to have to clear or maybe
21        dig up munitions if they find them?  So where
22        they are, then we go through the State process
23        with the Game Commission Gopher tortoise
24        biology and program, and we do 100 percent
25        survey, we turn that survey in.  It gets
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 1        evaluated, and we get a permit, and we relocate
 2        those tortoises that need to be relocated to an
 3        approved recipient site so that they won't be
 4        harmed in the process.
 5             Here is sort of what is associated with
 6        the VCO, and I have gone through what we have
 7        done there.  The significant thing I will tell
 8        you on this site is sort of where are we now.
 9        We have been through and studied sector A, B,
10        C, E and F, so those are the ones we have done
11        the wildlife surveys on, and we now are in the
12        process of completing our first post
13        remediation report.  That will be on Bravo's
14        sector, so we are going through, and we are
15        providing all the information -- the VCO
16        specifies what we have to put in that report,
17        and we are this close to having that report all
18        ready and finalized and being able to submit to
19        the folks at the DEP.  That's where we are on
20        our work to date.
21             In this slide, which you have seen before,
22        and it's on our board out there.  This is where
23        we tried to give you a visual so that you can
24        see at a glance where we are.  So each of these
25        colors is one of the sectors, so each of the
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 1        colors is a sector.  Each one of these blocks
 2        here describes an activity.  This is -- this
 3        one is wading bird surveys, colony sites.  This
 4        is a Florida sandhill crane survey block.  This
 5        is the gopher tortoise block, and then there
 6        are other blocks that have to do with the
 7        geophysical mapping and disposal and
 8        restoration of sites and so forth.  It all ends
 9        up at the end with what Hubert described was
10        the written notification and acceptance that
11        the site has been cleaned up, but what we try
12        to do on here is tell you where we are in the
13        process with a visual glance.
14             So if you -- let's take Bravo sector, the
15        one we are about to turn the report in on,
16        that's the green one, so this shows we have
17        completed this task on Bravo, and this task,
18        and this task, and this task, and this task,
19        and this task, and this task, and this task.
20        This is the owner submits the area specific
21        completion report, and we are about 80 to
22        90 percent finished with that.  And as part of
23        that post remediation wetland impact analysis,
24        we are just about through with that part, too.
25             That's where we are, and this shows you
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 1        what sectors we are working on and what we have
 2        done.  This space right here is Delta, that's
 3        one that we have not started on yet, Delta
 4        sector, and then we haven't started here on
 5        Golf.  That's what that is.  If you want to
 6        look at that at the end and review that in more
 7        detail, we can talk about it, but that's the
 8        purpose of this.
 9             So that's sort of where we are with the
10        environmental reviews.  We have been very
11        careful and diligent to follow the letter and
12        spirit of the VCO in every step, so everything
13        we have done we have turned in as appropriate
14        and reported to DEP, and they reviewed it and
15        signed off on the work that's been done on
16        wetlands and species, so that's where we are.
17             I will turn it over to Dave to talk to you
18        about the most important aspect of what we are
19        doing, the cleanup, and we can answer questions
20        at the end if you have any.
21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Thank you, Dr. Dennis.
22             As Mike said, I am Dave Crossley.  I am
23        the project manager of the site, and I am
24        overall responsible for the field activities
25        and the safety of the field activities.
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 1             I know you are probably getting tired of
 2        seeing this same map, but I wanted it up here
 3        for a specific reason.  Initially all of our
 4        sectors were squared off.  After starting the
 5        process, the Alpha and Bravo sectors, we
 6        determined it would probably be best if we
 7        cleared all the sectors away from the housing
 8        community prior to getting to the Golf sector,
 9        so the Golf sector, as you can see up there in
10        the upper left, will be the last sector we
11        complete.  The reason for that we want to
12        determine what is out there, and we are hoping,
13        as we get closer to the housing community,
14        there won't be as much ordnance and we can, you
15        know, adjust our activities to what is
16        happening there.
17             In our process, the first process, we
18        started the Alpha sector.  Our intention was to
19        analogue, search all of the swamp areas and
20        geophysically map all the upland areas,
21        clear-cut the upland areas and just analogue --
22        analogue is our UXO techs walking through the
23        swamps with analogue detectors searching for
24        items.  We assumed that there wouldn't be any
25        ordnance items in the swamps in the Alpha
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 1        sector, so we wouldn't have to cut them.  That
 2        didn't turn out to be true.  We found some
 3        ordnance items, so we are in the process of
 4        going back and removing some of the swamps,
 5        which I will explain to you later where we are
 6        doing that at.
 7             Our next process involves geophysics.
 8        After we cut the trees, the trees are cut with
 9        several different pieces of equipment.  We have
10        Feller Bunchers, large forestry equipment that
11        comes in and cuts all the upland trees off, and
12        we have remote operating vehicles that go into
13        areas that are hazardous to cut the trees off.
14             After the trees are cut off, which you can
15        see have been cleared here, we have several
16        platforms of geophysical equipment, and we use
17        two types.  We use EM locators, and we use
18        magnetic locators.  The EM locators, which are
19        timely flux locators, we map them first, and
20        they find all the shallow ordnance.  We dig
21        that up.  After that is done, and the QC
22        process is done, we go back and map it again
23        with the magnetic locator, which will find
24        anything that's deeper.  Basically, the depth,
25        if there is a bomb down there 25 feet, it will
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 1        locate it.
 2             Most of this equipment is equipment that
 3        we produce in-house.  The equipment in the
 4        middle is specifically for the swamps.  That's
 5        our mud ops.  It has a sled that floats, so we
 6        can go pretty much anywhere within reason with
 7        that piece of equipment.
 8             Again, the same map.  The reason we put
 9        this together, all the red dots are
10        ordnance-related items that we have recovered
11        to date.  We started in the Alpha sector, and
12        you can see we found items outside the Alpha
13        sector.  We assume, because we don't know for
14        sure based on our research, there shouldn't
15        have been anything out there, but this area of
16        Alpha sector had been filled, so we are
17        assuming that they pushed dirt from in here,
18        out here and moved ordnance items with it, so
19        these have been cleared.
20             Again, our original intention wasn't to
21        clear the swamp areas in Alpha and Bravo,
22        except in the targeted areas.  The target areas
23        go from about here and kind of loop down this
24        way, and that's the target areas where we knew
25        we were going to have to clear-cut the swamps
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 1        to map them.  After we started finding ordnance
 2        items outside of this, we developed a range fan
 3        based on the items we found 75 millimeters,
 4        37 millimeters and fuses -- some bomb fuses we
 5        found in those areas, so we developed,
 6        basically, what we determined the shot in this
 7        area here, a range band.  So now we are
 8        clearcutting the swamps in this entire area and
 9        in the range area.  The swamps will be left
10        down at the bottom.
11             UXO and munitions debris found to date in
12        all the sectors we found 2.36-inch rockets,
13        which was commonly known as the bazooka.  I am
14        not sure we found any live bazooka rockets yet,
15        but we are still in Alpha area and cleaning
16        that up, and we expect to find more.
17             We found 75 MM high explosive rounds, the
18        white phosphorus rounds, and the high explosive
19        anti-tank projectiles we found several of each
20        of those.  Several six to eight to ten to
21        twenty to 37 MM projectiles we found.  Rifle
22        grenades, these were all fired from the same
23        area in the Alpha sector.  3.5-inch rocket
24        warheads that were fired from aircraft, 5-inch
25        rockets and fuses that were also aircraft fired
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 1        from the ground and from the sky.  We found
 2        general purpose bomb base fuses and
 3        fragmentation, which leads us to believe that
 4        there are bombs out there.  And 4-pound
 5        incendiary bombs, this is the one we found in
 6        Charlie sector, we found over 600 that were
 7        live, and I have some pictures of these after
 8        this.  20-pound practice bombs, we found
 9        several of those.  I think we are blowing some
10        of them up tomorrow.  And as of this meeting, a
11        total of 658 actual UXO live items.
12             This is the 2.36-inch rocket.  It is a
13        shoulder-fired weapon, as you can see here.
14        These are actual pictures on the range, they
15        shot here, so we know they are here.  This is
16        what it looks like when they load it.  These
17        are what they look like when we find them, and
18        these are all potential explosive warheads.
19             37 MM projectiles fired from aircraft and
20        from the ground, practice armament.  This is
21        what it looks like when it's belted up and
22        ready to go.  This is what they look like when
23        we find them.  They don't look like much.  You
24        can see the hole in this one.  It's impossible
25        to tell from looking at these if they are high
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 1        explosive or practice, so we use shape charges
 2        and punch a hole through them to either
 3        detonate them or make sure they are practice.
 4             Rifle grenades, this was the infantryman's
 5        favorite weapon.  This happens to be a
 6        shape-charged rifle grenade for anti-tank,
 7        which we found pieces of those, so we know they
 8        are out there.  As tank armament got bigger,
 9        they didn't work, so the infantrymen didn't
10        like it after that.
11             75 MM projectiles, these we found down in
12        the Alpha and Bravo sectors, which kind of
13        surprised us, we didn't figure we would find 75
14        MM projectiles in those areas.  Again, this is
15        what it looks like before it is fired.  This is
16        what it looks like when we found them.  Some of
17        them we found actually with fuses on them.
18        This is the fuse, and we detonated all of
19        these.
20             Aircraft rockets, we got the 5-inch rocket
21        and the 3.5-inch rocket.  We found these out
22        there.  These happen to be anti-submarine
23        rockets or anti-tank rockets because they are
24        hardened rockets.
25             This is the one we like the most, the
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 1        general purpose bomb, we found base fuses for
 2        bombs out there, and we found fragments from
 3        high explosive bombs out there.  This is what
 4        it looks like pre-dropped.  This is what it
 5        looks like after it detonates, which leads us
 6        to believe they are still out there.
 7             And we really haven't gotten up into the
 8        bombing area yet, but we are expecting to find
 9        multiple bombs.
10             These are the 20-pound practice bombs.
11        These are the way we find them, couple feet
12        deep generally.  You can see the smoke hole
13        right here, this is in our demo pit getting
14        ready to detonate them.  The reason we have to
15        detonate them, even though they are practice,
16        this is a black powder bag charge inside the
17        round, and generally this is a small steel
18        plate that is on here and rusts away, so you
19        can see inside there, and you can see the black
20        powder bag is still inside there.  The reason I
21        like to show people this is the potential of
22        this one hurting someone is much higher than a
23        high explosive bomb.  Black powder is much more
24        sensitive, and it becomes more sensitive over
25        time.  So if someone would happen to pick up
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 1        one of these pretty little things and make a
 2        paperweight and jostle it around, it could hurt
 3        you.
 4             These are the A&M 50 and A&M 54 fire
 5        bombs.  This is in the upper Charlie sector.
 6        This is -- I don't know if you can see the
 7        little yellow flags out here.  After we do
 8        geophysical mapping, our VFR team with
 9        geophysics goes out there and plants those
10        flags.  Each one of those flags is a hit that
11        our teams dig up.  We dug up approximately 400
12        to 500 of these in one target area, and these
13        are all live.  These all have fuses.  These are
14        all live and ready to go.  The way these
15        function, and I like to show these too because
16        these are all over out there, and anybody
17        walking around out there could pick this up not
18        knowing what it is because it looks like a
19        stick, like a metal stick.  Makes a good hammer
20        actually.  These all come with a fuzz.  The
21        fuzz is right here.  It has a fast-fire charge,
22        and the way these fuses operate is when it is
23        dropped from the aircraft, they drop them in
24        bundles.  They all get dropped out, and the
25        bundles separate, there is small plunger right
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 1        here, and the plunger comes out, and that arms
 2        the fuse.  Then it has a free-floating weight
 3        behind that with a firing pin.  When that
 4        free-floating weight, when it hits the ground
 5        and hits that firing pin, it will ignite the
 6        first fire charge, and it will ignite the
 7        thermal.
 8             SHERRY BURNS:  Are these all from the
 9        naval base?
10             MR. CROSSLEY:  The naval base?
11             SHERRY BURNS:  Yeah, there is a naval base
12        over there, so they dropped bombs here to test?
13             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not sure exactly where
14        they came from to drop the ordnance items here,
15        but I would assume they took off from over
16        there, yes, and armed over there.
17             They filled these with different thermate
18        and thermite.  Thermite didn't work so well
19        because thermite, when it burns, it burns like
20        a candle and just makes a fire.  They offered
21        to put thermate in there, which bubbles and
22        sputters as it burns, which is what they are
23        trying to do is catch things on fire, so they
24        work quite well.
25             The problem they had early on was firemen
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 1        would come out there and pick these up and
 2        scoot them away and not burn things up.  So to
 3        combat that, they put an explosive charge in
 4        the end of it.  They started out with a black
 5        powder charge, and then they started putting
 6        tetryl in there, a high explosive.  With
 7        different time things on there, it could be
 8        anywhere from one second to ten seconds to ten
 9        minutes when it detonates, you don't know.
10             The reason I am telling you all this is
11        these are quite hazardous, and they are all
12        over out there.  We really don't want anybody
13        out there picking these up.  Like I said, we
14        have destroyed over 600 of these already, and
15        we have had some teenagers walking around on
16        our property out there, I am not assuming they
17        are looking for something like this, if they
18        see it, they may think it's neat and take it
19        home.
20             One of the reasons that we are
21        clearcutting the swamps, this is an actual
22        Cypress tree, and I believe, Doc, you told me
23        how old this tree was, told one of my guys this
24        was an older Cypress tree, could be very old.
25        The diameter of the tree doesn't matter.  It's
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 1        where it is at as to how old it is, but this is
 2        a fire bomb that was inside this tree.  It was
 3        sticking through this tree.  I actually took a
 4        saw and cut it out and destroyed it.  We didn't
 5        want to remove the tree with it in there
 6        because there is potential for our equipment to
 7        get burned up doing that, so we took that out.
 8             I think pretty much that's it.  That's our
 9        process, that's what we are finding out there.
10             Any questions.
11             SHERRY BURNS:  I think we had the
12        assumption that the church area had been
13        cleared of bombs; is that not right?
14             MR. CROSSLEY:  I know it's been cleared by
15        the Army Corps of Engineers, I believe.
16             SHERRY BURNS:  Because they wouldn't have
17        built here otherwise, would they?
18             MR. FARBES:  Please mention your name for
19        the record.
20             SHERRY BURNS:  My name is Sherry Burns.
21             MR. FARBES:  Ms. Burns, what I would say
22        to you in response is this:  There has been a
23        Corps of Engineers time critical removal
24        action; that's what they call it in the
25        regulations.  The acronym is TCRA, the time
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 1        critical removal action initiated by the Corps
 2        in 2007 was intended to address the ordnance
 3        that was discovered near the schools.  It was
 4        not intended to clear the entire area.  So if
 5        you were to ask a representative of the Corps,
 6        I think they would say to you they cleared the
 7        area.  They were designated to clear.
 8             SHERRY BURNS:  So we don't really know?
 9             MR. FARBES:  We don't really know, that's
10        exactly correct.
11             Any other questions we can answer for you?
12        If you like to use a microphone, I will have to
13        ask you to go over here.  We do have a
14        microphone, if you feel more comfortable --
15             SHERRY BURNS:  I can talk loud.
16             MR. FARBES:  You didn't have any problem
17        projecting.
18             SHERRY BURNS:  We had the assumption that
19        it was clear.
20             MR. FARBES:  That's why I answered as I
21        did.
22             Can I answer any other questions about any
23        aspect of the presentation h.
24             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran, which
25        area was the bombing?  Which sector was the big


Legal Realtime Reporting







Page 29


 1        area you said was the bombing range?
 2             MR. CROSSLEY:  The major impact area comes
 3        from here, and we have actually circled the
 4        major targets to eliminate the major impact
 5        area, and I wish I had that slide, but it,
 6        basically, comes around like this, comes up,
 7        and it goes kind of this way, so it's the upper
 8        two-thirds of the property pretty much.
 9             MALE SPEAKER:  So the Foxtrot area you
10        haven't cleared yet?
11             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Foxtrot area we just
12        started clearing timber.  We have done
13        preliminary clearance in there, activities in
14        there, so our machines can get in there.
15             If you take a look at the poster out
16        there, you can see what we have done in what
17        sector.  We are doing this in phases for
18        economic reasons because the timber removal
19        equipment is quite expensive, so we are trying
20        to get all of that done so we can move in and
21        clear everything out and get them out of here
22        and get that cost off the books.
23             SHERRY BURNS:  So how many million will it
24        take to get rid of the munitions?
25             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not at liberty to say.
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 1             SHERRY BURNS:  Quite a few, right?
 2             MR. FARBES:  Yes, ma'am, could you give us
 3        your name first.
 4             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  Yes, my name is
 5        Ethyl Welling-Trape (phonetic).  My question is
 6        up at the top at Golf and Foxtrot, that's near
 7        where this church is, correct?
 8             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am, it is right
 9        here.
10             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  So it was my
11        understanding that prior to creating this whole
12        area, this Warwick area, that was all cleaned
13        out by the Army of Engineers (sic), and so I am
14        just trying to understand how there are so
15        many -- there is the area -- just clarify for
16        me.  If this is the area that's already been
17        cleared, how is this the area that you are
18        concerned about?  Am I making sense?
19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  This property
20        for our client has been cleared, in part, by
21        the Army Corps of Engineers, if I can say
22        that -- go ahead, Greg.
23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we had time critical
24        removal action, the Army Corps actually only
25        addressed 69 acres up here, pretty well along
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 1        this road here and to there, and that's all
 2        that they did address, but the problem they had
 3        is they say we are only going to clear to
 4        4-foot, or we are only going to clear to the
 5        water table, and so what's happening is
 6        anything that's deeper -- and sometimes the
 7        water table might be an inch deep, as you know,
 8        and so we are doing it again.  We have done a
 9        little bit of work in there, and there are
10        still things in there.  They didn't actually
11        address any other part of the property at the
12        time.  They did a study to see what they could
13        find on the property, and that's what we based
14        some of our initial things on.
15             SHERRY BURNS:  Is that residential
16        property over here?
17             MR. FARBES:  Let me be specific.  This
18        lady asked a question about the Warwick
19        subdivision.  The Warwick subdivision is over
20        here.  It is outside of this property.  This is
21        only the private property owned by the
22        Mockingbird owners.
23             Other questions?
24             Yes, sir, could you give us your name
25        first?
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 1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Frank Sebastian.  Couple
 2        questions, when did Mockingbird acquire the
 3        parcel?
 4             MR. FARBES:  In 1956.
 5             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And when they acquired
 6        it, they weren't aware it had been a bombing
 7        range?
 8             MR. FARBES:  When they acquired the
 9        property, I believe everyone in the area knew
10        it had been a historic military reservation.
11        It was not on enclave of the Federal
12        Government.  It was a leasehold, but the
13        representations made in the record, and the
14        data available in the record indicated that the
15        United States Army had cleared the property of
16        ordnance, so that's what people believed.  I
17        think that's what the owner of the property --
18        the owner of the property remained a private
19        land owner throughout all of World War II when
20        the property was being used as a bombing range.
21        When the property was returned to the private
22        landlord, all the records indicate -- there was
23        actually a lawsuit associated with this -- but
24        the records indicate the private owner thought
25        the property had been cleaned.
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 1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Just one other
 2        question --
 3             MR. FARBES:  Sure.
 4             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  -- for a period of time,
 5        that has been used for cattle.  There have been
 6        cattle grazing out there?
 7             MR. FARBES:  Yes, sir, historically there
 8        was a lot -- there was cattle grazing, and
 9        there was a level of farming, a level of
10        farming.
11             MR. CROSSLEY:  And a hunting preserve.
12             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And during any of that
13        time, any record of cows being blown up?
14             MR. FARBES:  No, there is no record of
15        damage to any of the farm animals.  There is,
16        what I would call, an oral history record.
17        People talk about incidents -- they are not
18        documented -- incidents where something blew
19        up.  Someone fired at something, and instead of
20        hitting the ground, there was an explosion.
21        Someone ran a piece of farm equipment over
22        something, there was an explosion.  There is
23        one currently-documented incident from 2002
24        where a farmhand operating a piece of farm
25        equipment hit something.  He got out of his
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 1        cab, the cab of the vehicle, to look to see
 2        what the implement hit.  He saw something.  The
 3        people from Buffalo say that what he saw was a
 4        four-pound incendiary bomb.  He saw something
 5        that was smoking.  He kicked it.  When it
 6        turned over, he saw it burning.  He turned and
 7        got back in his cab and drove the vehicle
 8        forward, and there was an explosion that
 9        flattened the trees in the area, so had it not
10        been a fuse incendiary bomb with a longer term
11        fuse, it would have killed him, so that's the
12        sort of thing that the project owner wants to
13        utilize the property and say something has to
14        be done about this.  There has been a lot of
15        dialogue about whether that would be initiated
16        by the Federal Government or not.  The
17        conclusion of that was the property owner had
18        to do it, and that's why the process is what we
19        described to you.
20             Yes, sir, give us your name.
21             DONALD TRAWICK:  Donald Trawick.
22             What is the total timeline of the cleanup?
23             MR. FARBES:  The cleanup is scheduled to
24        be completed in the spring or the summer of
25        2018.  The schedule is still generally on
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 1        track, but the schedule is driven by what the
 2        contractor finds, so we don't know what's going
 3        to be found, if it's a lot, or if it's
 4        something that takes a long time to remediate
 5        it will take longer to finish.
 6             Other questions.
 7             LISA AYERS:  Lisa Ayers.
 8             I have a question, David, in the Golf
 9        section, were there munitions found in there?
10        Because I thought there was a slide that you
11        had at the last meeting that showed where they
12        all were?
13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not by us.
14             LISA AYERS:  Not by you.
15             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Corps of Engineers
16        located items there.
17             GREG WILLIAMS:  They denotated 246 items
18        in the top left corner.
19             LISA AYERS:  You haven't surveyed that
20        yet?
21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not yet.
22             GREG WILLIAMS:  We took a quick look in
23        there.
24             MR. CROSSLEY:  We did an initial survey
25        with some geo-equipment.  The geophysical
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 1        equipment we ran over there just to see if
 2        there is stuff there, but it only tells us
 3        there is metal in the ground.  We don't know
 4        what that stuff is until we dig it up, and we
 5        haven't dug anything up yet.
 6             LISA AYERS:  So we don't really know yet?
 7             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are assuming there will
 8        be items in there.
 9             LISA AYERS:  Thank you.
10             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?
11             Yes, ma'am.
12             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  I am just wondering
13        about the metal being in the ground and its
14        impact on the water for long durations, and
15        what is the possibility of its impact in our
16        community, and what would be done to prevent
17        whatever disease or some type of contamination?
18             MR. CROSSLEY:  That's a very good
19        question.  We have contracted, and part of the
20        VCO is to put monitoring wells on the site.
21        Currently we have -- since we have been here,
22        we have put 14 monitoring wells on the site,
23        and I believe there is six more, so the water
24        is being monitored for any possible
25        contaminant, and so far I don't believe they
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 1        found any.
 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  And we take soil samples,
 3        and we are taking service water samples -- so
 4        we are taking soil samples in each sector,
 5        service water samples, along with the
 6        groundwater samples.  So we are testing for
 7        metals, what are called the rip-rack metals,
 8        and we haven't had anything yet.  So far as we
 9        go further up as we hit ordnance areas, we
10        continue testing.  And to date, there has been
11        nothing.
12             MR. FARBES:  Jim.
13             MR. PRATHER:  Jeff Prather, the water that
14        would be provided at your homes, will be
15        provided by utility, which isn't getting water
16        from this location, that's something we
17        regulate, so we make sure you always have a
18        safe supply of water coming in your community.
19             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?
20             LISA AYERS:  I have one, Lisa Ayers again.
21             I just wanted to make sure that that --
22        that swath of trees that run along the fence
23        there is -- that's still in the plan to keep,
24        right?  Because I have noticed that when you
25        are -- the clearing has just taken out all of
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 1        the trees in the land that's already been
 2        cleared.
 3             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are going to do
 4        everything we can to leave them, yes.
 5             LISA AYERS:  You will do everything you
 6        can?
 7             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  But if we find
 8        ordnance in there, they are going to have to be
 9        removed.  We have no choice.  We can't dig
10        under them, it just doesn't work.
11             LISA AYERS:  So you will be clearing or
12        checking right up to that fence line?
13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.
14             LISA AYERS:  Well, leave my trees, please.
15             MALE SPEAKER:  Yes.  Where is all this
16        excess water from where you are going to clear
17        off all this land and stuff?  Where is this
18        water going to go?
19             MR. CROSSLEY:  It's not going anywhere.
20             MALE SPEAKER:  It goes into a drainage
21        area, right?
22             MR. CROSSLEY:  The natural flow of the
23        water we have to restore at the end of this,
24        and we are restoring as we go.  We haven't
25        changed the direction of the water flow off the
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 1        property.  It is flowing the same way it always
 2        has.
 3             MALE SPEAKER:  We are over here at Lee
 4        Vista, and the wetlands butt right up to the
 5        back of our place, and it's wet.  So with all
 6        this water here, is any of this water shedding
 7        off going to be going into that wetland, or
 8        does it have its own wetlands?
 9             MR. CROSSLEY:  It has its own.  We have no
10        drainage going anywhere, other than what was
11        here when we got here.  In fact, the one area
12        that is draining we put up barriers to capture
13        silt and things in case we do disturb the soil
14        or whatever, and we haven't had any silt go
15        there yet, but we are protecting that.  We are
16        required to do that.
17             MALE SPEAKER:  So we don't need to worry
18        about it coming up into the back door?
19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not at all.
20             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran,
21        question for the doctor.  Is there a site that
22        we can view the mapping where the wetlands are?
23             MR. DENNIS:  We have that information.  I
24        think it's on the website.  There is a wetland
25        map on the website, I believe.
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 1             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And will they stay once
 2        it is wetlands because our property abuts
 3        conservation land that is wetland?
 4             MR. DENNIS:  The way the process is
 5        envisioned, and the way the VCO directs is that
 6        this project is not authorized to fill any
 7        wetlands, and this goes to your water storage
 8        question, also.  If this is the boundary of the
 9        wetland, we have them here.  It is a little bit
10        messy, but the green areas are the delineated
11        wetlands on the property.
12             BARBARA COCHERAN:  So ours isn't
13        delineated as a wetland, but it is.  It's up in
14        the G, the narrow G part.  It's not delineated
15        on the map, but when you look at our property,
16        it is in the narrow part of the G towards the
17        eastern side up at the top and toward the
18        right.  That whole section is part of G, and
19        ours, I think, is a little bit -- ours is just
20        on the other side of the school, east of the
21        school, and there is wetlands between us and
22        the school, but there is also wetlands behind
23        us, and I don't see the wetlands delineated on
24        that.
25             RICH BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  There is
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 1        another parcel separating our property to the
 2        back.  There is a smaller strip parcel there
 3        that is not owned by us, so you will still have
 4        that buffer because we're not planning to
 5        encroach into someone else's property.
 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a wetland here,
 7        and this is the school.
 8             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And then there is the
 9        wetland that runs east to west.  It's not shown
10        on there.
11             GREG WILLIAMS:  Above the fence.
12             MR. DENNIS:  This is just on this
13        property.  We didn't map the wetlands off the
14        property.
15             BARBARA COCHERAN:  It looked like it
16        ran -- from what I can tell, it looked like it
17        ran into that section, so I am just curious if,
18        one, it could be moved, and two, where they
19        were?
20             MR. DENNIS:  The VCO does not address
21        anything outside of the property boundary, so
22        anything outside, there won't be any impact to.
23             And it's important to note that, again,
24        the only reason that any of the Cypress domes
25        are being cut is to be able to do the testing,
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 1        and then to be able to remove the UXO ordnance.
 2        I have watched the work with these guys, they
 3        do everything they can to not have to go
 4        through that time and expense and effort to cut
 5        the Cypress trees.  What they do is they look
 6        in the uplands right up to the edge of the
 7        Cypress, and then they look on the other side.
 8        And if they are finding things on both sides
 9        and they have the 1943 aerials that show the
10        bombing run was right across there, it is to a
11        high probability there is something there, and
12        then they have to clear them.
13             But the wetlands -- the boundaries of the
14        wetlands are to stay the same, and we're not
15        filling the wetlands, so the water should stay
16        there.  Once it starts raining again, like
17        today, it should start filling up.  You are
18        going to still have wetlands there.  They are
19        going to be, you know, temporarily not Cypress
20        wetlands, but they will be marsh, and then we
21        expect that there will be copsing from the
22        Cypress stumps because the way they have been
23        doing this, they have just been cutting them
24        off at the ground level, and typically Cypress
25        will send up copses, new sprouts from there, so
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 1        that's what we are hoping will happen over
 2        time, but, you know, the plan is to still have
 3        the wetlands there, so I suspect that we are
 4        going to have a lot of wading bird activity out
 5        there with the marshes and so forth when the
 6        wetlands fill up.
 7             MR. FARBES:  Any other questions?
 8             All right.  Well, what I would like to do
 9        is thank everyone for coming.  If you go to the
10        last slide, Penny, the website for the Vista
11        Park project, which the owner maintains and
12        will continue to maintain through the
13        completion of VCO compliance is that address.
14        You can go to that website.  It contains, for
15        example, the transcript.  It will contain the
16        transcript of this meeting along with the
17        exhibits that we showed at this meeting.  It
18        contains a number of the significant activity
19        records that we have reported on to you over
20        the course of the process so far.
21             RICH BROCK:  It will maintain the
22        notifications for any time munitions will be
23        imploding, and we still maintain that on
24        Thursday if we do that activity.
25             MR. FARBES:  Let me make sure everyone
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 1        heard that.  The website does contain the
 2        schedule for munitions treatment.  The regular
 3        schedule for munitions treatment is on Thursday
 4        of each week, but there are circumstances where
 5        a significant munitions item may have to be,
 6        what is called, blown in place.  They will make
 7        a notice on the website before that is done, so
 8        all those circumstances represent our practices
 9        to try to make sure the neighbors are aware
10        before there is a significant demolition event.
11        As I said, that's been happening every week,
12        every Thursday in the middle of the day.  I
13        dare say based on certainly my experience it's
14        been happening, but you probably didn't know
15        about it because they have done a fabulous job
16        of their mitigation of noise and noise
17        consequences.  Everything that is blown on the
18        regular schedule is blown at a location where
19        they are able to encapsulate the explosives, so
20        it's not like what happened back in 2007 with
21        the Corps because I have seen those pictures.
22             So thank you again for attending.  We
23        appreciate your interest.  We will continue to
24        notify you when we have additional activities
25        that motivate us to let everyone know what the
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 1        progress status is.  It will likely be in the
 2        next three or four months.
 3             Thanks again for attending.
 4             (Time ended 7:30 p.m.)
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 1            P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                  - - - - -
 3       MR. FARBES: Good evening, Folks.  Let me
 4  ask you -- let me ask you to give me your
 5  attention.  We are going to start our quick
 6  program here.
 7       My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
 8  representative -- legal representative for the
 9  owner of the Vista Park site.
10       I would like to start out first by
11  thanking Father Bishoy and the representatives
12  of his congregation.  They are now the people
13  who own this church.  It is his hospitality
14  that allows us to be here.
15       Father, thank you very much.
16       I would also like to begin this by letting
17  everyone know that this is the third of our
18  neighborhood meetings where we provide
19  information and updates to the neighbors -- to
20  the people who might feel affected by our
21  project, and I emphasize our project is the
22  remediation, which is the removal and
23  appropriate treatment of historic military
24  ordnance at the Vista Park site; that's going
25  to be our purpose this evening.
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 1       I want to begin by first recognizing
 2  visitors that we have here, and I will begin
 3  with the person that you all might know best,
 4  the Orlando City Commissioner for this region,
 5  Jim Gray, thank you very much for being here.
 6  We appreciate it.
 7       Also, there are representatives here
 8  tonight from Florida's Department of
 9  Environmental Protection, Tim Bahr, who is the
10  Assistant Division Director for Waste
11  Management; David Grabka, who is the
12  Remediation Project Manager; from the Central
13  District, someone who resides in your area,
14  Jeff Prather, who is the Central District
15  Director.  So thanks to everyone who is here.
16       We are going to present to you the current
17  status of remediation activity and do that by
18  putting it in a context for you.  If you look
19  at some of those boards, that's there, as well,
20  for where we have been, when we started, how we
21  progressed.  What you will see is the status of
22  the project and the activity that we have
23  undertaken to date.
24       So the participants with me here, Dr. Mike
25  Dennis from Breedlove, Dennis Associates, who
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 1  is our environmental and wetlands mitigation
 2  consultant; and two representatives from our
 3  remediation consultant, people who are actually
 4  clearing the munitions.  Greg Williams is the
 5  project director.  Dave Crossley is the project
 6  manager for Buffalo Restoration.
 7       So with all those introductions, let me
 8  just start by asking you to give your attention
 9  here.  Our presentation is around this issue,
10  the issue is World War II deposition of
11  munitions of what was then called the Pine
12  Castle Jeep Range.  We have a number of images.
13  If you have seen these presentations before,
14  these are the same ones, but these give you an
15  impression for what happened.  The most
16  important impression being that one, which is
17  all of those craters that were photographed in
18  1953 in the area that is now the Vista Park and
19  region neighborhood.  All of those bomb craters
20  were the result of historic high altitude
21  bombing activity, in addition to a whole
22  variety of other munitions training deposition
23  activity, so the next slide.
24       We are about resolving the risk associated
25  with, and the environmental contamination
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 1  conditions that have devolved from that World
 2  War II activity.
 3       So as I said before, the Pine Castle Jeep
 4  Range is the source of this.  Many of you who
 5  have lived in the neighborhood for some time
 6  will remember that in 2007, there was a
 7  discovery of munitions at the middle school
 8  that's adjacent to this church property.  That
 9  discovery resulted in the Corps of Engineers,
10  as the representative of United States coming
11  to this area, conducting a limited clearance
12  around the school and in areas that were
13  adjacent to the school.  They studied the site
14  through 2008.  They have not committed to a
15  date -- they being the United States -- and its
16  representatives to remediate the project site.
17       The Vista Park site is a privately owned
18  parcel.  It is owned by a single ownership
19  entity, and that parcel is in the center of the
20  historic bombing range.
21       For the owner's compliance with law, both
22  local law and state law and federal law, the
23  owner has elected to commence at its own
24  expense a cleanup of its property.  And in
25  order to carry out that cleanup and be sure
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 1  that it was consistent with federal and state
 2  law, the owner, with me as the owner's
 3  representative, went to the Florida Department
 4  of Environmental Protection, sought their
 5  authorization for a program for cleanup of the
 6  entire private parcel.  We have that approval
 7  by this document called a voluntary Cleanup
 8  Order, and that order is what we will be
 9  talking to you about, not in its detail, but to
10  show you how we are complying with the order to
11  accomplish cleanup of ordnance at the site.
12       Here is what you can expect.  It hasn't
13  really changed at all.  We will continue to
14  inform you about our progress.  There will
15  always be -- in the context of the voluntary
16  cleanup order, the VCO, there will always be
17  State Government oversight.  The Federal
18  Government is not involved in this process
19  because they have elected not to be involved in
20  the going forward of VCO compliance.
21  Neighbors, everyone in the area will see, and
22  you have seen undoubtedly equipment that comes
23  to the site.  There is some very large and very
24  significant equipment on the site.  This is the
25  most important element of what you can expect,
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 1  what is happening here.  In order to comply
 2  with the requirement of federal law, my client
 3  will routinely and on a periodic basis conduct
 4  meetings where the status of activity at the
 5  site and the work that's being accomplished in
 6  accord with the VCO will be reported to the
 7  neighborhood.
 8       Here is the site.  There is the church
 9  where we are right now.  The site is roughly
10  1600 acres.  The designations that you see here
11  were established by Buffalo Restoration.  They
12  will explain them in more detail to you.
13       Here is what we are doing in general.  In
14  general terms, we obtained the authorization of
15  Florida by the issuance of this VCO in June of
16  2015.  We gave the first notice that we
17  intended to comply with the requirements
18  prescribed in the VCO in November of 2015.  We
19  submitted a whole series of regulatory
20  compliance reporting respecting these things at
21  the site, so UMAM studies or something
22  Dr. Dennis will explain to you what it has to
23  do with the evaluation of wetland conditions,
24  reporting of those conditions, establishing
25  baselines associated with those conditions,
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 1  establishing GPS-related parameters for
 2  wetlands that are on the private property,
 3  submitting that and obtaining the approval for
 4  that, and then doing something called
 5  mitigation bank reservation.  What that in
 6  summary means is my client, the owner, has
 7  committed themselves to a VCO requirement.  To
 8  the extent wetlands are damaged, the damage to
 9  the wetlands must be mitigated.  Sometimes that
10  mitigation will be in the form of our conduct
11  before we leave.  But for the most part, that
12  mitigation is accomplished by us going to what
13  is called a bank for mitigation.  Florida has
14  established this.  It's been in existence for a
15  long time.  We have to buy wetlands
16  compensation credits for all wetlands that we
17  impact, so that's the process that we are going
18  through first.
19       Here is the process we will go through at
20  the end.  They are going to talk to you about
21  the middle.  When we finally complete the work,
22  the VCO requires us to compile every element of
23  our compliance into a single final completion
24  report.  We have to submit that to FDEP.  If
25  they accept it, the result of that acceptance
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 1  will be the issuance of FDEP's order notifying
 2  the owner that no further compliance action is
 3  required for ordnance remediation at this site.
 4  We also have to get -- we will request, and we
 5  have to get FDEP's approval for the site
 6  rehabilitation plan that they approved at the
 7  very beginning of this process in the VCO.
 8  Once we have a no further action order and a
 9  site rehabilitation completion order, the owner
10  will have cleared the site and received the
11  endorsement of FDEP for the way in which we
12  cleared the site of ordnance.
13       So that's the introduction.  Dr. Dennis is
14  going to talk to you about one aspect of the
15  wetlands remediation related to environmental
16  and wetlands activity.
17       MR. DENNIS: Thank you, Hubert.
18       I would like to introduce Penny Copell, my
19  colleague and associate, who is working on this
20  project.
21       How many have been to these public
22  sessions before?  Anybody that hasn't been here
23  before?  Okay, a few of you.
24       I will give you the background, but I
25  don't want to bore you with some things that we
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 1  already covered.
 2       As Hubert said, before Greg and Dave can
 3  do any of their work, there were environmental
 4  conditions or studies that had to be done, and
 5  that's what we at Breedlove, Dennis &
 6  Associates have been tasked to do, so that's
 7  what I will report on.
 8       As Hubert said, the project site has been
 9  divided into different segments, Sector Alpha
10  through Golf, and the cleanup is progressing
11  generally along that, which Dave will tell you
12  more about, but we have been doing our studies
13  in relation to the VCO specifications following
14  the requirement there.
15       As Hubert said, there were certain
16  requirements that had to be done first, and
17  those, just briefly, we covered before, we had
18  to identify all of the wetlands on the site.
19  So we went out -- all of our wetland
20  scientists -- we went out and we flagged and we
21  recorded global position, GPS points, so we
22  have a full map where all the wetlands are on
23  the property site.  We had to give that to DEP,
24  and they had to approve that; that's all been
25  done.
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 1       And we also had to look at all of the
 2  wetlands and evaluate those for their
 3  functional value, whether they were a really
 4  well functioning wetland or maybe one that
 5  wasn't as well functioning, and we did that,
 6  and the State process for doing that is to do a
 7  Unified Mitigation Assessment Methodology,
 8  called UMAM, so we did that and evaluated all
 9  the wetlands on the site, gave them all a
10  score, and then turned that into our reviewers
11  of DEP.  They reviewed that and approved that.
12  So before we could do anything, we had to come
13  up with an evaluation of where the wetlands
14  were and where the -- what the value of those
15  wetlands were and arrive at some baseline
16  condition, so all of that was done.  That came
17  after we had done a lot of research on the
18  project looking at the databases and all of
19  that figured into the preliminary information
20  that we did going into this.  The -- all of
21  this is complete, and all of those preliminary
22  information documents were provided.
23       The site, as you all know, you are from
24  this -- this is your home.  This is your
25  neighborhood.  It's a site that's been in
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 1  active use for agricultural cattle production
 2  and timber and hunting clubs for many decades,
 3  and it consists of uplands and wetlands, so
 4  some of the uplands were pasture.  Some of the
 5  uplands were pine flat wood.  Some of the
 6  uplands were wetlands.  The wetlands onsite
 7  posed a significant challenge to folks doing
 8  the cleanup because their equipment, they will
 9  tell you about, has to be able to go over
10  non-water for the most part, be able to go
11  along the ground so that they can get a good
12  test and do their detection procedures.  So
13  because of that, we had to identify the
14  wetlands and identify where might be possible
15  munitions, and then those wetlands had to be
16  cleared so that the testing could be done.  The
17  wetlands onsite are typically shallow, shallow
18  depth Cypress wetlands, so most of the site
19  looks like wetlands of this nature.
20       It is dry now.  Dry as we have been since,
21  what, 1898, something like that, but they get
22  wet in the summertime with 12 to 18 inches
23  typically of water.
24       The other thing we have to do before each
25  sector, we have to do wildlife surveys.  So
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 1  this is taken from one of our helicopter
 2  wildlife surveys.  We do that for looking for
 3  wading birds, sandhill crane nests, Rook geese,
 4  so we do that before any sector is done.  So we
 5  already identified the wetlands, done all of
 6  that, and then we have to do a wildlife survey
 7  before a notice to commencement on a section
 8  can be done.
 9       The other thing besides the wading birds
10  are gopher tortoise surveys.  The site has
11  gopher tortoise.  That is a State-listed
12  species of special concern, so we go out, and
13  our purpose is not to relocate the gopher
14  tortoises off the site.  What our purpose is to
15  go and identify where they are, so we flag
16  them, put a yellow tape around it, and then we
17  coordinate with the folks from Buffalo to see
18  whether or not the tortoises are going to be in
19  harm's way.  Are they going to be in an area
20  that they are going to have to clear or maybe
21  dig up munitions if they find them?  So where
22  they are, then we go through the State process
23  with the Game Commission Gopher tortoise
24  biology and program, and we do 100 percent
25  survey, we turn that survey in.  It gets
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 1  evaluated, and we get a permit, and we relocate
 2  those tortoises that need to be relocated to an
 3  approved recipient site so that they won't be
 4  harmed in the process.
 5       Here is sort of what is associated with
 6  the VCO, and I have gone through what we have
 7  done there.  The significant thing I will tell
 8  you on this site is sort of where are we now.
 9  We have been through and studied sector A, B,
10  C, E and F, so those are the ones we have done
11  the wildlife surveys on, and we now are in the
12  process of completing our first post
13  remediation report.  That will be on Bravo's
14  sector, so we are going through, and we are
15  providing all the information -- the VCO
16  specifies what we have to put in that report,
17  and we are this close to having that report all
18  ready and finalized and being able to submit to
19  the folks at the DEP.  That's where we are on
20  our work to date.
21       In this slide, which you have seen before,
22  and it's on our board out there.  This is where
23  we tried to give you a visual so that you can
24  see at a glance where we are.  So each of these
25  colors is one of the sectors, so each of the
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 1  colors is a sector.  Each one of these blocks
 2  here describes an activity.  This is -- this
 3  one is wading bird surveys, colony sites.  This
 4  is a Florida sandhill crane survey block.  This
 5  is the gopher tortoise block, and then there
 6  are other blocks that have to do with the
 7  geophysical mapping and disposal and
 8  restoration of sites and so forth.  It all ends
 9  up at the end with what Hubert described was
10  the written notification and acceptance that
11  the site has been cleaned up, but what we try
12  to do on here is tell you where we are in the
13  process with a visual glance.
14       So if you -- let's take Bravo sector, the
15  one we are about to turn the report in on,
16  that's the green one, so this shows we have
17  completed this task on Bravo, and this task,
18  and this task, and this task, and this task,
19  and this task, and this task, and this task.
20  This is the owner submits the area specific
21  completion report, and we are about 80 to
22  90 percent finished with that.  And as part of
23  that post remediation wetland impact analysis,
24  we are just about through with that part, too.
25       That's where we are, and this shows you
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 1  what sectors we are working on and what we have
 2  done.  This space right here is Delta, that's
 3  one that we have not started on yet, Delta
 4  sector, and then we haven't started here on
 5  Golf.  That's what that is.  If you want to
 6  look at that at the end and review that in more
 7  detail, we can talk about it, but that's the
 8  purpose of this.
 9       So that's sort of where we are with the
10  environmental reviews.  We have been very
11  careful and diligent to follow the letter and
12  spirit of the VCO in every step, so everything
13  we have done we have turned in as appropriate
14  and reported to DEP, and they reviewed it and
15  signed off on the work that's been done on
16  wetlands and species, so that's where we are.
17       I will turn it over to Dave to talk to you
18  about the most important aspect of what we are
19  doing, the cleanup, and we can answer questions
20  at the end if you have any.
21       MR. CROSSLEY: Thank you, Dr. Dennis.
22       As Mike said, I am Dave Crossley.  I am
23  the project manager of the site, and I am
24  overall responsible for the field activities
25  and the safety of the field activities.
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 1       I know you are probably getting tired of
 2  seeing this same map, but I wanted it up here
 3  for a specific reason.  Initially all of our
 4  sectors were squared off.  After starting the
 5  process, the Alpha and Bravo sectors, we
 6  determined it would probably be best if we
 7  cleared all the sectors away from the housing
 8  community prior to getting to the Golf sector,
 9  so the Golf sector, as you can see up there in
10  the upper left, will be the last sector we
11  complete.  The reason for that we want to
12  determine what is out there, and we are hoping,
13  as we get closer to the housing community,
14  there won't be as much ordnance and we can, you
15  know, adjust our activities to what is
16  happening there.
17       In our process, the first process, we
18  started the Alpha sector.  Our intention was to
19  analogue, search all of the swamp areas and
20  geophysically map all the upland areas,
21  clear-cut the upland areas and just analogue --
22  analogue is our UXO techs walking through the
23  swamps with analogue detectors searching for
24  items.  We assumed that there wouldn't be any
25  ordnance items in the swamps in the Alpha
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 1  sector, so we wouldn't have to cut them.  That
 2  didn't turn out to be true.  We found some
 3  ordnance items, so we are in the process of
 4  going back and removing some of the swamps,
 5  which I will explain to you later where we are
 6  doing that at.
 7       Our next process involves geophysics.
 8  After we cut the trees, the trees are cut with
 9  several different pieces of equipment.  We have
10  Feller Bunchers, large forestry equipment that
11  comes in and cuts all the upland trees off, and
12  we have remote operating vehicles that go into
13  areas that are hazardous to cut the trees off.
14       After the trees are cut off, which you can
15  see have been cleared here, we have several
16  platforms of geophysical equipment, and we use
17  two types.  We use EM locators, and we use
18  magnetic locators.  The EM locators, which are
19  timely flux locators, we map them first, and
20  they find all the shallow ordnance.  We dig
21  that up.  After that is done, and the QC
22  process is done, we go back and map it again
23  with the magnetic locator, which will find
24  anything that's deeper.  Basically, the depth,
25  if there is a bomb down there 25 feet, it will
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 1  locate it.
 2       Most of this equipment is equipment that
 3  we produce in-house.  The equipment in the
 4  middle is specifically for the swamps.  That's
 5  our mud ops.  It has a sled that floats, so we
 6  can go pretty much anywhere within reason with
 7  that piece of equipment.
 8       Again, the same map.  The reason we put
 9  this together, all the red dots are
10  ordnance-related items that we have recovered
11  to date.  We started in the Alpha sector, and
12  you can see we found items outside the Alpha
13  sector.  We assume, because we don't know for
14  sure based on our research, there shouldn't
15  have been anything out there, but this area of
16  Alpha sector had been filled, so we are
17  assuming that they pushed dirt from in here,
18  out here and moved ordnance items with it, so
19  these have been cleared.
20       Again, our original intention wasn't to
21  clear the swamp areas in Alpha and Bravo,
22  except in the targeted areas.  The target areas
23  go from about here and kind of loop down this
24  way, and that's the target areas where we knew
25  we were going to have to clear-cut the swamps
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 1  to map them.  After we started finding ordnance
 2  items outside of this, we developed a range fan
 3  based on the items we found 75 millimeters,
 4  37 millimeters and fuses -- some bomb fuses we
 5  found in those areas, so we developed,
 6  basically, what we determined the shot in this
 7  area here, a range band.  So now we are
 8  clearcutting the swamps in this entire area and
 9  in the range area.  The swamps will be left
10  down at the bottom.
11       UXO and munitions debris found to date in
12  all the sectors we found 2.36-inch rockets,
13  which was commonly known as the bazooka.  I am
14  not sure we found any live bazooka rockets yet,
15  but we are still in Alpha area and cleaning
16  that up, and we expect to find more.
17       We found 75 MM high explosive rounds, the
18  white phosphorus rounds, and the high explosive
19  anti-tank projectiles we found several of each
20  of those.  Several six to eight to ten to
21  twenty to 37 MM projectiles we found.  Rifle
22  grenades, these were all fired from the same
23  area in the Alpha sector.  3.5-inch rocket
24  warheads that were fired from aircraft, 5-inch
25  rockets and fuses that were also aircraft fired
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 1  from the ground and from the sky.  We found
 2  general purpose bomb base fuses and
 3  fragmentation, which leads us to believe that
 4  there are bombs out there.  And 4-pound
 5  incendiary bombs, this is the one we found in
 6  Charlie sector, we found over 600 that were
 7  live, and I have some pictures of these after
 8  this.  20-pound practice bombs, we found
 9  several of those.  I think we are blowing some
10  of them up tomorrow.  And as of this meeting, a
11  total of 658 actual UXO live items.
12       This is the 2.36-inch rocket.  It is a
13  shoulder-fired weapon, as you can see here.
14  These are actual pictures on the range, they
15  shot here, so we know they are here.  This is
16  what it looks like when they load it.  These
17  are what they look like when we find them, and
18  these are all potential explosive warheads.
19       37 MM projectiles fired from aircraft and
20  from the ground, practice armament.  This is
21  what it looks like when it's belted up and
22  ready to go.  This is what they look like when
23  we find them.  They don't look like much.  You
24  can see the hole in this one.  It's impossible
25  to tell from looking at these if they are high
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 1  explosive or practice, so we use shape charges
 2  and punch a hole through them to either
 3  detonate them or make sure they are practice.
 4       Rifle grenades, this was the infantryman's
 5  favorite weapon.  This happens to be a
 6  shape-charged rifle grenade for anti-tank,
 7  which we found pieces of those, so we know they
 8  are out there.  As tank armament got bigger,
 9  they didn't work, so the infantrymen didn't
10  like it after that.
11       75 MM projectiles, these we found down in
12  the Alpha and Bravo sectors, which kind of
13  surprised us, we didn't figure we would find 75
14  MM projectiles in those areas.  Again, this is
15  what it looks like before it is fired.  This is
16  what it looks like when we found them.  Some of
17  them we found actually with fuses on them.
18  This is the fuse, and we detonated all of
19  these.
20       Aircraft rockets, we got the 5-inch rocket
21  and the 3.5-inch rocket.  We found these out
22  there.  These happen to be anti-submarine
23  rockets or anti-tank rockets because they are
24  hardened rockets.
25       This is the one we like the most, the
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 1  general purpose bomb, we found base fuses for
 2  bombs out there, and we found fragments from
 3  high explosive bombs out there.  This is what
 4  it looks like pre-dropped.  This is what it
 5  looks like after it detonates, which leads us
 6  to believe they are still out there.
 7       And we really haven't gotten up into the
 8  bombing area yet, but we are expecting to find
 9  multiple bombs.
10       These are the 20-pound practice bombs.
11  These are the way we find them, couple feet
12  deep generally.  You can see the smoke hole
13  right here, this is in our demo pit getting
14  ready to detonate them.  The reason we have to
15  detonate them, even though they are practice,
16  this is a black powder bag charge inside the
17  round, and generally this is a small steel
18  plate that is on here and rusts away, so you
19  can see inside there, and you can see the black
20  powder bag is still inside there.  The reason I
21  like to show people this is the potential of
22  this one hurting someone is much higher than a
23  high explosive bomb.  Black powder is much more
24  sensitive, and it becomes more sensitive over
25  time.  So if someone would happen to pick up
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 1  one of these pretty little things and make a
 2  paperweight and jostle it around, it could hurt
 3  you.
 4       These are the A&M 50 and A&M 54 fire
 5  bombs.  This is in the upper Charlie sector.
 6  This is -- I don't know if you can see the
 7  little yellow flags out here.  After we do
 8  geophysical mapping, our VFR team with
 9  geophysics goes out there and plants those
10  flags.  Each one of those flags is a hit that
11  our teams dig up.  We dug up approximately 400
12  to 500 of these in one target area, and these
13  are all live.  These all have fuses.  These are
14  all live and ready to go.  The way these
15  function, and I like to show these too because
16  these are all over out there, and anybody
17  walking around out there could pick this up not
18  knowing what it is because it looks like a
19  stick, like a metal stick.  Makes a good hammer
20  actually.  These all come with a fuzz.  The
21  fuzz is right here.  It has a fast-fire charge,
22  and the way these fuses operate is when it is
23  dropped from the aircraft, they drop them in
24  bundles.  They all get dropped out, and the
25  bundles separate, there is small plunger right
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 1  here, and the plunger comes out, and that arms
 2  the fuse.  Then it has a free-floating weight
 3  behind that with a firing pin.  When that
 4  free-floating weight, when it hits the ground
 5  and hits that firing pin, it will ignite the
 6  first fire charge, and it will ignite the
 7  thermal.
 8       SHERRY BURNS: Are these all from the
 9  naval base?
10       MR. CROSSLEY: The naval base?
11       SHERRY BURNS: Yeah, there is a naval base
12  over there, so they dropped bombs here to test?
13       MR. CROSSLEY: I am not sure exactly where
14  they came from to drop the ordnance items here,
15  but I would assume they took off from over
16  there, yes, and armed over there.
17       They filled these with different thermate
18  and thermite.  Thermite didn't work so well
19  because thermite, when it burns, it burns like
20  a candle and just makes a fire.  They offered
21  to put thermate in there, which bubbles and
22  sputters as it burns, which is what they are
23  trying to do is catch things on fire, so they
24  work quite well.
25       The problem they had early on was firemen
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 1  would come out there and pick these up and
 2  scoot them away and not burn things up.  So to
 3  combat that, they put an explosive charge in
 4  the end of it.  They started out with a black
 5  powder charge, and then they started putting
 6  tetryl in there, a high explosive.  With
 7  different time things on there, it could be
 8  anywhere from one second to ten seconds to ten
 9  minutes when it detonates, you don't know.
10       The reason I am telling you all this is
11  these are quite hazardous, and they are all
12  over out there.  We really don't want anybody
13  out there picking these up.  Like I said, we
14  have destroyed over 600 of these already, and
15  we have had some teenagers walking around on
16  our property out there, I am not assuming they
17  are looking for something like this, if they
18  see it, they may think it's neat and take it
19  home.
20       One of the reasons that we are
21  clearcutting the swamps, this is an actual
22  Cypress tree, and I believe, Doc, you told me
23  how old this tree was, told one of my guys this
24  was an older Cypress tree, could be very old.
25  The diameter of the tree doesn't matter.  It's
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 1  where it is at as to how old it is, but this is
 2  a fire bomb that was inside this tree.  It was
 3  sticking through this tree.  I actually took a
 4  saw and cut it out and destroyed it.  We didn't
 5  want to remove the tree with it in there
 6  because there is potential for our equipment to
 7  get burned up doing that, so we took that out.
 8       I think pretty much that's it.  That's our
 9  process, that's what we are finding out there.
10       Any questions.
11       SHERRY BURNS: I think we had the
12  assumption that the church area had been
13  cleared of bombs; is that not right?
14       MR. CROSSLEY: I know it's been cleared by
15  the Army Corps of Engineers, I believe.
16       SHERRY BURNS: Because they wouldn't have
17  built here otherwise, would they?
18       MR. FARBES: Please mention your name for
19  the record.
20       SHERRY BURNS: My name is Sherry Burns.
21       MR. FARBES: Ms. Burns, what I would say
22  to you in response is this:  There has been a
23  Corps of Engineers time critical removal
24  action; that's what they call it in the
25  regulations.  The acronym is TCRA, the time
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 1  critical removal action initiated by the Corps
 2  in 2007 was intended to address the ordnance
 3  that was discovered near the schools.  It was
 4  not intended to clear the entire area.  So if
 5  you were to ask a representative of the Corps,
 6  I think they would say to you they cleared the
 7  area.  They were designated to clear.
 8       SHERRY BURNS: So we don't really know?
 9       MR. FARBES: We don't really know, that's
10  exactly correct.
11       Any other questions we can answer for you?
12  If you like to use a microphone, I will have to
13  ask you to go over here.  We do have a
14  microphone, if you feel more comfortable --
15       SHERRY BURNS: I can talk loud.
16       MR. FARBES: You didn't have any problem
17  projecting.
18       SHERRY BURNS: We had the assumption that
19  it was clear.
20       MR. FARBES: That's why I answered as I
21  did.
22       Can I answer any other questions about any
23  aspect of the presentation h.
24       BARBARA COCHERAN: Barbara Cocheran, which
25  area was the bombing?  Which sector was the big
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 1  area you said was the bombing range?
 2       MR. CROSSLEY: The major impact area comes
 3  from here, and we have actually circled the
 4  major targets to eliminate the major impact
 5  area, and I wish I had that slide, but it,
 6  basically, comes around like this, comes up,
 7  and it goes kind of this way, so it's the upper
 8  two-thirds of the property pretty much.
 9       MALE SPEAKER: So the Foxtrot area you
10  haven't cleared yet?
11       MR. CROSSLEY: The Foxtrot area we just
12  started clearing timber.  We have done
13  preliminary clearance in there, activities in
14  there, so our machines can get in there.
15       If you take a look at the poster out
16  there, you can see what we have done in what
17  sector.  We are doing this in phases for
18  economic reasons because the timber removal
19  equipment is quite expensive, so we are trying
20  to get all of that done so we can move in and
21  clear everything out and get them out of here
22  and get that cost off the books.
23       SHERRY BURNS: So how many million will it
24  take to get rid of the munitions?
25       MR. CROSSLEY: I am not at liberty to say.
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 1       SHERRY BURNS: Quite a few, right?
 2       MR. FARBES: Yes, ma'am, could you give us
 3  your name first.
 4       ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE: Yes, my name is
 5  Ethyl Welling-Trape (phonetic).  My question is
 6  up at the top at Golf and Foxtrot, that's near
 7  where this church is, correct?
 8       MR. CROSSLEY: Yes, ma'am, it is right
 9  here.
10       ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE: So it was my
11  understanding that prior to creating this whole
12  area, this Warwick area, that was all cleaned
13  out by the Army of Engineers (sic), and so I am
14  just trying to understand how there are so
15  many -- there is the area -- just clarify for
16  me.  If this is the area that's already been
17  cleared, how is this the area that you are
18  concerned about?  Am I making sense?
19       MR. CROSSLEY: Yes, ma'am.  This property
20  for our client has been cleared, in part, by
21  the Army Corps of Engineers, if I can say
22  that -- go ahead, Greg.
23       GREG WILLIAMS: So we had time critical
24  removal action, the Army Corps actually only
25  addressed 69 acres up here, pretty well along
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 1  this road here and to there, and that's all
 2  that they did address, but the problem they had
 3  is they say we are only going to clear to
 4  4-foot, or we are only going to clear to the
 5  water table, and so what's happening is
 6  anything that's deeper -- and sometimes the
 7  water table might be an inch deep, as you know,
 8  and so we are doing it again.  We have done a
 9  little bit of work in there, and there are
10  still things in there.  They didn't actually
11  address any other part of the property at the
12  time.  They did a study to see what they could
13  find on the property, and that's what we based
14  some of our initial things on.
15       SHERRY BURNS: Is that residential
16  property over here?
17       MR. FARBES: Let me be specific.  This
18  lady asked a question about the Warwick
19  subdivision.  The Warwick subdivision is over
20  here.  It is outside of this property.  This is
21  only the private property owned by the
22  Mockingbird owners.
23       Other questions?
24       Yes, sir, could you give us your name
25  first?
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 1       FRANK SEBASTIAN: Frank Sebastian.  Couple
 2  questions, when did Mockingbird acquire the
 3  parcel?
 4       MR. FARBES: In 1956.
 5       FRANK SEBASTIAN: And when they acquired
 6  it, they weren't aware it had been a bombing
 7  range?
 8       MR. FARBES: When they acquired the
 9  property, I believe everyone in the area knew
10  it had been a historic military reservation.
11  It was not on enclave of the Federal
12  Government.  It was a leasehold, but the
13  representations made in the record, and the
14  data available in the record indicated that the
15  United States Army had cleared the property of
16  ordnance, so that's what people believed.  I
17  think that's what the owner of the property --
18  the owner of the property remained a private
19  land owner throughout all of World War II when
20  the property was being used as a bombing range.
21  When the property was returned to the private
22  landlord, all the records indicate -- there was
23  actually a lawsuit associated with this -- but
24  the records indicate the private owner thought
25  the property had been cleaned.
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 1       FRANK SEBASTIAN: Just one other
 2  question --
 3       MR. FARBES: Sure.
 4       FRANK SEBASTIAN: -- for a period of time,
 5  that has been used for cattle.  There have been
 6  cattle grazing out there?
 7       MR. FARBES: Yes, sir, historically there
 8  was a lot -- there was cattle grazing, and
 9  there was a level of farming, a level of
10  farming.
11       MR. CROSSLEY: And a hunting preserve.
12       FRANK SEBASTIAN: And during any of that
13  time, any record of cows being blown up?
14       MR. FARBES: No, there is no record of
15  damage to any of the farm animals.  There is,
16  what I would call, an oral history record.
17  People talk about incidents -- they are not
18  documented -- incidents where something blew
19  up.  Someone fired at something, and instead of
20  hitting the ground, there was an explosion.
21  Someone ran a piece of farm equipment over
22  something, there was an explosion.  There is
23  one currently-documented incident from 2002
24  where a farmhand operating a piece of farm
25  equipment hit something.  He got out of his
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 1  cab, the cab of the vehicle, to look to see
 2  what the implement hit.  He saw something.  The
 3  people from Buffalo say that what he saw was a
 4  four-pound incendiary bomb.  He saw something
 5  that was smoking.  He kicked it.  When it
 6  turned over, he saw it burning.  He turned and
 7  got back in his cab and drove the vehicle
 8  forward, and there was an explosion that
 9  flattened the trees in the area, so had it not
10  been a fuse incendiary bomb with a longer term
11  fuse, it would have killed him, so that's the
12  sort of thing that the project owner wants to
13  utilize the property and say something has to
14  be done about this.  There has been a lot of
15  dialogue about whether that would be initiated
16  by the Federal Government or not.  The
17  conclusion of that was the property owner had
18  to do it, and that's why the process is what we
19  described to you.
20       Yes, sir, give us your name.
21       DONALD TRAWICK: Donald Trawick.
22       What is the total timeline of the cleanup?
23       MR. FARBES: The cleanup is scheduled to
24  be completed in the spring or the summer of
25  2018.  The schedule is still generally on
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 1  track, but the schedule is driven by what the
 2  contractor finds, so we don't know what's going
 3  to be found, if it's a lot, or if it's
 4  something that takes a long time to remediate
 5  it will take longer to finish.
 6       Other questions.
 7       LISA AYERS: Lisa Ayers.
 8       I have a question, David, in the Golf
 9  section, were there munitions found in there?
10  Because I thought there was a slide that you
11  had at the last meeting that showed where they
12  all were?
13       MR. CROSSLEY: Not by us.
14       LISA AYERS: Not by you.
15       MR. CROSSLEY: The Corps of Engineers
16  located items there.
17       GREG WILLIAMS: They denotated 246 items
18  in the top left corner.
19       LISA AYERS: You haven't surveyed that
20  yet?
21       MR. CROSSLEY: Not yet.
22       GREG WILLIAMS: We took a quick look in
23  there.
24       MR. CROSSLEY: We did an initial survey
25  with some geo-equipment.  The geophysical


Page 36


 1  equipment we ran over there just to see if
 2  there is stuff there, but it only tells us
 3  there is metal in the ground.  We don't know
 4  what that stuff is until we dig it up, and we
 5  haven't dug anything up yet.
 6       LISA AYERS: So we don't really know yet?
 7       MR. CROSSLEY: We are assuming there will
 8  be items in there.
 9       LISA AYERS: Thank you.
10       MR. FARBES: Other questions?
11       Yes, ma'am.
12       ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE: I am just wondering
13  about the metal being in the ground and its
14  impact on the water for long durations, and
15  what is the possibility of its impact in our
16  community, and what would be done to prevent
17  whatever disease or some type of contamination?
18       MR. CROSSLEY: That's a very good
19  question.  We have contracted, and part of the
20  VCO is to put monitoring wells on the site.
21  Currently we have -- since we have been here,
22  we have put 14 monitoring wells on the site,
23  and I believe there is six more, so the water
24  is being monitored for any possible
25  contaminant, and so far I don't believe they
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 1  found any.
 2       GREG WILLIAMS: And we take soil samples,
 3  and we are taking service water samples -- so
 4  we are taking soil samples in each sector,
 5  service water samples, along with the
 6  groundwater samples.  So we are testing for
 7  metals, what are called the rip-rack metals,
 8  and we haven't had anything yet.  So far as we
 9  go further up as we hit ordnance areas, we
10  continue testing.  And to date, there has been
11  nothing.
12       MR. FARBES: Jim.
13       MR. PRATHER: Jeff Prather, the water that
14  would be provided at your homes, will be
15  provided by utility, which isn't getting water
16  from this location, that's something we
17  regulate, so we make sure you always have a
18  safe supply of water coming in your community.
19       MR. FARBES: Other questions?
20       LISA AYERS: I have one, Lisa Ayers again.
21       I just wanted to make sure that that --
22  that swath of trees that run along the fence
23  there is -- that's still in the plan to keep,
24  right?  Because I have noticed that when you
25  are -- the clearing has just taken out all of
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 1  the trees in the land that's already been
 2  cleared.
 3       MR. CROSSLEY: We are going to do
 4  everything we can to leave them, yes.
 5       LISA AYERS: You will do everything you
 6  can?
 7       MR. CROSSLEY: Yes, ma'am.  But if we find
 8  ordnance in there, they are going to have to be
 9  removed.  We have no choice.  We can't dig
10  under them, it just doesn't work.
11       LISA AYERS: So you will be clearing or
12  checking right up to that fence line?
13       MR. CROSSLEY: Yes, ma'am.
14       LISA AYERS: Well, leave my trees, please.
15       MALE SPEAKER: Yes.  Where is all this
16  excess water from where you are going to clear
17  off all this land and stuff?  Where is this
18  water going to go?
19       MR. CROSSLEY: It's not going anywhere.
20       MALE SPEAKER: It goes into a drainage
21  area, right?
22       MR. CROSSLEY: The natural flow of the
23  water we have to restore at the end of this,
24  and we are restoring as we go.  We haven't
25  changed the direction of the water flow off the
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 1  property.  It is flowing the same way it always
 2  has.
 3       MALE SPEAKER: We are over here at Lee
 4  Vista, and the wetlands butt right up to the
 5  back of our place, and it's wet.  So with all
 6  this water here, is any of this water shedding
 7  off going to be going into that wetland, or
 8  does it have its own wetlands?
 9       MR. CROSSLEY: It has its own.  We have no
10  drainage going anywhere, other than what was
11  here when we got here.  In fact, the one area
12  that is draining we put up barriers to capture
13  silt and things in case we do disturb the soil
14  or whatever, and we haven't had any silt go
15  there yet, but we are protecting that.  We are
16  required to do that.
17       MALE SPEAKER: So we don't need to worry
18  about it coming up into the back door?
19       MR. CROSSLEY: Not at all.
20       BARBARA COCHERAN: Barbara Cocheran,
21  question for the doctor.  Is there a site that
22  we can view the mapping where the wetlands are?
23       MR. DENNIS: We have that information.  I
24  think it's on the website.  There is a wetland
25  map on the website, I believe.
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 1       BARBARA COCHERAN: And will they stay once
 2  it is wetlands because our property abuts
 3  conservation land that is wetland?
 4       MR. DENNIS: The way the process is
 5  envisioned, and the way the VCO directs is that
 6  this project is not authorized to fill any
 7  wetlands, and this goes to your water storage
 8  question, also.  If this is the boundary of the
 9  wetland, we have them here.  It is a little bit
10  messy, but the green areas are the delineated
11  wetlands on the property.
12       BARBARA COCHERAN: So ours isn't
13  delineated as a wetland, but it is.  It's up in
14  the G, the narrow G part.  It's not delineated
15  on the map, but when you look at our property,
16  it is in the narrow part of the G towards the
17  eastern side up at the top and toward the
18  right.  That whole section is part of G, and
19  ours, I think, is a little bit -- ours is just
20  on the other side of the school, east of the
21  school, and there is wetlands between us and
22  the school, but there is also wetlands behind
23  us, and I don't see the wetlands delineated on
24  that.
25       RICH BROCK: I am Rich Brock.  There is
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 1  another parcel separating our property to the
 2  back.  There is a smaller strip parcel there
 3  that is not owned by us, so you will still have
 4  that buffer because we're not planning to
 5  encroach into someone else's property.
 6       GREG WILLIAMS: There is a wetland here,
 7  and this is the school.
 8       BARBARA COCHERAN: And then there is the
 9  wetland that runs east to west.  It's not shown
10  on there.
11       GREG WILLIAMS: Above the fence.
12       MR. DENNIS: This is just on this
13  property.  We didn't map the wetlands off the
14  property.
15       BARBARA COCHERAN: It looked like it
16  ran -- from what I can tell, it looked like it
17  ran into that section, so I am just curious if,
18  one, it could be moved, and two, where they
19  were?
20       MR. DENNIS: The VCO does not address
21  anything outside of the property boundary, so
22  anything outside, there won't be any impact to.
23       And it's important to note that, again,
24  the only reason that any of the Cypress domes
25  are being cut is to be able to do the testing,
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 1  and then to be able to remove the UXO ordnance.
 2  I have watched the work with these guys, they
 3  do everything they can to not have to go
 4  through that time and expense and effort to cut
 5  the Cypress trees.  What they do is they look
 6  in the uplands right up to the edge of the
 7  Cypress, and then they look on the other side.
 8  And if they are finding things on both sides
 9  and they have the 1943 aerials that show the
10  bombing run was right across there, it is to a
11  high probability there is something there, and
12  then they have to clear them.
13       But the wetlands -- the boundaries of the
14  wetlands are to stay the same, and we're not
15  filling the wetlands, so the water should stay
16  there.  Once it starts raining again, like
17  today, it should start filling up.  You are
18  going to still have wetlands there.  They are
19  going to be, you know, temporarily not Cypress
20  wetlands, but they will be marsh, and then we
21  expect that there will be copsing from the
22  Cypress stumps because the way they have been
23  doing this, they have just been cutting them
24  off at the ground level, and typically Cypress
25  will send up copses, new sprouts from there, so
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 1  that's what we are hoping will happen over
 2  time, but, you know, the plan is to still have
 3  the wetlands there, so I suspect that we are
 4  going to have a lot of wading bird activity out
 5  there with the marshes and so forth when the
 6  wetlands fill up.
 7       MR. FARBES: Any other questions?
 8       All right.  Well, what I would like to do
 9  is thank everyone for coming.  If you go to the
10  last slide, Penny, the website for the Vista
11  Park project, which the owner maintains and
12  will continue to maintain through the
13  completion of VCO compliance is that address.
14  You can go to that website.  It contains, for
15  example, the transcript.  It will contain the
16  transcript of this meeting along with the
17  exhibits that we showed at this meeting.  It
18  contains a number of the significant activity
19  records that we have reported on to you over
20  the course of the process so far.
21       RICH BROCK: It will maintain the
22  notifications for any time munitions will be
23  imploding, and we still maintain that on
24  Thursday if we do that activity.
25       MR. FARBES: Let me make sure everyone
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 1  heard that.  The website does contain the
 2  schedule for munitions treatment.  The regular
 3  schedule for munitions treatment is on Thursday
 4  of each week, but there are circumstances where
 5  a significant munitions item may have to be,
 6  what is called, blown in place.  They will make
 7  a notice on the website before that is done, so
 8  all those circumstances represent our practices
 9  to try to make sure the neighbors are aware
10  before there is a significant demolition event.
11  As I said, that's been happening every week,
12  every Thursday in the middle of the day.  I
13  dare say based on certainly my experience it's
14  been happening, but you probably didn't know
15  about it because they have done a fabulous job
16  of their mitigation of noise and noise
17  consequences.  Everything that is blown on the
18  regular schedule is blown at a location where
19  they are able to encapsulate the explosives, so
20  it's not like what happened back in 2007 with
21  the Corps because I have seen those pictures.
22       So thank you again for attending.  We
23  appreciate your interest.  We will continue to
24  notify you when we have additional activities
25  that motivate us to let everyone know what the
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 1  progress status is.  It will likely be in the
 2  next three or four months.
 3       Thanks again for attending.
 4       (Time ended 7:30 p.m.)
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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
  


 2                        - - - - -
  


 3             MR. FARBES:  Good evening, Folks.  Let me
  


 4        ask you -- let me ask you to give me your
  


 5        attention.  We are going to start our quick
  


 6        program here.
  


 7             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
  


 8        representative -- legal representative for the
  


 9        owner of the Vista Park site.
  


10             I would like to start out first by
  


11        thanking Father Bishoy and the representatives
  


12        of his congregation.  They are now the people
  


13        who own this church.  It is his hospitality
  


14        that allows us to be here.
  


15             Father, thank you very much.
  


16             I would also like to begin this by letting
  


17        everyone know that this is the third of our
  


18        neighborhood meetings where we provide
  


19        information and updates to the neighbors -- to
  


20        the people who might feel affected by our
  


21        project, and I emphasize our project is the
  


22        remediation, which is the removal and
  


23        appropriate treatment of historic military
  


24        ordnance at the Vista Park site; that's going
  


25        to be our purpose this evening.
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 1             I want to begin by first recognizing
  


 2        visitors that we have here, and I will begin
  


 3        with the person that you all might know best,
  


 4        the Orlando City Commissioner for this region,
  


 5        Jim Gray, thank you very much for being here.
  


 6        We appreciate it.
  


 7             Also, there are representatives here
  


 8        tonight from Florida's Department of
  


 9        Environmental Protection, Tim Bahr, who is the
  


10        Assistant Division Director for Waste
  


11        Management; David Grabka, who is the
  


12        Remediation Project Manager; from the Central
  


13        District, someone who resides in your area,
  


14        Jeff Prather, who is the Central District
  


15        Director.  So thanks to everyone who is here.
  


16             We are going to present to you the current
  


17        status of remediation activity and do that by
  


18        putting it in a context for you.  If you look
  


19        at some of those boards, that's there, as well,
  


20        for where we have been, when we started, how we
  


21        progressed.  What you will see is the status of
  


22        the project and the activity that we have
  


23        undertaken to date.
  


24             So the participants with me here, Dr. Mike
  


25        Dennis from Breedlove, Dennis Associates, who
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 1        is our environmental and wetlands mitigation
  


 2        consultant; and two representatives from our
  


 3        remediation consultant, people who are actually
  


 4        clearing the munitions.  Greg Williams is the
  


 5        project director.  Dave Crossley is the project
  


 6        manager for Buffalo Restoration.
  


 7             So with all those introductions, let me
  


 8        just start by asking you to give your attention
  


 9        here.  Our presentation is around this issue,
  


10        the issue is World War II deposition of
  


11        munitions of what was then called the Pine
  


12        Castle Jeep Range.  We have a number of images.
  


13        If you have seen these presentations before,
  


14        these are the same ones, but these give you an
  


15        impression for what happened.  The most
  


16        important impression being that one, which is
  


17        all of those craters that were photographed in
  


18        1953 in the area that is now the Vista Park and
  


19        region neighborhood.  All of those bomb craters
  


20        were the result of historic high altitude
  


21        bombing activity, in addition to a whole
  


22        variety of other munitions training deposition
  


23        activity, so the next slide.
  


24             We are about resolving the risk associated
  


25        with, and the environmental contamination
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 1        conditions that have devolved from that World
  


 2        War II activity.
  


 3             So as I said before, the Pine Castle Jeep
  


 4        Range is the source of this.  Many of you who
  


 5        have lived in the neighborhood for some time
  


 6        will remember that in 2007, there was a
  


 7        discovery of munitions at the middle school
  


 8        that's adjacent to this church property.  That
  


 9        discovery resulted in the Corps of Engineers,
  


10        as the representative of United States coming
  


11        to this area, conducting a limited clearance
  


12        around the school and in areas that were
  


13        adjacent to the school.  They studied the site
  


14        through 2008.  They have not committed to a
  


15        date -- they being the United States -- and its
  


16        representatives to remediate the project site.
  


17             The Vista Park site is a privately owned
  


18        parcel.  It is owned by a single ownership
  


19        entity, and that parcel is in the center of the
  


20        historic bombing range.
  


21             For the owner's compliance with law, both
  


22        local law and state law and federal law, the
  


23        owner has elected to commence at its own
  


24        expense a cleanup of its property.  And in
  


25        order to carry out that cleanup and be sure
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 1        that it was consistent with federal and state
  


 2        law, the owner, with me as the owner's
  


 3        representative, went to the Florida Department
  


 4        of Environmental Protection, sought their
  


 5        authorization for a program for cleanup of the
  


 6        entire private parcel.  We have that approval
  


 7        by this document called a voluntary Cleanup
  


 8        Order, and that order is what we will be
  


 9        talking to you about, not in its detail, but to
  


10        show you how we are complying with the order to
  


11        accomplish cleanup of ordnance at the site.
  


12             Here is what you can expect.  It hasn't
  


13        really changed at all.  We will continue to
  


14        inform you about our progress.  There will
  


15        always be -- in the context of the voluntary
  


16        cleanup order, the VCO, there will always be
  


17        State Government oversight.  The Federal
  


18        Government is not involved in this process
  


19        because they have elected not to be involved in
  


20        the going forward of VCO compliance.
  


21        Neighbors, everyone in the area will see, and
  


22        you have seen undoubtedly equipment that comes
  


23        to the site.  There is some very large and very
  


24        significant equipment on the site.  This is the
  


25        most important element of what you can expect,
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 1        what is happening here.  In order to comply
  


 2        with the requirement of federal law, my client
  


 3        will routinely and on a periodic basis conduct
  


 4        meetings where the status of activity at the
  


 5        site and the work that's being accomplished in
  


 6        accord with the VCO will be reported to the
  


 7        neighborhood.
  


 8             Here is the site.  There is the church
  


 9        where we are right now.  The site is roughly
  


10        1600 acres.  The designations that you see here
  


11        were established by Buffalo Restoration.  They
  


12        will explain them in more detail to you.
  


13             Here is what we are doing in general.  In
  


14        general terms, we obtained the authorization of
  


15        Florida by the issuance of this VCO in June of
  


16        2015.  We gave the first notice that we
  


17        intended to comply with the requirements
  


18        prescribed in the VCO in November of 2015.  We
  


19        submitted a whole series of regulatory
  


20        compliance reporting respecting these things at
  


21        the site, so UMAM studies or something
  


22        Dr. Dennis will explain to you what it has to
  


23        do with the evaluation of wetland conditions,
  


24        reporting of those conditions, establishing
  


25        baselines associated with those conditions,
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 1        establishing GPS-related parameters for
  


 2        wetlands that are on the private property,
  


 3        submitting that and obtaining the approval for
  


 4        that, and then doing something called
  


 5        mitigation bank reservation.  What that in
  


 6        summary means is my client, the owner, has
  


 7        committed themselves to a VCO requirement.  To
  


 8        the extent wetlands are damaged, the damage to
  


 9        the wetlands must be mitigated.  Sometimes that
  


10        mitigation will be in the form of our conduct
  


11        before we leave.  But for the most part, that
  


12        mitigation is accomplished by us going to what
  


13        is called a bank for mitigation.  Florida has
  


14        established this.  It's been in existence for a
  


15        long time.  We have to buy wetlands
  


16        compensation credits for all wetlands that we
  


17        impact, so that's the process that we are going
  


18        through first.
  


19             Here is the process we will go through at
  


20        the end.  They are going to talk to you about
  


21        the middle.  When we finally complete the work,
  


22        the VCO requires us to compile every element of
  


23        our compliance into a single final completion
  


24        report.  We have to submit that to FDEP.  If
  


25        they accept it, the result of that acceptance
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 1        will be the issuance of FDEP's order notifying
  


 2        the owner that no further compliance action is
  


 3        required for ordnance remediation at this site.
  


 4        We also have to get -- we will request, and we
  


 5        have to get FDEP's approval for the site
  


 6        rehabilitation plan that they approved at the
  


 7        very beginning of this process in the VCO.
  


 8        Once we have a no further action order and a
  


 9        site rehabilitation completion order, the owner
  


10        will have cleared the site and received the
  


11        endorsement of FDEP for the way in which we
  


12        cleared the site of ordnance.
  


13             So that's the introduction.  Dr. Dennis is
  


14        going to talk to you about one aspect of the
  


15        wetlands remediation related to environmental
  


16        and wetlands activity.
  


17             MR. DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.
  


18             I would like to introduce Penny Copell, my
  


19        colleague and associate, who is working on this
  


20        project.
  


21             How many have been to these public
  


22        sessions before?  Anybody that hasn't been here
  


23        before?  Okay, a few of you.
  


24             I will give you the background, but I
  


25        don't want to bore you with some things that we
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 1        already covered.
  


 2             As Hubert said, before Greg and Dave can
  


 3        do any of their work, there were environmental
  


 4        conditions or studies that had to be done, and
  


 5        that's what we at Breedlove, Dennis &
  


 6        Associates have been tasked to do, so that's
  


 7        what I will report on.
  


 8             As Hubert said, the project site has been
  


 9        divided into different segments, Sector Alpha
  


10        through Golf, and the cleanup is progressing
  


11        generally along that, which Dave will tell you
  


12        more about, but we have been doing our studies
  


13        in relation to the VCO specifications following
  


14        the requirement there.
  


15             As Hubert said, there were certain
  


16        requirements that had to be done first, and
  


17        those, just briefly, we covered before, we had
  


18        to identify all of the wetlands on the site.
  


19        So we went out -- all of our wetland
  


20        scientists -- we went out and we flagged and we
  


21        recorded global position, GPS points, so we
  


22        have a full map where all the wetlands are on
  


23        the property site.  We had to give that to DEP,
  


24        and they had to approve that; that's all been
  


25        done.
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 1             And we also had to look at all of the
  


 2        wetlands and evaluate those for their
  


 3        functional value, whether they were a really
  


 4        well functioning wetland or maybe one that
  


 5        wasn't as well functioning, and we did that,
  


 6        and the State process for doing that is to do a
  


 7        Unified Mitigation Assessment Methodology,
  


 8        called UMAM, so we did that and evaluated all
  


 9        the wetlands on the site, gave them all a
  


10        score, and then turned that into our reviewers
  


11        of DEP.  They reviewed that and approved that.
  


12        So before we could do anything, we had to come
  


13        up with an evaluation of where the wetlands
  


14        were and where the -- what the value of those
  


15        wetlands were and arrive at some baseline
  


16        condition, so all of that was done.  That came
  


17        after we had done a lot of research on the
  


18        project looking at the databases and all of
  


19        that figured into the preliminary information
  


20        that we did going into this.  The -- all of
  


21        this is complete, and all of those preliminary
  


22        information documents were provided.
  


23             The site, as you all know, you are from
  


24        this -- this is your home.  This is your
  


25        neighborhood.  It's a site that's been in
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 1        active use for agricultural cattle production
  


 2        and timber and hunting clubs for many decades,
  


 3        and it consists of uplands and wetlands, so
  


 4        some of the uplands were pasture.  Some of the
  


 5        uplands were pine flat wood.  Some of the
  


 6        uplands were wetlands.  The wetlands onsite
  


 7        posed a significant challenge to folks doing
  


 8        the cleanup because their equipment, they will
  


 9        tell you about, has to be able to go over
  


10        non-water for the most part, be able to go
  


11        along the ground so that they can get a good
  


12        test and do their detection procedures.  So
  


13        because of that, we had to identify the
  


14        wetlands and identify where might be possible
  


15        munitions, and then those wetlands had to be
  


16        cleared so that the testing could be done.  The
  


17        wetlands onsite are typically shallow, shallow
  


18        depth Cypress wetlands, so most of the site
  


19        looks like wetlands of this nature.
  


20             It is dry now.  Dry as we have been since,
  


21        what, 1898, something like that, but they get
  


22        wet in the summertime with 12 to 18 inches
  


23        typically of water.
  


24             The other thing we have to do before each
  


25        sector, we have to do wildlife surveys.  So
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 1        this is taken from one of our helicopter
  


 2        wildlife surveys.  We do that for looking for
  


 3        wading birds, sandhill crane nests, Rook geese,
  


 4        so we do that before any sector is done.  So we
  


 5        already identified the wetlands, done all of
  


 6        that, and then we have to do a wildlife survey
  


 7        before a notice to commencement on a section
  


 8        can be done.
  


 9             The other thing besides the wading birds
  


10        are gopher tortoise surveys.  The site has
  


11        gopher tortoise.  That is a State-listed
  


12        species of special concern, so we go out, and
  


13        our purpose is not to relocate the gopher
  


14        tortoises off the site.  What our purpose is to
  


15        go and identify where they are, so we flag
  


16        them, put a yellow tape around it, and then we
  


17        coordinate with the folks from Buffalo to see
  


18        whether or not the tortoises are going to be in
  


19        harm's way.  Are they going to be in an area
  


20        that they are going to have to clear or maybe
  


21        dig up munitions if they find them?  So where
  


22        they are, then we go through the State process
  


23        with the Game Commission Gopher tortoise
  


24        biology and program, and we do 100 percent
  


25        survey, we turn that survey in.  It gets
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 1        evaluated, and we get a permit, and we relocate
  


 2        those tortoises that need to be relocated to an
  


 3        approved recipient site so that they won't be
  


 4        harmed in the process.
  


 5             Here is sort of what is associated with
  


 6        the VCO, and I have gone through what we have
  


 7        done there.  The significant thing I will tell
  


 8        you on this site is sort of where are we now.
  


 9        We have been through and studied sector A, B,
  


10        C, E and F, so those are the ones we have done
  


11        the wildlife surveys on, and we now are in the
  


12        process of completing our first post
  


13        remediation report.  That will be on Bravo's
  


14        sector, so we are going through, and we are
  


15        providing all the information -- the VCO
  


16        specifies what we have to put in that report,
  


17        and we are this close to having that report all
  


18        ready and finalized and being able to submit to
  


19        the folks at the DEP.  That's where we are on
  


20        our work to date.
  


21             In this slide, which you have seen before,
  


22        and it's on our board out there.  This is where
  


23        we tried to give you a visual so that you can
  


24        see at a glance where we are.  So each of these
  


25        colors is one of the sectors, so each of the
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 1        colors is a sector.  Each one of these blocks
  


 2        here describes an activity.  This is -- this
  


 3        one is wading bird surveys, colony sites.  This
  


 4        is a Florida sandhill crane survey block.  This
  


 5        is the gopher tortoise block, and then there
  


 6        are other blocks that have to do with the
  


 7        geophysical mapping and disposal and
  


 8        restoration of sites and so forth.  It all ends
  


 9        up at the end with what Hubert described was
  


10        the written notification and acceptance that
  


11        the site has been cleaned up, but what we try
  


12        to do on here is tell you where we are in the
  


13        process with a visual glance.
  


14             So if you -- let's take Bravo sector, the
  


15        one we are about to turn the report in on,
  


16        that's the green one, so this shows we have
  


17        completed this task on Bravo, and this task,
  


18        and this task, and this task, and this task,
  


19        and this task, and this task, and this task.
  


20        This is the owner submits the area specific
  


21        completion report, and we are about 80 to
  


22        90 percent finished with that.  And as part of
  


23        that post remediation wetland impact analysis,
  


24        we are just about through with that part, too.
  


25             That's where we are, and this shows you
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 1        what sectors we are working on and what we have
  


 2        done.  This space right here is Delta, that's
  


 3        one that we have not started on yet, Delta
  


 4        sector, and then we haven't started here on
  


 5        Golf.  That's what that is.  If you want to
  


 6        look at that at the end and review that in more
  


 7        detail, we can talk about it, but that's the
  


 8        purpose of this.
  


 9             So that's sort of where we are with the
  


10        environmental reviews.  We have been very
  


11        careful and diligent to follow the letter and
  


12        spirit of the VCO in every step, so everything
  


13        we have done we have turned in as appropriate
  


14        and reported to DEP, and they reviewed it and
  


15        signed off on the work that's been done on
  


16        wetlands and species, so that's where we are.
  


17             I will turn it over to Dave to talk to you
  


18        about the most important aspect of what we are
  


19        doing, the cleanup, and we can answer questions
  


20        at the end if you have any.
  


21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Thank you, Dr. Dennis.
  


22             As Mike said, I am Dave Crossley.  I am
  


23        the project manager of the site, and I am
  


24        overall responsible for the field activities
  


25        and the safety of the field activities.
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 1             I know you are probably getting tired of
  


 2        seeing this same map, but I wanted it up here
  


 3        for a specific reason.  Initially all of our
  


 4        sectors were squared off.  After starting the
  


 5        process, the Alpha and Bravo sectors, we
  


 6        determined it would probably be best if we
  


 7        cleared all the sectors away from the housing
  


 8        community prior to getting to the Golf sector,
  


 9        so the Golf sector, as you can see up there in
  


10        the upper left, will be the last sector we
  


11        complete.  The reason for that we want to
  


12        determine what is out there, and we are hoping,
  


13        as we get closer to the housing community,
  


14        there won't be as much ordnance and we can, you
  


15        know, adjust our activities to what is
  


16        happening there.
  


17             In our process, the first process, we
  


18        started the Alpha sector.  Our intention was to
  


19        analogue, search all of the swamp areas and
  


20        geophysically map all the upland areas,
  


21        clear-cut the upland areas and just analogue --
  


22        analogue is our UXO techs walking through the
  


23        swamps with analogue detectors searching for
  


24        items.  We assumed that there wouldn't be any
  


25        ordnance items in the swamps in the Alpha
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 1        sector, so we wouldn't have to cut them.  That
  


 2        didn't turn out to be true.  We found some
  


 3        ordnance items, so we are in the process of
  


 4        going back and removing some of the swamps,
  


 5        which I will explain to you later where we are
  


 6        doing that at.
  


 7             Our next process involves geophysics.
  


 8        After we cut the trees, the trees are cut with
  


 9        several different pieces of equipment.  We have
  


10        Feller Bunchers, large forestry equipment that
  


11        comes in and cuts all the upland trees off, and
  


12        we have remote operating vehicles that go into
  


13        areas that are hazardous to cut the trees off.
  


14             After the trees are cut off, which you can
  


15        see have been cleared here, we have several
  


16        platforms of geophysical equipment, and we use
  


17        two types.  We use EM locators, and we use
  


18        magnetic locators.  The EM locators, which are
  


19        timely flux locators, we map them first, and
  


20        they find all the shallow ordnance.  We dig
  


21        that up.  After that is done, and the QC
  


22        process is done, we go back and map it again
  


23        with the magnetic locator, which will find
  


24        anything that's deeper.  Basically, the depth,
  


25        if there is a bomb down there 25 feet, it will
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 1        locate it.
  


 2             Most of this equipment is equipment that
  


 3        we produce in-house.  The equipment in the
  


 4        middle is specifically for the swamps.  That's
  


 5        our mud ops.  It has a sled that floats, so we
  


 6        can go pretty much anywhere within reason with
  


 7        that piece of equipment.
  


 8             Again, the same map.  The reason we put
  


 9        this together, all the red dots are
  


10        ordnance-related items that we have recovered
  


11        to date.  We started in the Alpha sector, and
  


12        you can see we found items outside the Alpha
  


13        sector.  We assume, because we don't know for
  


14        sure based on our research, there shouldn't
  


15        have been anything out there, but this area of
  


16        Alpha sector had been filled, so we are
  


17        assuming that they pushed dirt from in here,
  


18        out here and moved ordnance items with it, so
  


19        these have been cleared.
  


20             Again, our original intention wasn't to
  


21        clear the swamp areas in Alpha and Bravo,
  


22        except in the targeted areas.  The target areas
  


23        go from about here and kind of loop down this
  


24        way, and that's the target areas where we knew
  


25        we were going to have to clear-cut the swamps
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 1        to map them.  After we started finding ordnance
  


 2        items outside of this, we developed a range fan
  


 3        based on the items we found 75 millimeters,
  


 4        37 millimeters and fuses -- some bomb fuses we
  


 5        found in those areas, so we developed,
  


 6        basically, what we determined the shot in this
  


 7        area here, a range band.  So now we are
  


 8        clearcutting the swamps in this entire area and
  


 9        in the range area.  The swamps will be left
  


10        down at the bottom.
  


11             UXO and munitions debris found to date in
  


12        all the sectors we found 2.36-inch rockets,
  


13        which was commonly known as the bazooka.  I am
  


14        not sure we found any live bazooka rockets yet,
  


15        but we are still in Alpha area and cleaning
  


16        that up, and we expect to find more.
  


17             We found 75 MM high explosive rounds, the
  


18        white phosphorus rounds, and the high explosive
  


19        anti-tank projectiles we found several of each
  


20        of those.  Several six to eight to ten to
  


21        twenty to 37 MM projectiles we found.  Rifle
  


22        grenades, these were all fired from the same
  


23        area in the Alpha sector.  3.5-inch rocket
  


24        warheads that were fired from aircraft, 5-inch
  


25        rockets and fuses that were also aircraft fired
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 1        from the ground and from the sky.  We found
  


 2        general purpose bomb base fuses and
  


 3        fragmentation, which leads us to believe that
  


 4        there are bombs out there.  And 4-pound
  


 5        incendiary bombs, this is the one we found in
  


 6        Charlie sector, we found over 600 that were
  


 7        live, and I have some pictures of these after
  


 8        this.  20-pound practice bombs, we found
  


 9        several of those.  I think we are blowing some
  


10        of them up tomorrow.  And as of this meeting, a
  


11        total of 658 actual UXO live items.
  


12             This is the 2.36-inch rocket.  It is a
  


13        shoulder-fired weapon, as you can see here.
  


14        These are actual pictures on the range, they
  


15        shot here, so we know they are here.  This is
  


16        what it looks like when they load it.  These
  


17        are what they look like when we find them, and
  


18        these are all potential explosive warheads.
  


19             37 MM projectiles fired from aircraft and
  


20        from the ground, practice armament.  This is
  


21        what it looks like when it's belted up and
  


22        ready to go.  This is what they look like when
  


23        we find them.  They don't look like much.  You
  


24        can see the hole in this one.  It's impossible
  


25        to tell from looking at these if they are high
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 1        explosive or practice, so we use shape charges
  


 2        and punch a hole through them to either
  


 3        detonate them or make sure they are practice.
  


 4             Rifle grenades, this was the infantryman's
  


 5        favorite weapon.  This happens to be a
  


 6        shape-charged rifle grenade for anti-tank,
  


 7        which we found pieces of those, so we know they
  


 8        are out there.  As tank armament got bigger,
  


 9        they didn't work, so the infantrymen didn't
  


10        like it after that.
  


11             75 MM projectiles, these we found down in
  


12        the Alpha and Bravo sectors, which kind of
  


13        surprised us, we didn't figure we would find 75
  


14        MM projectiles in those areas.  Again, this is
  


15        what it looks like before it is fired.  This is
  


16        what it looks like when we found them.  Some of
  


17        them we found actually with fuses on them.
  


18        This is the fuse, and we detonated all of
  


19        these.
  


20             Aircraft rockets, we got the 5-inch rocket
  


21        and the 3.5-inch rocket.  We found these out
  


22        there.  These happen to be anti-submarine
  


23        rockets or anti-tank rockets because they are
  


24        hardened rockets.
  


25             This is the one we like the most, the
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 1        general purpose bomb, we found base fuses for
  


 2        bombs out there, and we found fragments from
  


 3        high explosive bombs out there.  This is what
  


 4        it looks like pre-dropped.  This is what it
  


 5        looks like after it detonates, which leads us
  


 6        to believe they are still out there.
  


 7             And we really haven't gotten up into the
  


 8        bombing area yet, but we are expecting to find
  


 9        multiple bombs.
  


10             These are the 20-pound practice bombs.
  


11        These are the way we find them, couple feet
  


12        deep generally.  You can see the smoke hole
  


13        right here, this is in our demo pit getting
  


14        ready to detonate them.  The reason we have to
  


15        detonate them, even though they are practice,
  


16        this is a black powder bag charge inside the
  


17        round, and generally this is a small steel
  


18        plate that is on here and rusts away, so you
  


19        can see inside there, and you can see the black
  


20        powder bag is still inside there.  The reason I
  


21        like to show people this is the potential of
  


22        this one hurting someone is much higher than a
  


23        high explosive bomb.  Black powder is much more
  


24        sensitive, and it becomes more sensitive over
  


25        time.  So if someone would happen to pick up
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 1        one of these pretty little things and make a
  


 2        paperweight and jostle it around, it could hurt
  


 3        you.
  


 4             These are the A&M 50 and A&M 54 fire
  


 5        bombs.  This is in the upper Charlie sector.
  


 6        This is -- I don't know if you can see the
  


 7        little yellow flags out here.  After we do
  


 8        geophysical mapping, our VFR team with
  


 9        geophysics goes out there and plants those
  


10        flags.  Each one of those flags is a hit that
  


11        our teams dig up.  We dug up approximately 400
  


12        to 500 of these in one target area, and these
  


13        are all live.  These all have fuses.  These are
  


14        all live and ready to go.  The way these
  


15        function, and I like to show these too because
  


16        these are all over out there, and anybody
  


17        walking around out there could pick this up not
  


18        knowing what it is because it looks like a
  


19        stick, like a metal stick.  Makes a good hammer
  


20        actually.  These all come with a fuzz.  The
  


21        fuzz is right here.  It has a fast-fire charge,
  


22        and the way these fuses operate is when it is
  


23        dropped from the aircraft, they drop them in
  


24        bundles.  They all get dropped out, and the
  


25        bundles separate, there is small plunger right







25


  
 1        here, and the plunger comes out, and that arms
  


 2        the fuse.  Then it has a free-floating weight
  


 3        behind that with a firing pin.  When that
  


 4        free-floating weight, when it hits the ground
  


 5        and hits that firing pin, it will ignite the
  


 6        first fire charge, and it will ignite the
  


 7        thermal.
  


 8             SHERRY BURNS:  Are these all from the
  


 9        naval base?
  


10             MR. CROSSLEY:  The naval base?
  


11             SHERRY BURNS:  Yeah, there is a naval base
  


12        over there, so they dropped bombs here to test?
  


13             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not sure exactly where
  


14        they came from to drop the ordnance items here,
  


15        but I would assume they took off from over
  


16        there, yes, and armed over there.
  


17             They filled these with different thermate
  


18        and thermite.  Thermite didn't work so well
  


19        because thermite, when it burns, it burns like
  


20        a candle and just makes a fire.  They offered
  


21        to put thermate in there, which bubbles and
  


22        sputters as it burns, which is what they are
  


23        trying to do is catch things on fire, so they
  


24        work quite well.
  


25             The problem they had early on was firemen
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 1        would come out there and pick these up and
  


 2        scoot them away and not burn things up.  So to
  


 3        combat that, they put an explosive charge in
  


 4        the end of it.  They started out with a black
  


 5        powder charge, and then they started putting
  


 6        tetryl in there, a high explosive.  With
  


 7        different time things on there, it could be
  


 8        anywhere from one second to ten seconds to ten
  


 9        minutes when it detonates, you don't know.
  


10             The reason I am telling you all this is
  


11        these are quite hazardous, and they are all
  


12        over out there.  We really don't want anybody
  


13        out there picking these up.  Like I said, we
  


14        have destroyed over 600 of these already, and
  


15        we have had some teenagers walking around on
  


16        our property out there, I am not assuming they
  


17        are looking for something like this, if they
  


18        see it, they may think it's neat and take it
  


19        home.
  


20             One of the reasons that we are
  


21        clearcutting the swamps, this is an actual
  


22        Cypress tree, and I believe, Doc, you told me
  


23        how old this tree was, told one of my guys this
  


24        was an older Cypress tree, could be very old.
  


25        The diameter of the tree doesn't matter.  It's
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 1        where it is at as to how old it is, but this is
  


 2        a fire bomb that was inside this tree.  It was
  


 3        sticking through this tree.  I actually took a
  


 4        saw and cut it out and destroyed it.  We didn't
  


 5        want to remove the tree with it in there
  


 6        because there is potential for our equipment to
  


 7        get burned up doing that, so we took that out.
  


 8             I think pretty much that's it.  That's our
  


 9        process, that's what we are finding out there.
  


10             Any questions.
  


11             SHERRY BURNS:  I think we had the
  


12        assumption that the church area had been
  


13        cleared of bombs; is that not right?
  


14             MR. CROSSLEY:  I know it's been cleared by
  


15        the Army Corps of Engineers, I believe.
  


16             SHERRY BURNS:  Because they wouldn't have
  


17        built here otherwise, would they?
  


18             MR. FARBES:  Please mention your name for
  


19        the record.
  


20             SHERRY BURNS:  My name is Sherry Burns.
  


21             MR. FARBES:  Ms. Burns, what I would say
  


22        to you in response is this:  There has been a
  


23        Corps of Engineers time critical removal
  


24        action; that's what they call it in the
  


25        regulations.  The acronym is TCRA, the time
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 1        critical removal action initiated by the Corps
  


 2        in 2007 was intended to address the ordnance
  


 3        that was discovered near the schools.  It was
  


 4        not intended to clear the entire area.  So if
  


 5        you were to ask a representative of the Corps,
  


 6        I think they would say to you they cleared the
  


 7        area.  They were designated to clear.
  


 8             SHERRY BURNS:  So we don't really know?
  


 9             MR. FARBES:  We don't really know, that's
  


10        exactly correct.
  


11             Any other questions we can answer for you?
  


12        If you like to use a microphone, I will have to
  


13        ask you to go over here.  We do have a
  


14        microphone, if you feel more comfortable --
  


15             SHERRY BURNS:  I can talk loud.
  


16             MR. FARBES:  You didn't have any problem
  


17        projecting.
  


18             SHERRY BURNS:  We had the assumption that
  


19        it was clear.
  


20             MR. FARBES:  That's why I answered as I
  


21        did.
  


22             Can I answer any other questions about any
  


23        aspect of the presentation h.
  


24             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran, which
  


25        area was the bombing?  Which sector was the big
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 1        area you said was the bombing range?
  


 2             MR. CROSSLEY:  The major impact area comes
  


 3        from here, and we have actually circled the
  


 4        major targets to eliminate the major impact
  


 5        area, and I wish I had that slide, but it,
  


 6        basically, comes around like this, comes up,
  


 7        and it goes kind of this way, so it's the upper
  


 8        two-thirds of the property pretty much.
  


 9             MALE SPEAKER:  So the Foxtrot area you
  


10        haven't cleared yet?
  


11             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Foxtrot area we just
  


12        started clearing timber.  We have done
  


13        preliminary clearance in there, activities in
  


14        there, so our machines can get in there.
  


15             If you take a look at the poster out
  


16        there, you can see what we have done in what
  


17        sector.  We are doing this in phases for
  


18        economic reasons because the timber removal
  


19        equipment is quite expensive, so we are trying
  


20        to get all of that done so we can move in and
  


21        clear everything out and get them out of here
  


22        and get that cost off the books.
  


23             SHERRY BURNS:  So how many million will it
  


24        take to get rid of the munitions?
  


25             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not at liberty to say.
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 1             SHERRY BURNS:  Quite a few, right?
  


 2             MR. FARBES:  Yes, ma'am, could you give us
  


 3        your name first.
  


 4             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  Yes, my name is
  


 5        Ethyl Welling-Trape (phonetic).  My question is
  


 6        up at the top at Golf and Foxtrot, that's near
  


 7        where this church is, correct?
  


 8             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am, it is right
  


 9        here.
  


10             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  So it was my
  


11        understanding that prior to creating this whole
  


12        area, this Warwick area, that was all cleaned
  


13        out by the Army of Engineers (sic), and so I am
  


14        just trying to understand how there are so
  


15        many -- there is the area -- just clarify for
  


16        me.  If this is the area that's already been
  


17        cleared, how is this the area that you are
  


18        concerned about?  Am I making sense?
  


19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  This property
  


20        for our client has been cleared, in part, by
  


21        the Army Corps of Engineers, if I can say
  


22        that -- go ahead, Greg.
  


23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we had time critical
  


24        removal action, the Army Corps actually only
  


25        addressed 69 acres up here, pretty well along
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 1        this road here and to there, and that's all
  


 2        that they did address, but the problem they had
  


 3        is they say we are only going to clear to
  


 4        4-foot, or we are only going to clear to the
  


 5        water table, and so what's happening is
  


 6        anything that's deeper -- and sometimes the
  


 7        water table might be an inch deep, as you know,
  


 8        and so we are doing it again.  We have done a
  


 9        little bit of work in there, and there are
  


10        still things in there.  They didn't actually
  


11        address any other part of the property at the
  


12        time.  They did a study to see what they could
  


13        find on the property, and that's what we based
  


14        some of our initial things on.
  


15             SHERRY BURNS:  Is that residential
  


16        property over here?
  


17             MR. FARBES:  Let me be specific.  This
  


18        lady asked a question about the Warwick
  


19        subdivision.  The Warwick subdivision is over
  


20        here.  It is outside of this property.  This is
  


21        only the private property owned by the
  


22        Mockingbird owners.
  


23             Other questions?
  


24             Yes, sir, could you give us your name
  


25        first?
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 1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Frank Sebastian.  Couple
  


 2        questions, when did Mockingbird acquire the
  


 3        parcel?
  


 4             MR. FARBES:  In 1956.
  


 5             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And when they acquired
  


 6        it, they weren't aware it had been a bombing
  


 7        range?
  


 8             MR. FARBES:  When they acquired the
  


 9        property, I believe everyone in the area knew
  


10        it had been a historic military reservation.
  


11        It was not on enclave of the Federal
  


12        Government.  It was a leasehold, but the
  


13        representations made in the record, and the
  


14        data available in the record indicated that the
  


15        United States Army had cleared the property of
  


16        ordnance, so that's what people believed.  I
  


17        think that's what the owner of the property --
  


18        the owner of the property remained a private
  


19        land owner throughout all of World War II when
  


20        the property was being used as a bombing range.
  


21        When the property was returned to the private
  


22        landlord, all the records indicate -- there was
  


23        actually a lawsuit associated with this -- but
  


24        the records indicate the private owner thought
  


25        the property had been cleaned.
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 1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Just one other
  


 2        question --
  


 3             MR. FARBES:  Sure.
  


 4             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  -- for a period of time,
  


 5        that has been used for cattle.  There have been
  


 6        cattle grazing out there?
  


 7             MR. FARBES:  Yes, sir, historically there
  


 8        was a lot -- there was cattle grazing, and
  


 9        there was a level of farming, a level of
  


10        farming.
  


11             MR. CROSSLEY:  And a hunting preserve.
  


12             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And during any of that
  


13        time, any record of cows being blown up?
  


14             MR. FARBES:  No, there is no record of
  


15        damage to any of the farm animals.  There is,
  


16        what I would call, an oral history record.
  


17        People talk about incidents -- they are not
  


18        documented -- incidents where something blew
  


19        up.  Someone fired at something, and instead of
  


20        hitting the ground, there was an explosion.
  


21        Someone ran a piece of farm equipment over
  


22        something, there was an explosion.  There is
  


23        one currently-documented incident from 2002
  


24        where a farmhand operating a piece of farm
  


25        equipment hit something.  He got out of his
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 1        cab, the cab of the vehicle, to look to see
  


 2        what the implement hit.  He saw something.  The
  


 3        people from Buffalo say that what he saw was a
  


 4        four-pound incendiary bomb.  He saw something
  


 5        that was smoking.  He kicked it.  When it
  


 6        turned over, he saw it burning.  He turned and
  


 7        got back in his cab and drove the vehicle
  


 8        forward, and there was an explosion that
  


 9        flattened the trees in the area, so had it not
  


10        been a fuse incendiary bomb with a longer term
  


11        fuse, it would have killed him, so that's the
  


12        sort of thing that the project owner wants to
  


13        utilize the property and say something has to
  


14        be done about this.  There has been a lot of
  


15        dialogue about whether that would be initiated
  


16        by the Federal Government or not.  The
  


17        conclusion of that was the property owner had
  


18        to do it, and that's why the process is what we
  


19        described to you.
  


20             Yes, sir, give us your name.
  


21             DONALD TRAWICK:  Donald Trawick.
  


22             What is the total timeline of the cleanup?
  


23             MR. FARBES:  The cleanup is scheduled to
  


24        be completed in the spring or the summer of
  


25        2018.  The schedule is still generally on
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 1        track, but the schedule is driven by what the
  


 2        contractor finds, so we don't know what's going
  


 3        to be found, if it's a lot, or if it's
  


 4        something that takes a long time to remediate
  


 5        it will take longer to finish.
  


 6             Other questions.
  


 7             LISA AYERS:  Lisa Ayers.
  


 8             I have a question, David, in the Golf
  


 9        section, were there munitions found in there?
  


10        Because I thought there was a slide that you
  


11        had at the last meeting that showed where they
  


12        all were?
  


13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not by us.
  


14             LISA AYERS:  Not by you.
  


15             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Corps of Engineers
  


16        located items there.
  


17             GREG WILLIAMS:  They denotated 246 items
  


18        in the top left corner.
  


19             LISA AYERS:  You haven't surveyed that
  


20        yet?
  


21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not yet.
  


22             GREG WILLIAMS:  We took a quick look in
  


23        there.
  


24             MR. CROSSLEY:  We did an initial survey
  


25        with some geo-equipment.  The geophysical
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 1        equipment we ran over there just to see if
  


 2        there is stuff there, but it only tells us
  


 3        there is metal in the ground.  We don't know
  


 4        what that stuff is until we dig it up, and we
  


 5        haven't dug anything up yet.
  


 6             LISA AYERS:  So we don't really know yet?
  


 7             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are assuming there will
  


 8        be items in there.
  


 9             LISA AYERS:  Thank you.
  


10             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?
  


11             Yes, ma'am.
  


12             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  I am just wondering
  


13        about the metal being in the ground and its
  


14        impact on the water for long durations, and
  


15        what is the possibility of its impact in our
  


16        community, and what would be done to prevent
  


17        whatever disease or some type of contamination?
  


18             MR. CROSSLEY:  That's a very good
  


19        question.  We have contracted, and part of the
  


20        VCO is to put monitoring wells on the site.
  


21        Currently we have -- since we have been here,
  


22        we have put 14 monitoring wells on the site,
  


23        and I believe there is six more, so the water
  


24        is being monitored for any possible
  


25        contaminant, and so far I don't believe they
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 1        found any.
  


 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  And we take soil samples,
  


 3        and we are taking service water samples -- so
  


 4        we are taking soil samples in each sector,
  


 5        service water samples, along with the
  


 6        groundwater samples.  So we are testing for
  


 7        metals, what are called the rip-rack metals,
  


 8        and we haven't had anything yet.  So far as we
  


 9        go further up as we hit ordnance areas, we
  


10        continue testing.  And to date, there has been
  


11        nothing.
  


12             MR. FARBES:  Jim.
  


13             MR. PRATHER:  Jeff Prather, the water that
  


14        would be provided at your homes, will be
  


15        provided by utility, which isn't getting water
  


16        from this location, that's something we
  


17        regulate, so we make sure you always have a
  


18        safe supply of water coming in your community.
  


19             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?
  


20             LISA AYERS:  I have one, Lisa Ayers again.
  


21             I just wanted to make sure that that --
  


22        that swath of trees that run along the fence
  


23        there is -- that's still in the plan to keep,
  


24        right?  Because I have noticed that when you
  


25        are -- the clearing has just taken out all of
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 1        the trees in the land that's already been
  


 2        cleared.
  


 3             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are going to do
  


 4        everything we can to leave them, yes.
  


 5             LISA AYERS:  You will do everything you
  


 6        can?
  


 7             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  But if we find
  


 8        ordnance in there, they are going to have to be
  


 9        removed.  We have no choice.  We can't dig
  


10        under them, it just doesn't work.
  


11             LISA AYERS:  So you will be clearing or
  


12        checking right up to that fence line?
  


13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.
  


14             LISA AYERS:  Well, leave my trees, please.
  


15             MALE SPEAKER:  Yes.  Where is all this
  


16        excess water from where you are going to clear
  


17        off all this land and stuff?  Where is this
  


18        water going to go?
  


19             MR. CROSSLEY:  It's not going anywhere.
  


20             MALE SPEAKER:  It goes into a drainage
  


21        area, right?
  


22             MR. CROSSLEY:  The natural flow of the
  


23        water we have to restore at the end of this,
  


24        and we are restoring as we go.  We haven't
  


25        changed the direction of the water flow off the
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 1        property.  It is flowing the same way it always
  


 2        has.
  


 3             MALE SPEAKER:  We are over here at Lee
  


 4        Vista, and the wetlands butt right up to the
  


 5        back of our place, and it's wet.  So with all
  


 6        this water here, is any of this water shedding
  


 7        off going to be going into that wetland, or
  


 8        does it have its own wetlands?
  


 9             MR. CROSSLEY:  It has its own.  We have no
  


10        drainage going anywhere, other than what was
  


11        here when we got here.  In fact, the one area
  


12        that is draining we put up barriers to capture
  


13        silt and things in case we do disturb the soil
  


14        or whatever, and we haven't had any silt go
  


15        there yet, but we are protecting that.  We are
  


16        required to do that.
  


17             MALE SPEAKER:  So we don't need to worry
  


18        about it coming up into the back door?
  


19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not at all.
  


20             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran,
  


21        question for the doctor.  Is there a site that
  


22        we can view the mapping where the wetlands are?
  


23             MR. DENNIS:  We have that information.  I
  


24        think it's on the website.  There is a wetland
  


25        map on the website, I believe.
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 1             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And will they stay once
  


 2        it is wetlands because our property abuts
  


 3        conservation land that is wetland?
  


 4             MR. DENNIS:  The way the process is
  


 5        envisioned, and the way the VCO directs is that
  


 6        this project is not authorized to fill any
  


 7        wetlands, and this goes to your water storage
  


 8        question, also.  If this is the boundary of the
  


 9        wetland, we have them here.  It is a little bit
  


10        messy, but the green areas are the delineated
  


11        wetlands on the property.
  


12             BARBARA COCHERAN:  So ours isn't
  


13        delineated as a wetland, but it is.  It's up in
  


14        the G, the narrow G part.  It's not delineated
  


15        on the map, but when you look at our property,
  


16        it is in the narrow part of the G towards the
  


17        eastern side up at the top and toward the
  


18        right.  That whole section is part of G, and
  


19        ours, I think, is a little bit -- ours is just
  


20        on the other side of the school, east of the
  


21        school, and there is wetlands between us and
  


22        the school, but there is also wetlands behind
  


23        us, and I don't see the wetlands delineated on
  


24        that.
  


25             RICH BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  There is
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 1        another parcel separating our property to the
  


 2        back.  There is a smaller strip parcel there
  


 3        that is not owned by us, so you will still have
  


 4        that buffer because we're not planning to
  


 5        encroach into someone else's property.
  


 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a wetland here,
  


 7        and this is the school.
  


 8             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And then there is the
  


 9        wetland that runs east to west.  It's not shown
  


10        on there.
  


11             GREG WILLIAMS:  Above the fence.
  


12             MR. DENNIS:  This is just on this
  


13        property.  We didn't map the wetlands off the
  


14        property.
  


15             BARBARA COCHERAN:  It looked like it
  


16        ran -- from what I can tell, it looked like it
  


17        ran into that section, so I am just curious if,
  


18        one, it could be moved, and two, where they
  


19        were?
  


20             MR. DENNIS:  The VCO does not address
  


21        anything outside of the property boundary, so
  


22        anything outside, there won't be any impact to.
  


23             And it's important to note that, again,
  


24        the only reason that any of the Cypress domes
  


25        are being cut is to be able to do the testing,
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 1        and then to be able to remove the UXO ordnance.
  


 2        I have watched the work with these guys, they
  


 3        do everything they can to not have to go
  


 4        through that time and expense and effort to cut
  


 5        the Cypress trees.  What they do is they look
  


 6        in the uplands right up to the edge of the
  


 7        Cypress, and then they look on the other side.
  


 8        And if they are finding things on both sides
  


 9        and they have the 1943 aerials that show the
  


10        bombing run was right across there, it is to a
  


11        high probability there is something there, and
  


12        then they have to clear them.
  


13             But the wetlands -- the boundaries of the
  


14        wetlands are to stay the same, and we're not
  


15        filling the wetlands, so the water should stay
  


16        there.  Once it starts raining again, like
  


17        today, it should start filling up.  You are
  


18        going to still have wetlands there.  They are
  


19        going to be, you know, temporarily not Cypress
  


20        wetlands, but they will be marsh, and then we
  


21        expect that there will be copsing from the
  


22        Cypress stumps because the way they have been
  


23        doing this, they have just been cutting them
  


24        off at the ground level, and typically Cypress
  


25        will send up copses, new sprouts from there, so
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 1        that's what we are hoping will happen over
  


 2        time, but, you know, the plan is to still have
  


 3        the wetlands there, so I suspect that we are
  


 4        going to have a lot of wading bird activity out
  


 5        there with the marshes and so forth when the
  


 6        wetlands fill up.
  


 7             MR. FARBES:  Any other questions?
  


 8             All right.  Well, what I would like to do
  


 9        is thank everyone for coming.  If you go to the
  


10        last slide, Penny, the website for the Vista
  


11        Park project, which the owner maintains and
  


12        will continue to maintain through the
  


13        completion of VCO compliance is that address.
  


14        You can go to that website.  It contains, for
  


15        example, the transcript.  It will contain the
  


16        transcript of this meeting along with the
  


17        exhibits that we showed at this meeting.  It
  


18        contains a number of the significant activity
  


19        records that we have reported on to you over
  


20        the course of the process so far.
  


21             RICH BROCK:  It will maintain the
  


22        notifications for any time munitions will be
  


23        imploding, and we still maintain that on
  


24        Thursday if we do that activity.
  


25             MR. FARBES:  Let me make sure everyone
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 1        heard that.  The website does contain the
  


 2        schedule for munitions treatment.  The regular
  


 3        schedule for munitions treatment is on Thursday
  


 4        of each week, but there are circumstances where
  


 5        a significant munitions item may have to be,
  


 6        what is called, blown in place.  They will make
  


 7        a notice on the website before that is done, so
  


 8        all those circumstances represent our practices
  


 9        to try to make sure the neighbors are aware
  


10        before there is a significant demolition event.
  


11        As I said, that's been happening every week,
  


12        every Thursday in the middle of the day.  I
  


13        dare say based on certainly my experience it's
  


14        been happening, but you probably didn't know
  


15        about it because they have done a fabulous job
  


16        of their mitigation of noise and noise
  


17        consequences.  Everything that is blown on the
  


18        regular schedule is blown at a location where
  


19        they are able to encapsulate the explosives, so
  


20        it's not like what happened back in 2007 with
  


21        the Corps because I have seen those pictures.
  


22             So thank you again for attending.  We
  


23        appreciate your interest.  We will continue to
  


24        notify you when we have additional activities
  


25        that motivate us to let everyone know what the







45


  
 1        progress status is.  It will likely be in the
  


 2        next three or four months.
  


 3             Thanks again for attending.
  


 4             (Time ended 7:30 p.m.)
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 3
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           1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

           2                        - - - - -

           3             MR. FARBES:  Good evening, Folks.  Let me

           4        ask you -- let me ask you to give me your

           5        attention.  We are going to start our quick

           6        program here.

           7             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the

           8        representative -- legal representative for the

           9        owner of the Vista Park site.

          10             I would like to start out first by

          11        thanking Father Bishoy and the representatives

          12        of his congregation.  They are now the people

          13        who own this church.  It is his hospitality

          14        that allows us to be here.

          15             Father, thank you very much.

          16             I would also like to begin this by letting

          17        everyone know that this is the third of our

          18        neighborhood meetings where we provide

          19        information and updates to the neighbors -- to

          20        the people who might feel affected by our

          21        project, and I emphasize our project is the

          22        remediation, which is the removal and

          23        appropriate treatment of historic military

          24        ordnance at the Vista Park site; that's going

          25        to be our purpose this evening.
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           1             I want to begin by first recognizing

           2        visitors that we have here, and I will begin

           3        with the person that you all might know best,

           4        the Orlando City Commissioner for this region,

           5        Jim Gray, thank you very much for being here.

           6        We appreciate it.

           7             Also, there are representatives here

           8        tonight from Florida's Department of

           9        Environmental Protection, Tim Bahr, who is the

          10        Assistant Division Director for Waste

          11        Management; David Grabka, who is the

          12        Remediation Project Manager; from the Central

          13        District, someone who resides in your area,

          14        Jeff Prather, who is the Central District

          15        Director.  So thanks to everyone who is here.

          16             We are going to present to you the current

          17        status of remediation activity and do that by

          18        putting it in a context for you.  If you look

          19        at some of those boards, that's there, as well,

          20        for where we have been, when we started, how we

          21        progressed.  What you will see is the status of

          22        the project and the activity that we have

          23        undertaken to date.

          24             So the participants with me here, Dr. Mike

          25        Dennis from Breedlove, Dennis Associates, who
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           1        is our environmental and wetlands mitigation

           2        consultant; and two representatives from our

           3        remediation consultant, people who are actually

           4        clearing the munitions.  Greg Williams is the

           5        project director.  Dave Crossley is the project

           6        manager for Buffalo Restoration.

           7             So with all those introductions, let me

           8        just start by asking you to give your attention

           9        here.  Our presentation is around this issue,

          10        the issue is World War II deposition of

          11        munitions of what was then called the Pine

          12        Castle Jeep Range.  We have a number of images.

          13        If you have seen these presentations before,

          14        these are the same ones, but these give you an

          15        impression for what happened.  The most

          16        important impression being that one, which is

          17        all of those craters that were photographed in

          18        1953 in the area that is now the Vista Park and

          19        region neighborhood.  All of those bomb craters

          20        were the result of historic high altitude

          21        bombing activity, in addition to a whole

          22        variety of other munitions training deposition

          23        activity, so the next slide.

          24             We are about resolving the risk associated

          25        with, and the environmental contamination
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           1        conditions that have devolved from that World

           2        War II activity.

           3             So as I said before, the Pine Castle Jeep

           4        Range is the source of this.  Many of you who

           5        have lived in the neighborhood for some time

           6        will remember that in 2007, there was a

           7        discovery of munitions at the middle school

           8        that's adjacent to this church property.  That

           9        discovery resulted in the Corps of Engineers,

          10        as the representative of United States coming

          11        to this area, conducting a limited clearance

          12        around the school and in areas that were

          13        adjacent to the school.  They studied the site

          14        through 2008.  They have not committed to a

          15        date -- they being the United States -- and its

          16        representatives to remediate the project site.

          17             The Vista Park site is a privately owned

          18        parcel.  It is owned by a single ownership

          19        entity, and that parcel is in the center of the

          20        historic bombing range.

          21             For the owner's compliance with law, both

          22        local law and state law and federal law, the

          23        owner has elected to commence at its own

          24        expense a cleanup of its property.  And in

          25        order to carry out that cleanup and be sure
�
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           1        that it was consistent with federal and state

           2        law, the owner, with me as the owner's

           3        representative, went to the Florida Department

           4        of Environmental Protection, sought their

           5        authorization for a program for cleanup of the

           6        entire private parcel.  We have that approval

           7        by this document called a voluntary Cleanup

           8        Order, and that order is what we will be

           9        talking to you about, not in its detail, but to

          10        show you how we are complying with the order to

          11        accomplish cleanup of ordnance at the site.

          12             Here is what you can expect.  It hasn't

          13        really changed at all.  We will continue to

          14        inform you about our progress.  There will

          15        always be -- in the context of the voluntary

          16        cleanup order, the VCO, there will always be

          17        State Government oversight.  The Federal

          18        Government is not involved in this process

          19        because they have elected not to be involved in

          20        the going forward of VCO compliance.

          21        Neighbors, everyone in the area will see, and

          22        you have seen undoubtedly equipment that comes

          23        to the site.  There is some very large and very

          24        significant equipment on the site.  This is the

          25        most important element of what you can expect,
�
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           1        what is happening here.  In order to comply

           2        with the requirement of federal law, my client

           3        will routinely and on a periodic basis conduct

           4        meetings where the status of activity at the

           5        site and the work that's being accomplished in

           6        accord with the VCO will be reported to the

           7        neighborhood.

           8             Here is the site.  There is the church

           9        where we are right now.  The site is roughly

          10        1600 acres.  The designations that you see here

          11        were established by Buffalo Restoration.  They

          12        will explain them in more detail to you.

          13             Here is what we are doing in general.  In

          14        general terms, we obtained the authorization of

          15        Florida by the issuance of this VCO in June of

          16        2015.  We gave the first notice that we

          17        intended to comply with the requirements

          18        prescribed in the VCO in November of 2015.  We

          19        submitted a whole series of regulatory

          20        compliance reporting respecting these things at

          21        the site, so UMAM studies or something

          22        Dr. Dennis will explain to you what it has to

          23        do with the evaluation of wetland conditions,

          24        reporting of those conditions, establishing

          25        baselines associated with those conditions,
�
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           1        establishing GPS-related parameters for

           2        wetlands that are on the private property,

           3        submitting that and obtaining the approval for

           4        that, and then doing something called

           5        mitigation bank reservation.  What that in

           6        summary means is my client, the owner, has

           7        committed themselves to a VCO requirement.  To

           8        the extent wetlands are damaged, the damage to

           9        the wetlands must be mitigated.  Sometimes that

          10        mitigation will be in the form of our conduct

          11        before we leave.  But for the most part, that

          12        mitigation is accomplished by us going to what

          13        is called a bank for mitigation.  Florida has

          14        established this.  It's been in existence for a

          15        long time.  We have to buy wetlands

          16        compensation credits for all wetlands that we

          17        impact, so that's the process that we are going

          18        through first.

          19             Here is the process we will go through at

          20        the end.  They are going to talk to you about

          21        the middle.  When we finally complete the work,

          22        the VCO requires us to compile every element of

          23        our compliance into a single final completion

          24        report.  We have to submit that to FDEP.  If

          25        they accept it, the result of that acceptance
�
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           1        will be the issuance of FDEP's order notifying

           2        the owner that no further compliance action is

           3        required for ordnance remediation at this site.

           4        We also have to get -- we will request, and we

           5        have to get FDEP's approval for the site

           6        rehabilitation plan that they approved at the

           7        very beginning of this process in the VCO.

           8        Once we have a no further action order and a

           9        site rehabilitation completion order, the owner

          10        will have cleared the site and received the

          11        endorsement of FDEP for the way in which we

          12        cleared the site of ordnance.

          13             So that's the introduction.  Dr. Dennis is

          14        going to talk to you about one aspect of the

          15        wetlands remediation related to environmental

          16        and wetlands activity.

          17             MR. DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.

          18             I would like to introduce Penny Copell, my

          19        colleague and associate, who is working on this

          20        project.

          21             How many have been to these public

          22        sessions before?  Anybody that hasn't been here

          23        before?  Okay, a few of you.

          24             I will give you the background, but I

          25        don't want to bore you with some things that we
�
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           1        already covered.

           2             As Hubert said, before Greg and Dave can

           3        do any of their work, there were environmental

           4        conditions or studies that had to be done, and

           5        that's what we at Breedlove, Dennis &

           6        Associates have been tasked to do, so that's

           7        what I will report on.

           8             As Hubert said, the project site has been

           9        divided into different segments, Sector Alpha

          10        through Golf, and the cleanup is progressing

          11        generally along that, which Dave will tell you

          12        more about, but we have been doing our studies

          13        in relation to the VCO specifications following

          14        the requirement there.

          15             As Hubert said, there were certain

          16        requirements that had to be done first, and

          17        those, just briefly, we covered before, we had

          18        to identify all of the wetlands on the site.

          19        So we went out -- all of our wetland

          20        scientists -- we went out and we flagged and we

          21        recorded global position, GPS points, so we

          22        have a full map where all the wetlands are on

          23        the property site.  We had to give that to DEP,

          24        and they had to approve that; that's all been

          25        done.
�
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           1             And we also had to look at all of the

           2        wetlands and evaluate those for their

           3        functional value, whether they were a really

           4        well functioning wetland or maybe one that

           5        wasn't as well functioning, and we did that,

           6        and the State process for doing that is to do a

           7        Unified Mitigation Assessment Methodology,

           8        called UMAM, so we did that and evaluated all

           9        the wetlands on the site, gave them all a

          10        score, and then turned that into our reviewers

          11        of DEP.  They reviewed that and approved that.

          12        So before we could do anything, we had to come

          13        up with an evaluation of where the wetlands

          14        were and where the -- what the value of those

          15        wetlands were and arrive at some baseline

          16        condition, so all of that was done.  That came

          17        after we had done a lot of research on the

          18        project looking at the databases and all of

          19        that figured into the preliminary information

          20        that we did going into this.  The -- all of

          21        this is complete, and all of those preliminary

          22        information documents were provided.

          23             The site, as you all know, you are from

          24        this -- this is your home.  This is your

          25        neighborhood.  It's a site that's been in
�
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           1        active use for agricultural cattle production

           2        and timber and hunting clubs for many decades,

           3        and it consists of uplands and wetlands, so

           4        some of the uplands were pasture.  Some of the

           5        uplands were pine flat wood.  Some of the

           6        uplands were wetlands.  The wetlands onsite

           7        posed a significant challenge to folks doing

           8        the cleanup because their equipment, they will

           9        tell you about, has to be able to go over

          10        non-water for the most part, be able to go

          11        along the ground so that they can get a good

          12        test and do their detection procedures.  So

          13        because of that, we had to identify the

          14        wetlands and identify where might be possible

          15        munitions, and then those wetlands had to be

          16        cleared so that the testing could be done.  The

          17        wetlands onsite are typically shallow, shallow

          18        depth Cypress wetlands, so most of the site

          19        looks like wetlands of this nature.

          20             It is dry now.  Dry as we have been since,

          21        what, 1898, something like that, but they get

          22        wet in the summertime with 12 to 18 inches

          23        typically of water.

          24             The other thing we have to do before each

          25        sector, we have to do wildlife surveys.  So
�
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           1        this is taken from one of our helicopter

           2        wildlife surveys.  We do that for looking for

           3        wading birds, sandhill crane nests, Rook geese,

           4        so we do that before any sector is done.  So we

           5        already identified the wetlands, done all of

           6        that, and then we have to do a wildlife survey

           7        before a notice to commencement on a section

           8        can be done.

           9             The other thing besides the wading birds

          10        are gopher tortoise surveys.  The site has

          11        gopher tortoise.  That is a State-listed

          12        species of special concern, so we go out, and

          13        our purpose is not to relocate the gopher

          14        tortoises off the site.  What our purpose is to

          15        go and identify where they are, so we flag

          16        them, put a yellow tape around it, and then we

          17        coordinate with the folks from Buffalo to see

          18        whether or not the tortoises are going to be in

          19        harm's way.  Are they going to be in an area

          20        that they are going to have to clear or maybe

          21        dig up munitions if they find them?  So where

          22        they are, then we go through the State process

          23        with the Game Commission Gopher tortoise

          24        biology and program, and we do 100 percent

          25        survey, we turn that survey in.  It gets
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           1        evaluated, and we get a permit, and we relocate

           2        those tortoises that need to be relocated to an

           3        approved recipient site so that they won't be

           4        harmed in the process.

           5             Here is sort of what is associated with

           6        the VCO, and I have gone through what we have

           7        done there.  The significant thing I will tell

           8        you on this site is sort of where are we now.

           9        We have been through and studied sector A, B,

          10        C, E and F, so those are the ones we have done

          11        the wildlife surveys on, and we now are in the

          12        process of completing our first post

          13        remediation report.  That will be on Bravo's

          14        sector, so we are going through, and we are

          15        providing all the information -- the VCO

          16        specifies what we have to put in that report,

          17        and we are this close to having that report all

          18        ready and finalized and being able to submit to

          19        the folks at the DEP.  That's where we are on

          20        our work to date.

          21             In this slide, which you have seen before,

          22        and it's on our board out there.  This is where

          23        we tried to give you a visual so that you can

          24        see at a glance where we are.  So each of these

          25        colors is one of the sectors, so each of the
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           1        colors is a sector.  Each one of these blocks

           2        here describes an activity.  This is -- this

           3        one is wading bird surveys, colony sites.  This

           4        is a Florida sandhill crane survey block.  This

           5        is the gopher tortoise block, and then there

           6        are other blocks that have to do with the

           7        geophysical mapping and disposal and

           8        restoration of sites and so forth.  It all ends

           9        up at the end with what Hubert described was

          10        the written notification and acceptance that

          11        the site has been cleaned up, but what we try

          12        to do on here is tell you where we are in the

          13        process with a visual glance.

          14             So if you -- let's take Bravo sector, the

          15        one we are about to turn the report in on,

          16        that's the green one, so this shows we have

          17        completed this task on Bravo, and this task,

          18        and this task, and this task, and this task,

          19        and this task, and this task, and this task.

          20        This is the owner submits the area specific

          21        completion report, and we are about 80 to

          22        90 percent finished with that.  And as part of

          23        that post remediation wetland impact analysis,

          24        we are just about through with that part, too.

          25             That's where we are, and this shows you
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           1        what sectors we are working on and what we have

           2        done.  This space right here is Delta, that's

           3        one that we have not started on yet, Delta

           4        sector, and then we haven't started here on

           5        Golf.  That's what that is.  If you want to

           6        look at that at the end and review that in more

           7        detail, we can talk about it, but that's the

           8        purpose of this.

           9             So that's sort of where we are with the

          10        environmental reviews.  We have been very

          11        careful and diligent to follow the letter and

          12        spirit of the VCO in every step, so everything

          13        we have done we have turned in as appropriate

          14        and reported to DEP, and they reviewed it and

          15        signed off on the work that's been done on

          16        wetlands and species, so that's where we are.

          17             I will turn it over to Dave to talk to you

          18        about the most important aspect of what we are

          19        doing, the cleanup, and we can answer questions

          20        at the end if you have any.

          21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Thank you, Dr. Dennis.

          22             As Mike said, I am Dave Crossley.  I am

          23        the project manager of the site, and I am

          24        overall responsible for the field activities

          25        and the safety of the field activities.
�
                                                                     17



           1             I know you are probably getting tired of

           2        seeing this same map, but I wanted it up here

           3        for a specific reason.  Initially all of our

           4        sectors were squared off.  After starting the

           5        process, the Alpha and Bravo sectors, we

           6        determined it would probably be best if we

           7        cleared all the sectors away from the housing

           8        community prior to getting to the Golf sector,

           9        so the Golf sector, as you can see up there in

          10        the upper left, will be the last sector we

          11        complete.  The reason for that we want to

          12        determine what is out there, and we are hoping,

          13        as we get closer to the housing community,

          14        there won't be as much ordnance and we can, you

          15        know, adjust our activities to what is

          16        happening there.

          17             In our process, the first process, we

          18        started the Alpha sector.  Our intention was to

          19        analogue, search all of the swamp areas and

          20        geophysically map all the upland areas,

          21        clear-cut the upland areas and just analogue --

          22        analogue is our UXO techs walking through the

          23        swamps with analogue detectors searching for

          24        items.  We assumed that there wouldn't be any

          25        ordnance items in the swamps in the Alpha
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           1        sector, so we wouldn't have to cut them.  That

           2        didn't turn out to be true.  We found some

           3        ordnance items, so we are in the process of

           4        going back and removing some of the swamps,

           5        which I will explain to you later where we are

           6        doing that at.

           7             Our next process involves geophysics.

           8        After we cut the trees, the trees are cut with

           9        several different pieces of equipment.  We have

          10        Feller Bunchers, large forestry equipment that

          11        comes in and cuts all the upland trees off, and

          12        we have remote operating vehicles that go into

          13        areas that are hazardous to cut the trees off.

          14             After the trees are cut off, which you can

          15        see have been cleared here, we have several

          16        platforms of geophysical equipment, and we use

          17        two types.  We use EM locators, and we use

          18        magnetic locators.  The EM locators, which are

          19        timely flux locators, we map them first, and

          20        they find all the shallow ordnance.  We dig

          21        that up.  After that is done, and the QC

          22        process is done, we go back and map it again

          23        with the magnetic locator, which will find

          24        anything that's deeper.  Basically, the depth,

          25        if there is a bomb down there 25 feet, it will
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           1        locate it.

           2             Most of this equipment is equipment that

           3        we produce in-house.  The equipment in the

           4        middle is specifically for the swamps.  That's

           5        our mud ops.  It has a sled that floats, so we

           6        can go pretty much anywhere within reason with

           7        that piece of equipment.

           8             Again, the same map.  The reason we put

           9        this together, all the red dots are

          10        ordnance-related items that we have recovered

          11        to date.  We started in the Alpha sector, and

          12        you can see we found items outside the Alpha

          13        sector.  We assume, because we don't know for

          14        sure based on our research, there shouldn't

          15        have been anything out there, but this area of

          16        Alpha sector had been filled, so we are

          17        assuming that they pushed dirt from in here,

          18        out here and moved ordnance items with it, so

          19        these have been cleared.

          20             Again, our original intention wasn't to

          21        clear the swamp areas in Alpha and Bravo,

          22        except in the targeted areas.  The target areas

          23        go from about here and kind of loop down this

          24        way, and that's the target areas where we knew

          25        we were going to have to clear-cut the swamps
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           1        to map them.  After we started finding ordnance

           2        items outside of this, we developed a range fan

           3        based on the items we found 75 millimeters,

           4        37 millimeters and fuses -- some bomb fuses we

           5        found in those areas, so we developed,

           6        basically, what we determined the shot in this

           7        area here, a range band.  So now we are

           8        clearcutting the swamps in this entire area and

           9        in the range area.  The swamps will be left

          10        down at the bottom.

          11             UXO and munitions debris found to date in

          12        all the sectors we found 2.36-inch rockets,

          13        which was commonly known as the bazooka.  I am

          14        not sure we found any live bazooka rockets yet,

          15        but we are still in Alpha area and cleaning

          16        that up, and we expect to find more.

          17             We found 75 MM high explosive rounds, the

          18        white phosphorus rounds, and the high explosive

          19        anti-tank projectiles we found several of each

          20        of those.  Several six to eight to ten to

          21        twenty to 37 MM projectiles we found.  Rifle

          22        grenades, these were all fired from the same

          23        area in the Alpha sector.  3.5-inch rocket

          24        warheads that were fired from aircraft, 5-inch

          25        rockets and fuses that were also aircraft fired
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           1        from the ground and from the sky.  We found

           2        general purpose bomb base fuses and

           3        fragmentation, which leads us to believe that

           4        there are bombs out there.  And 4-pound

           5        incendiary bombs, this is the one we found in

           6        Charlie sector, we found over 600 that were

           7        live, and I have some pictures of these after

           8        this.  20-pound practice bombs, we found

           9        several of those.  I think we are blowing some

          10        of them up tomorrow.  And as of this meeting, a

          11        total of 658 actual UXO live items.

          12             This is the 2.36-inch rocket.  It is a

          13        shoulder-fired weapon, as you can see here.

          14        These are actual pictures on the range, they

          15        shot here, so we know they are here.  This is

          16        what it looks like when they load it.  These

          17        are what they look like when we find them, and

          18        these are all potential explosive warheads.

          19             37 MM projectiles fired from aircraft and

          20        from the ground, practice armament.  This is

          21        what it looks like when it's belted up and

          22        ready to go.  This is what they look like when

          23        we find them.  They don't look like much.  You

          24        can see the hole in this one.  It's impossible

          25        to tell from looking at these if they are high
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           1        explosive or practice, so we use shape charges

           2        and punch a hole through them to either

           3        detonate them or make sure they are practice.

           4             Rifle grenades, this was the infantryman's

           5        favorite weapon.  This happens to be a

           6        shape-charged rifle grenade for anti-tank,

           7        which we found pieces of those, so we know they

           8        are out there.  As tank armament got bigger,

           9        they didn't work, so the infantrymen didn't

          10        like it after that.

          11             75 MM projectiles, these we found down in

          12        the Alpha and Bravo sectors, which kind of

          13        surprised us, we didn't figure we would find 75

          14        MM projectiles in those areas.  Again, this is

          15        what it looks like before it is fired.  This is

          16        what it looks like when we found them.  Some of

          17        them we found actually with fuses on them.

          18        This is the fuse, and we detonated all of

          19        these.

          20             Aircraft rockets, we got the 5-inch rocket

          21        and the 3.5-inch rocket.  We found these out

          22        there.  These happen to be anti-submarine

          23        rockets or anti-tank rockets because they are

          24        hardened rockets.

          25             This is the one we like the most, the
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           1        general purpose bomb, we found base fuses for

           2        bombs out there, and we found fragments from

           3        high explosive bombs out there.  This is what

           4        it looks like pre-dropped.  This is what it

           5        looks like after it detonates, which leads us

           6        to believe they are still out there.

           7             And we really haven't gotten up into the

           8        bombing area yet, but we are expecting to find

           9        multiple bombs.

          10             These are the 20-pound practice bombs.

          11        These are the way we find them, couple feet

          12        deep generally.  You can see the smoke hole

          13        right here, this is in our demo pit getting

          14        ready to detonate them.  The reason we have to

          15        detonate them, even though they are practice,

          16        this is a black powder bag charge inside the

          17        round, and generally this is a small steel

          18        plate that is on here and rusts away, so you

          19        can see inside there, and you can see the black

          20        powder bag is still inside there.  The reason I

          21        like to show people this is the potential of

          22        this one hurting someone is much higher than a

          23        high explosive bomb.  Black powder is much more

          24        sensitive, and it becomes more sensitive over

          25        time.  So if someone would happen to pick up
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           1        one of these pretty little things and make a

           2        paperweight and jostle it around, it could hurt

           3        you.

           4             These are the A&M 50 and A&M 54 fire

           5        bombs.  This is in the upper Charlie sector.

           6        This is -- I don't know if you can see the

           7        little yellow flags out here.  After we do

           8        geophysical mapping, our VFR team with

           9        geophysics goes out there and plants those

          10        flags.  Each one of those flags is a hit that

          11        our teams dig up.  We dug up approximately 400

          12        to 500 of these in one target area, and these

          13        are all live.  These all have fuses.  These are

          14        all live and ready to go.  The way these

          15        function, and I like to show these too because

          16        these are all over out there, and anybody

          17        walking around out there could pick this up not

          18        knowing what it is because it looks like a

          19        stick, like a metal stick.  Makes a good hammer

          20        actually.  These all come with a fuzz.  The

          21        fuzz is right here.  It has a fast-fire charge,

          22        and the way these fuses operate is when it is

          23        dropped from the aircraft, they drop them in

          24        bundles.  They all get dropped out, and the

          25        bundles separate, there is small plunger right
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           1        here, and the plunger comes out, and that arms

           2        the fuse.  Then it has a free-floating weight

           3        behind that with a firing pin.  When that

           4        free-floating weight, when it hits the ground

           5        and hits that firing pin, it will ignite the

           6        first fire charge, and it will ignite the

           7        thermal.

           8             SHERRY BURNS:  Are these all from the

           9        naval base?

          10             MR. CROSSLEY:  The naval base?

          11             SHERRY BURNS:  Yeah, there is a naval base

          12        over there, so they dropped bombs here to test?

          13             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not sure exactly where

          14        they came from to drop the ordnance items here,

          15        but I would assume they took off from over

          16        there, yes, and armed over there.

          17             They filled these with different thermate

          18        and thermite.  Thermite didn't work so well

          19        because thermite, when it burns, it burns like

          20        a candle and just makes a fire.  They offered

          21        to put thermate in there, which bubbles and

          22        sputters as it burns, which is what they are

          23        trying to do is catch things on fire, so they

          24        work quite well.

          25             The problem they had early on was firemen
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           1        would come out there and pick these up and

           2        scoot them away and not burn things up.  So to

           3        combat that, they put an explosive charge in

           4        the end of it.  They started out with a black

           5        powder charge, and then they started putting

           6        tetryl in there, a high explosive.  With

           7        different time things on there, it could be

           8        anywhere from one second to ten seconds to ten

           9        minutes when it detonates, you don't know.

          10             The reason I am telling you all this is

          11        these are quite hazardous, and they are all

          12        over out there.  We really don't want anybody

          13        out there picking these up.  Like I said, we

          14        have destroyed over 600 of these already, and

          15        we have had some teenagers walking around on

          16        our property out there, I am not assuming they

          17        are looking for something like this, if they

          18        see it, they may think it's neat and take it

          19        home.

          20             One of the reasons that we are

          21        clearcutting the swamps, this is an actual

          22        Cypress tree, and I believe, Doc, you told me

          23        how old this tree was, told one of my guys this

          24        was an older Cypress tree, could be very old.

          25        The diameter of the tree doesn't matter.  It's
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           1        where it is at as to how old it is, but this is

           2        a fire bomb that was inside this tree.  It was

           3        sticking through this tree.  I actually took a

           4        saw and cut it out and destroyed it.  We didn't

           5        want to remove the tree with it in there

           6        because there is potential for our equipment to

           7        get burned up doing that, so we took that out.

           8             I think pretty much that's it.  That's our

           9        process, that's what we are finding out there.

          10             Any questions.

          11             SHERRY BURNS:  I think we had the

          12        assumption that the church area had been

          13        cleared of bombs; is that not right?

          14             MR. CROSSLEY:  I know it's been cleared by

          15        the Army Corps of Engineers, I believe.

          16             SHERRY BURNS:  Because they wouldn't have

          17        built here otherwise, would they?

          18             MR. FARBES:  Please mention your name for

          19        the record.

          20             SHERRY BURNS:  My name is Sherry Burns.

          21             MR. FARBES:  Ms. Burns, what I would say

          22        to you in response is this:  There has been a

          23        Corps of Engineers time critical removal

          24        action; that's what they call it in the

          25        regulations.  The acronym is TCRA, the time
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           1        critical removal action initiated by the Corps

           2        in 2007 was intended to address the ordnance

           3        that was discovered near the schools.  It was

           4        not intended to clear the entire area.  So if

           5        you were to ask a representative of the Corps,

           6        I think they would say to you they cleared the

           7        area.  They were designated to clear.

           8             SHERRY BURNS:  So we don't really know?

           9             MR. FARBES:  We don't really know, that's

          10        exactly correct.

          11             Any other questions we can answer for you?

          12        If you like to use a microphone, I will have to

          13        ask you to go over here.  We do have a

          14        microphone, if you feel more comfortable --

          15             SHERRY BURNS:  I can talk loud.

          16             MR. FARBES:  You didn't have any problem

          17        projecting.

          18             SHERRY BURNS:  We had the assumption that

          19        it was clear.

          20             MR. FARBES:  That's why I answered as I

          21        did.

          22             Can I answer any other questions about any

          23        aspect of the presentation h.

          24             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran, which

          25        area was the bombing?  Which sector was the big
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           1        area you said was the bombing range?

           2             MR. CROSSLEY:  The major impact area comes

           3        from here, and we have actually circled the

           4        major targets to eliminate the major impact

           5        area, and I wish I had that slide, but it,

           6        basically, comes around like this, comes up,

           7        and it goes kind of this way, so it's the upper

           8        two-thirds of the property pretty much.

           9             MALE SPEAKER:  So the Foxtrot area you

          10        haven't cleared yet?

          11             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Foxtrot area we just

          12        started clearing timber.  We have done

          13        preliminary clearance in there, activities in

          14        there, so our machines can get in there.

          15             If you take a look at the poster out

          16        there, you can see what we have done in what

          17        sector.  We are doing this in phases for

          18        economic reasons because the timber removal

          19        equipment is quite expensive, so we are trying

          20        to get all of that done so we can move in and

          21        clear everything out and get them out of here

          22        and get that cost off the books.

          23             SHERRY BURNS:  So how many million will it

          24        take to get rid of the munitions?

          25             MR. CROSSLEY:  I am not at liberty to say.
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           1             SHERRY BURNS:  Quite a few, right?

           2             MR. FARBES:  Yes, ma'am, could you give us

           3        your name first.

           4             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  Yes, my name is

           5        Ethyl Welling-Trape (phonetic).  My question is

           6        up at the top at Golf and Foxtrot, that's near

           7        where this church is, correct?

           8             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am, it is right

           9        here.

          10             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  So it was my

          11        understanding that prior to creating this whole

          12        area, this Warwick area, that was all cleaned

          13        out by the Army of Engineers (sic), and so I am

          14        just trying to understand how there are so

          15        many -- there is the area -- just clarify for

          16        me.  If this is the area that's already been

          17        cleared, how is this the area that you are

          18        concerned about?  Am I making sense?

          19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  This property

          20        for our client has been cleared, in part, by

          21        the Army Corps of Engineers, if I can say

          22        that -- go ahead, Greg.

          23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we had time critical

          24        removal action, the Army Corps actually only

          25        addressed 69 acres up here, pretty well along
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           1        this road here and to there, and that's all

           2        that they did address, but the problem they had

           3        is they say we are only going to clear to

           4        4-foot, or we are only going to clear to the

           5        water table, and so what's happening is

           6        anything that's deeper -- and sometimes the

           7        water table might be an inch deep, as you know,

           8        and so we are doing it again.  We have done a

           9        little bit of work in there, and there are

          10        still things in there.  They didn't actually

          11        address any other part of the property at the

          12        time.  They did a study to see what they could

          13        find on the property, and that's what we based

          14        some of our initial things on.

          15             SHERRY BURNS:  Is that residential

          16        property over here?

          17             MR. FARBES:  Let me be specific.  This

          18        lady asked a question about the Warwick

          19        subdivision.  The Warwick subdivision is over

          20        here.  It is outside of this property.  This is

          21        only the private property owned by the

          22        Mockingbird owners.

          23             Other questions?

          24             Yes, sir, could you give us your name

          25        first?
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           1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Frank Sebastian.  Couple

           2        questions, when did Mockingbird acquire the

           3        parcel?

           4             MR. FARBES:  In 1956.

           5             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And when they acquired

           6        it, they weren't aware it had been a bombing

           7        range?

           8             MR. FARBES:  When they acquired the

           9        property, I believe everyone in the area knew

          10        it had been a historic military reservation.

          11        It was not on enclave of the Federal

          12        Government.  It was a leasehold, but the

          13        representations made in the record, and the

          14        data available in the record indicated that the

          15        United States Army had cleared the property of

          16        ordnance, so that's what people believed.  I

          17        think that's what the owner of the property --

          18        the owner of the property remained a private

          19        land owner throughout all of World War II when

          20        the property was being used as a bombing range.

          21        When the property was returned to the private

          22        landlord, all the records indicate -- there was

          23        actually a lawsuit associated with this -- but

          24        the records indicate the private owner thought

          25        the property had been cleaned.
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           1             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  Just one other

           2        question --

           3             MR. FARBES:  Sure.

           4             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  -- for a period of time,

           5        that has been used for cattle.  There have been

           6        cattle grazing out there?

           7             MR. FARBES:  Yes, sir, historically there

           8        was a lot -- there was cattle grazing, and

           9        there was a level of farming, a level of

          10        farming.

          11             MR. CROSSLEY:  And a hunting preserve.

          12             FRANK SEBASTIAN:  And during any of that

          13        time, any record of cows being blown up?

          14             MR. FARBES:  No, there is no record of

          15        damage to any of the farm animals.  There is,

          16        what I would call, an oral history record.

          17        People talk about incidents -- they are not

          18        documented -- incidents where something blew

          19        up.  Someone fired at something, and instead of

          20        hitting the ground, there was an explosion.

          21        Someone ran a piece of farm equipment over

          22        something, there was an explosion.  There is

          23        one currently-documented incident from 2002

          24        where a farmhand operating a piece of farm

          25        equipment hit something.  He got out of his
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           1        cab, the cab of the vehicle, to look to see

           2        what the implement hit.  He saw something.  The

           3        people from Buffalo say that what he saw was a

           4        four-pound incendiary bomb.  He saw something

           5        that was smoking.  He kicked it.  When it

           6        turned over, he saw it burning.  He turned and

           7        got back in his cab and drove the vehicle

           8        forward, and there was an explosion that

           9        flattened the trees in the area, so had it not

          10        been a fuse incendiary bomb with a longer term

          11        fuse, it would have killed him, so that's the

          12        sort of thing that the project owner wants to

          13        utilize the property and say something has to

          14        be done about this.  There has been a lot of

          15        dialogue about whether that would be initiated

          16        by the Federal Government or not.  The

          17        conclusion of that was the property owner had

          18        to do it, and that's why the process is what we

          19        described to you.

          20             Yes, sir, give us your name.

          21             DONALD TRAWICK:  Donald Trawick.

          22             What is the total timeline of the cleanup?

          23             MR. FARBES:  The cleanup is scheduled to

          24        be completed in the spring or the summer of

          25        2018.  The schedule is still generally on
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           1        track, but the schedule is driven by what the

           2        contractor finds, so we don't know what's going

           3        to be found, if it's a lot, or if it's

           4        something that takes a long time to remediate

           5        it will take longer to finish.

           6             Other questions.

           7             LISA AYERS:  Lisa Ayers.

           8             I have a question, David, in the Golf

           9        section, were there munitions found in there?

          10        Because I thought there was a slide that you

          11        had at the last meeting that showed where they

          12        all were?

          13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not by us.

          14             LISA AYERS:  Not by you.

          15             MR. CROSSLEY:  The Corps of Engineers

          16        located items there.

          17             GREG WILLIAMS:  They denotated 246 items

          18        in the top left corner.

          19             LISA AYERS:  You haven't surveyed that

          20        yet?

          21             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not yet.

          22             GREG WILLIAMS:  We took a quick look in

          23        there.

          24             MR. CROSSLEY:  We did an initial survey

          25        with some geo-equipment.  The geophysical
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           1        equipment we ran over there just to see if

           2        there is stuff there, but it only tells us

           3        there is metal in the ground.  We don't know

           4        what that stuff is until we dig it up, and we

           5        haven't dug anything up yet.

           6             LISA AYERS:  So we don't really know yet?

           7             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are assuming there will

           8        be items in there.

           9             LISA AYERS:  Thank you.

          10             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?

          11             Yes, ma'am.

          12             ETHYL WELLING-TRAPE:  I am just wondering

          13        about the metal being in the ground and its

          14        impact on the water for long durations, and

          15        what is the possibility of its impact in our

          16        community, and what would be done to prevent

          17        whatever disease or some type of contamination?

          18             MR. CROSSLEY:  That's a very good

          19        question.  We have contracted, and part of the

          20        VCO is to put monitoring wells on the site.

          21        Currently we have -- since we have been here,

          22        we have put 14 monitoring wells on the site,

          23        and I believe there is six more, so the water

          24        is being monitored for any possible

          25        contaminant, and so far I don't believe they
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           1        found any.

           2             GREG WILLIAMS:  And we take soil samples,

           3        and we are taking service water samples -- so

           4        we are taking soil samples in each sector,

           5        service water samples, along with the

           6        groundwater samples.  So we are testing for

           7        metals, what are called the rip-rack metals,

           8        and we haven't had anything yet.  So far as we

           9        go further up as we hit ordnance areas, we

          10        continue testing.  And to date, there has been

          11        nothing.

          12             MR. FARBES:  Jim.

          13             MR. PRATHER:  Jeff Prather, the water that

          14        would be provided at your homes, will be

          15        provided by utility, which isn't getting water

          16        from this location, that's something we

          17        regulate, so we make sure you always have a

          18        safe supply of water coming in your community.

          19             MR. FARBES:  Other questions?

          20             LISA AYERS:  I have one, Lisa Ayers again.

          21             I just wanted to make sure that that --

          22        that swath of trees that run along the fence

          23        there is -- that's still in the plan to keep,

          24        right?  Because I have noticed that when you

          25        are -- the clearing has just taken out all of
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           1        the trees in the land that's already been

           2        cleared.

           3             MR. CROSSLEY:  We are going to do

           4        everything we can to leave them, yes.

           5             LISA AYERS:  You will do everything you

           6        can?

           7             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.  But if we find

           8        ordnance in there, they are going to have to be

           9        removed.  We have no choice.  We can't dig

          10        under them, it just doesn't work.

          11             LISA AYERS:  So you will be clearing or

          12        checking right up to that fence line?

          13             MR. CROSSLEY:  Yes, ma'am.

          14             LISA AYERS:  Well, leave my trees, please.

          15             MALE SPEAKER:  Yes.  Where is all this

          16        excess water from where you are going to clear

          17        off all this land and stuff?  Where is this

          18        water going to go?

          19             MR. CROSSLEY:  It's not going anywhere.

          20             MALE SPEAKER:  It goes into a drainage

          21        area, right?

          22             MR. CROSSLEY:  The natural flow of the

          23        water we have to restore at the end of this,

          24        and we are restoring as we go.  We haven't

          25        changed the direction of the water flow off the
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           1        property.  It is flowing the same way it always

           2        has.

           3             MALE SPEAKER:  We are over here at Lee

           4        Vista, and the wetlands butt right up to the

           5        back of our place, and it's wet.  So with all

           6        this water here, is any of this water shedding

           7        off going to be going into that wetland, or

           8        does it have its own wetlands?

           9             MR. CROSSLEY:  It has its own.  We have no

          10        drainage going anywhere, other than what was

          11        here when we got here.  In fact, the one area

          12        that is draining we put up barriers to capture

          13        silt and things in case we do disturb the soil

          14        or whatever, and we haven't had any silt go

          15        there yet, but we are protecting that.  We are

          16        required to do that.

          17             MALE SPEAKER:  So we don't need to worry

          18        about it coming up into the back door?

          19             MR. CROSSLEY:  Not at all.

          20             BARBARA COCHERAN:  Barbara Cocheran,

          21        question for the doctor.  Is there a site that

          22        we can view the mapping where the wetlands are?

          23             MR. DENNIS:  We have that information.  I

          24        think it's on the website.  There is a wetland

          25        map on the website, I believe.
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           1             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And will they stay once

           2        it is wetlands because our property abuts

           3        conservation land that is wetland?

           4             MR. DENNIS:  The way the process is

           5        envisioned, and the way the VCO directs is that

           6        this project is not authorized to fill any

           7        wetlands, and this goes to your water storage

           8        question, also.  If this is the boundary of the

           9        wetland, we have them here.  It is a little bit

          10        messy, but the green areas are the delineated

          11        wetlands on the property.

          12             BARBARA COCHERAN:  So ours isn't

          13        delineated as a wetland, but it is.  It's up in

          14        the G, the narrow G part.  It's not delineated

          15        on the map, but when you look at our property,

          16        it is in the narrow part of the G towards the

          17        eastern side up at the top and toward the

          18        right.  That whole section is part of G, and

          19        ours, I think, is a little bit -- ours is just

          20        on the other side of the school, east of the

          21        school, and there is wetlands between us and

          22        the school, but there is also wetlands behind

          23        us, and I don't see the wetlands delineated on

          24        that.

          25             RICH BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  There is
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           1        another parcel separating our property to the

           2        back.  There is a smaller strip parcel there

           3        that is not owned by us, so you will still have

           4        that buffer because we're not planning to

           5        encroach into someone else's property.

           6             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a wetland here,

           7        and this is the school.

           8             BARBARA COCHERAN:  And then there is the

           9        wetland that runs east to west.  It's not shown

          10        on there.

          11             GREG WILLIAMS:  Above the fence.

          12             MR. DENNIS:  This is just on this

          13        property.  We didn't map the wetlands off the

          14        property.

          15             BARBARA COCHERAN:  It looked like it

          16        ran -- from what I can tell, it looked like it

          17        ran into that section, so I am just curious if,

          18        one, it could be moved, and two, where they

          19        were?

          20             MR. DENNIS:  The VCO does not address

          21        anything outside of the property boundary, so

          22        anything outside, there won't be any impact to.

          23             And it's important to note that, again,

          24        the only reason that any of the Cypress domes

          25        are being cut is to be able to do the testing,
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           1        and then to be able to remove the UXO ordnance.

           2        I have watched the work with these guys, they

           3        do everything they can to not have to go

           4        through that time and expense and effort to cut

           5        the Cypress trees.  What they do is they look

           6        in the uplands right up to the edge of the

           7        Cypress, and then they look on the other side.

           8        And if they are finding things on both sides

           9        and they have the 1943 aerials that show the

          10        bombing run was right across there, it is to a

          11        high probability there is something there, and

          12        then they have to clear them.

          13             But the wetlands -- the boundaries of the

          14        wetlands are to stay the same, and we're not

          15        filling the wetlands, so the water should stay

          16        there.  Once it starts raining again, like

          17        today, it should start filling up.  You are

          18        going to still have wetlands there.  They are

          19        going to be, you know, temporarily not Cypress

          20        wetlands, but they will be marsh, and then we

          21        expect that there will be copsing from the

          22        Cypress stumps because the way they have been

          23        doing this, they have just been cutting them

          24        off at the ground level, and typically Cypress

          25        will send up copses, new sprouts from there, so
�
                                                                     43



           1        that's what we are hoping will happen over

           2        time, but, you know, the plan is to still have

           3        the wetlands there, so I suspect that we are

           4        going to have a lot of wading bird activity out

           5        there with the marshes and so forth when the

           6        wetlands fill up.

           7             MR. FARBES:  Any other questions?

           8             All right.  Well, what I would like to do

           9        is thank everyone for coming.  If you go to the

          10        last slide, Penny, the website for the Vista

          11        Park project, which the owner maintains and

          12        will continue to maintain through the

          13        completion of VCO compliance is that address.

          14        You can go to that website.  It contains, for

          15        example, the transcript.  It will contain the

          16        transcript of this meeting along with the

          17        exhibits that we showed at this meeting.  It

          18        contains a number of the significant activity

          19        records that we have reported on to you over

          20        the course of the process so far.

          21             RICH BROCK:  It will maintain the

          22        notifications for any time munitions will be

          23        imploding, and we still maintain that on

          24        Thursday if we do that activity.

          25             MR. FARBES:  Let me make sure everyone
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           1        heard that.  The website does contain the

           2        schedule for munitions treatment.  The regular

           3        schedule for munitions treatment is on Thursday

           4        of each week, but there are circumstances where

           5        a significant munitions item may have to be,

           6        what is called, blown in place.  They will make

           7        a notice on the website before that is done, so

           8        all those circumstances represent our practices

           9        to try to make sure the neighbors are aware

          10        before there is a significant demolition event.

          11        As I said, that's been happening every week,

          12        every Thursday in the middle of the day.  I

          13        dare say based on certainly my experience it's

          14        been happening, but you probably didn't know

          15        about it because they have done a fabulous job

          16        of their mitigation of noise and noise

          17        consequences.  Everything that is blown on the

          18        regular schedule is blown at a location where

          19        they are able to encapsulate the explosives, so

          20        it's not like what happened back in 2007 with

          21        the Corps because I have seen those pictures.

          22             So thank you again for attending.  We

          23        appreciate your interest.  We will continue to

          24        notify you when we have additional activities

          25        that motivate us to let everyone know what the
�
                                                                     45



           1        progress status is.  It will likely be in the

           2        next three or four months.

           3             Thanks again for attending.

           4             (Time ended 7:30 p.m.)
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