
In The Matter Of:

Transcript for Vista Park Remediation Project

November 15, 2016
Update Meeting

Legal Realtime Reporting
622 E. Washington Street

Suite 200
Orlando, Florida  32801

To open files, click on the desired file type in bookmark on left.
For quick saving or searching multiple files, click attachments tab (or paperclip) on left.

For best viewing/searching, use Adobe Reader/Acrobat ver. 9 or higher
(www.adobe.com).


	Files
	ScreenView Transcript (view/search)
	Condensed Transcript (view/search/print) 
	Full Size Format (view/search/print) 
	ASCII Transcript File





Page 1


 1
 2
 3
 4
 5
 6
 7                        - - - - -
 8      TRANSCRIPT FOR VISTA PARK REMEDIATION PROJECT
 9                      UPDATE MEETING
10                    November 15, 2016
11                  6:00 p.m. to 7:20 p.m.
12                Atonement Lutheran Church
13                   8849 Passaic Parkway
14                   Orlando, Florida 32829
15                        - - - - -
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25


Legal Realtime Reporting







Page 2


 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                        - - - - -
 3             HUBERT FARBES:  Good evening, everyone.
 4        We appreciate your attendance tonight.
 5             This is the second update meeting
 6        respective to the Vista Park remediation
 7        project, and the rules that I would like to
 8        have us abide by tonight so we are sure we have
 9        a clear record of our dialogue at this meeting
10        is that we're going to make a 20-odd-minute,
11        25-minute presentation to you.  We have a slide
12        presentation that includes a number of the
13        images of the work activity ongoing.  We, being
14        the developers, owner's representative team.
15             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
16        attorney for the Mockingbird project owner, and
17        Mike Dennis of Breedlove, Dennis & Associates
18        and Greg Williams of Buffalo Restoration will
19        be joining me in this presentation.
20             I also want to announce, I don't know if
21        you are aware that representatives of the
22        Florida Department of Environmental Protection
23        are here, Peter Cornais, the waste program
24        administrator is here.  He and Lisa Frank are
25        also available, as well.
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 1             So let me start with the first slide, if
 2        you would.  Many of you have seen these images
 3        because we have displayed them.  They have been
 4        displayed to the press.
 5             The history of this particular site is
 6        unique in that it was a former bombing and
 7        gunnery range, with historic evidence of
 8        munitions activity in this area, in particular
 9        we are going to help you to get a reference
10        sense for because in the course of our
11        presentation, we will show what you these areas
12        look like today.
13             Next slide, please, and the next one.
14             Just a quick summary for everyone's
15        information.  We got here because we have a
16        contamination condition that stems from World
17        War II activity.  That condition was the
18        subject of a variety of investigations
19        conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers in
20        2007 and subsequently, and the result of those
21        studies has been first a determination of the
22        Corps that there is some level of
23        contamination, and a determination that there
24        is no committed date for further remediation of
25        the site.  The project owner, my client, has,
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 1        therefore, decided to seek approval of FDEP for
 2        a plan of remediation.  That plan for
 3        remediation was the subject of extensive
 4        discussion and dialogue with FDEP.  We
 5        submitted to them.  They made revisions that
 6        adjusted the plan.  It was called the voluntary
 7        cleanup order.  The document is a public
 8        document.  It is available on FDEP's public
 9        access system.  It's also available at the
10        project site's website.  We will give you that
11        information at the end of the presentation.
12             What all the neighbors can expect is
13        summarized here, but I would summarize it
14        further by saying the neighbors should expect
15        there will be little intrusion for your
16        day-to-day life as a result of our remediation
17        action.  What you will see is equipment.  What
18        you will know is that there is a plan and
19        program, the one I just referenced, and what
20        you can count on is that we will continue to
21        have these meetings.  The meetings are a
22        requirement of the FDEP plan, and they are
23        timed consistent with the owner's consultants
24        taking an active initiative in a different part
25        of the project site.  I will give you a summary
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 1        for what that is all about with the next slide.
 2             Here is the site.  This is where we are,
 3        the church in the northwest corner.  The
 4        sectors of the site where work will proceed
 5        will begin down here, and they will continue
 6        throughout sectors A through G.  We previously
 7        have given FDEF notice of commencement in
 8        Sectors A and B.  The work continues there.  We
 9        have most recently given FDEP notice that we
10        will commence work in Sector C.  There is the
11        beginning of work activity there.  No other
12        activity has occurred on the site, but the
13        expectation is over the course of the next year
14        plus, they will be working every site.
15             Next slide, please.
16             Here is the process.  The VCO, the
17        document that was the directive of FDEP
18        regarding utilization of processes to remediate
19        contamination at the site, that document was
20        published in June of 2015, and we have
21        forwarded -- we have gone forward with the
22        process, as it's illustrated here.  The owner
23        has given notice of commencement for its
24        acceptance of VCO terms, and then we are
25        proceeding with the FDEP's oversight and
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 1        approval of our wetlands inspection and
 2        wetlands designation determinations.  Those
 3        things have been completed, and Mike Dennis is
 4        going to discuss them.  We proceeded through
 5        the establishment of a process for UMAM scoring
 6        of wetland impacts.  There have been additional
 7        submittals regarding a final assessment and
 8        then a determination of anticipated impacts for
 9        wetlands, and also a determination that's been
10        approved by FDEP that the owner has the
11        capability to mitigate impacts to wetlands that
12        are the result of our process.
13             Ultimately, the process will lead to this
14        set of activities.  There will be a final
15        completion report when all compliance is
16        accomplished under the VCO.  The result of that
17        would be ultimately FDEP accepting the terms of
18        final completion and issuing a final site
19        rehabilitation completion order and a
20        determination that no further action is
21        required for this site.
22             So I am going to turn this over to Mike
23        Dennis to talk to you about the details of what
24        has been accomplished with wetlands to date.
25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.
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 1             And, again, thank you all for coming out.
 2             Our firm and I personally have been
 3        involved in this process from almost the
 4        beginning in the development of the VCO, so we
 5        were involved first in helping the team and the
 6        property owner develop the ICAP, the VCO
 7        process that relates to wetlands, wildlife and
 8        listed species, so our natural resource area is
 9        where we have been involved.
10             And before the VCO could be crafted, we
11        felt like we needed to know as much as we could
12        about the site, the site characteristics, so
13        that the natural environment could be properly
14        addressed in the VCO, so we researched
15        historical databases.  There is topography.
16        There is USGS topo maps, all the standard
17        information that was available.
18             One of the key things we did early on is
19        we flagged and took GPS readings of all the
20        wetlands boundaries, so we delineated the
21        wetlands on the site, so we knew what was
22        wetland and what was not, and that would be a
23        key component of how the VCO was structured and
24        the cleanup could occur.  We then looked at all
25        the wetlands to determine their functional
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 1        character, and that's done under a unified
 2        mitigation assessment methodology.  It is a
 3        statutory prescribed functional assessment.  We
 4        looked at those.  We looked at the databases
 5        for what wildlife and listed federal or state
 6        species either occurred or could occur, or was
 7        likely to occur on the site, so we considered
 8        those.  Then we coordinated, as I mentioned,
 9        with Buffalo and with Hubert's group and the
10        land owner to come up with methods for
11        analyzing the wetlands and post-remediation
12        activities and evaluated various restoration
13        approaches, and then coordinated those with
14        DEP.  So all that is done before anything
15        happened [with UXO].
16             And as you have heard before, the VCO is
17        set up to be conducted in sectors.  So we have
18        been working on Sector A, which is right here,
19        Sector B, which is right here, and we just
20        began on Sector C, which is this area right
21        there, so that's where the activities have been
22        concentrated.  And if you have driven down 417
23        along the Beach Line, you have seen probably
24        equipment out there and areas that look like
25        they have been cleared and bush-hogged and
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 1        those sorts of things.
 2             Next slide.
 3             This represents the wetlands that
 4        indicated were flagged and GPS'd and
 5        subsequently inspected by members of the DEP
 6        wetland staff to confirm these wetland
 7        boundaries.
 8             I don't know if you remember, but one of
 9        the slides that Hubert showed is the aerials of
10        1943 when they were doing the bombing runs, and
11        there is a wetland, there is a bombing run that
12        comes across just like that, and this is a
13        wetland.  You can see the wetland there, and
14        you can pick it out.  The same wetland was
15        there back when they were using it as a test
16        run.  These are the wetlands, and they have all
17        been properly identified.
18             Next slide.
19             Again, we evaluated each one of the
20        wetlands.  There is a variety of wetland types
21        out there.  There are cypress domes.  There are
22        bay heads.  There is mixed cypress and
23        hardwoods.  There is some wet prairies.  Some
24        of the crude pasture areas actually qualified
25        as wetlands under the state statute.  So there
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 1        is a mix of different kinds of wetlands, and
 2        some of them have standing water.  Some of them
 3        have saturated soil, various conditions.  All
 4        of that played into figuring out and working
 5        with Buffalo in how to do their testing and
 6        then helping the remediation.
 7             Here you see a flag on one of the trees
 8        that showed where we delineated this particular
 9        wetland.  So part of the work with delineating
10        wetlands, functional assessment of them, so
11        that we could then evaluate them pre- and
12        post-remediation.  And if there were adverse
13        impacts to the wetlands as a result of
14        remediation, the VCO laid out a very prescribed
15        way of dealing with what the mitigation would
16        be and how to calculate that.  So that's why it
17        is very important to have all this information
18        upfront.
19             Next slide.
20             The other couple of things that we have
21        done is on Sector A, Sector B, and then in the
22        first part of this October, Sector C, we have
23        had surveys for wading bird nesting and
24        colonies, Sandhill crane nesting, so this is an
25        aerial that was taken in October of this year
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 1        from a helicopter.  Two of our wildlife
 2        scientists, wetland wildlife scientists flew
 3        the site low altitude looking for any nesting
 4        colonies for wading birds, that sort of thing.
 5        We had to do that for each sector.  So we have
 6        got Sector A, Sector B and now Sector C.
 7             Again, this was done the first part of
 8        October, which, as many of you know and
 9        probably observed, is the time of year when we
10        start getting -- seeing more eagles.  We know
11        that there are eagles that nest around the
12        site.  There has not been to date any reported
13        eagles nest on the site by the gaming
14        commission that we know of, but that's
15        something we continue to watch for.
16             The other thing that we are supposed to do
17        is survey for Gopher tortoises, so there is Jim
18        Weber, one of our Gopher tortoise certified
19        experts, and we do a 100 percent census of the
20        areas that are Gopher tortoise habitat,
21        identify where they are.  Turn that into the
22        game commission folks.  They review it, and we
23        get a permit for relocation, so any of the
24        Gopher tortoises that might be in harm's way,
25        as a result of remediation, we relocate to a
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 1        state-approved Gopher tortoise relocation site,
 2        so we follow all the procedures and protocols
 3        for doing that.
 4             Next slide.
 5             So here is a summary of what we have been
 6        doing.  We completed the site-wide work and
 7        reviewed it with DEP.  We have completed the
 8        Unified Wetland Mitigation Assessment
 9        methodology we had with DEP.  We came up with
10        our best guess of the amount of wetland impacts
11        that there were going to be, and then we
12        recorded or reserved mitigation credits, so we
13        knew we had enough mitigation to take care of
14        that down the road as needed.
15             We have conducted the Gopher tortoise
16        surveys in Sector A and B.  Those are
17        completed.  And as we speak, we are continuing
18        to finish up with the Gopher tortoise
19        relocation on C.
20             We have done wading bird nesting surveys,
21        Sandhill crane surveys.  We reviewed the sites
22        with the DEP as appropriate and as specified,
23        and we will then be conducting the
24        post-remediation review and any mitigation
25        that's needed sector by sector, and providing
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 1        that mitigation at that time.
 2             At the end of the entire process of
 3        cleaning up all the sectors, we will have one
 4        unified report that describes the overall
 5        process.
 6             Next slide.
 7             This is one we showed at the last meeting,
 8        and it's intended to give you all a visual of
 9        what we are doing.  There is about 12 different
10        items that are required here, and here is each
11        sector, A through F, and we have colored in
12        what has been done for each of these
13        activities.  We have got a board for that out
14        there.  You can review it in more than depth,
15        but by the time we finish, all of these blocks
16        will be all colored in because we are
17        conducting all these specific activities in
18        each of the sectors.
19             Next slide.
20             All right.  That's the environmental work
21        that's been the predicate of it, and what's
22        been done.  We have worked with Greg and
23        Buffalo, and he is going to talk now about the
24        actual survey work that's been done, and what
25        he has found in working in Sector A and B, and
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 1        he will describe all the stuff that's been
 2        found in areas that the full reports indicated
 3        there was not supposed to be anything.
 4             I don't know whether you want to take
 5        questions now or wait until we get through?
 6             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's wait until we get
 7        through.
 8             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We will answer your
 9        questions.  Hang on, and we will answer your
10        questions when we are finished.  We are just
11        about done.
12             GREG WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Mike.
13             My name is Greg Williams.  I am one of the
14        principals of Buffalo Restoration.
15             We have been out there nearly six months
16        now.  We have got nearly 60 people working out
17        onsite mostly five days a week.  We have a part
18        crew that works on Saturdays.
19             You see up here -- you have seen this a
20        few times -- you see we are up here around the
21        church.
22             The parts of the property -- the northern
23        part of the property we are going to clear-cut
24        the property we know what evidence there is of
25        ordnance from the former government
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 1        investigations that happened.  We clear-cut
 2        those initially.  You can see it from the map.
 3        Some parts of the property -- we have got the
 4        wetlands we have to go through those and do
 5        preliminary search, and we don't want to cut
 6        them if we don't have to.  As you can see
 7        there, it's been quite challenging, these areas
 8        that we have gone through, and we have been
 9        finding things we didn't expect to find.
10             Next slide.
11             So this area, as you can see -- this is
12        all the sectors.  This is the bottom left
13        corner of the property.  You see these red
14        items here, these are ordnance items.  We are
15        up by over -- at the moment, I don't have an
16        exact number on me -- it is over 60 ordnance
17        items we found.  The government investigation
18        said there was nothing here and that further
19        action (was not needed) on the southern half of
20        the property.  And as we have been going
21        through, we have been through these wetlands
22        here, and especially you can see in here behind
23        what they thought was a rifle range, we have
24        actually got some UXO items there.
25             FEMALE SPEAKER:  The red dots represent
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 1        what?
 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  They are ordnance items
 3        that we have been finding in the sector, the
 4        bottom left.  I guess the accent -- the
 5        Australian accent -- so I don't know how easy
 6        it is to see; that's probably better.
 7             There was, what was called, a rifle range
 8        right here, and there is another one here.  And
 9        as you see, the red items -- hopefully you can
10        tell what they are in the next slides,
11        especially in the wetlands here, so one of the
12        things we have to do now is clear some of these
13        wetlands because there is quite a bit of
14        ordnance in there.
15             Go to the next slide.
16             So some of what you see, unexploded
17        bullets and munitions -- is some of the
18        terminology -- we found in there, so 2.316
19        rockets, which is what is commonly known as a
20        Bazooka, you saw World War II people shooting
21        at German tanks, 75 MM high-explosive
22        projectiles, 37-millimeter projectiles, rifle
23        grenades on the rifle range surprisingly.  I am
24        being sarcastic.  3 1/2 inch rocket warheads
25        fired from the aircraft, there is 5-inch rocket
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 1        fuses that were fired from aircraft.  We
 2        haven't found any unexploded yet.  We found
 3        fuses.  We found general-purpose bomb base
 4        fuses and fragmentation, and we found buried
 5        caliber .50 and caliber .30 guns from a stack
 6        of B-25 bomber demonstrating firing of these
 7        guns and ordnances; that was known to be on the
 8        property at the top of the property.  There was
 9        suspicion at one point it was down in another
10        sector, as well.
11             So what we have got here, this is a 2.316
12        rocket, a Bazooka.  This is actually a picture
13        from the property, from the site during the
14        '40s.  It was a demonstration range.  As you
15        see, we found these in one of the swamps, and,
16        again, here, so these ones are practice ones.
17        The problem with these items is whether they
18        are live.  It is the paint that differentiates
19        them, and you can't tell.
20             Now, I don't know if you see, but this
21        bottom one here is perforated.  You can see
22        like a steel bar, but the one above it is not.
23        It is intact, and we can't tell without blowing
24        it up.  It has an impact inertia fuse.
25        Something that someone -- it was live, if


Legal Realtime Reporting







Page 18


 1        someone did something to it, there is a good
 2        chance it will blow up, and all these ones have
 3        been practice so far.  We are going to find all
 4        the practice ones out there, and we are going
 5        to find some of the live ones.
 6             We have got 18 wetlands.  We started
 7        finding a whole lot in one little area.  I said
 8        stop.  Come out and cut the wetlands and get in
 9        there properly.
10             Next slide.
11             37 MM projectiles, these were fired
12        anti-tank, and fired from aircraft, as well.
13        They were fired at anti-aircraft.  So this is a
14        picture of what one looks like, and some of the
15        ones we found.  That's one that was probably
16        fired from the air.  People can tell whether
17        that is a live or a practice one by the
18        perforation through it.  That one was practice.
19        The other one we found was live.  It was not
20        there after we conducted the demolition.  This
21        is what they look like.
22             Now, I guess, once you look at it, and we
23        can look at publications and measure it.  When
24        you see it a few times -- when you first see
25        it, you really have to treat it like it is
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 1        something because the practice items are the
 2        same shape and same weight as a live one.
 3             Rocket grenades.  Look at this one.  This
 4        is the bottom left of the sector.  This was the
 5        rifle range.  This was the rifle range.  This
 6        is what the government called the pistol
 7        cabinet range.  As you see here, this is a
 8        soldier firing a rocket grenade.  We only found
 9        two of those so far.
10             Again, in here in the wetland, where we
11        found the rocket in the range, that is where we
12        were expecting to find them.  This has been
13        abandoned for the last 60/70 years.  It's been
14        cleared, and it's been tilled, so that's yet to
15        come.  During the wet season, it's a lot more
16        inefficient for us to get in there.  Now we are
17        getting in there now because it's getting dry.
18             This is a 75 MM projectile.  These are
19        fired artillery.  75 MM is 3 inches -- 3-inch
20        diameter, 11 inches long, Dave?  So this was a
21        live one.  The explosive fuse has been knocked
22        off from the 75.  This is a different kind of
23        rocket.  You can see the relative sizes, so
24        that's what that looks like, so that's the
25        largest thing we found so far in there.  That
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 1        was fired from an aircraft, a B-25, I don't
 2        know if you were aware they were on the
 3        property, but the B-25 had a 75 MM gun fired.
 4        The paratroopers that were on the property
 5        parachuting into the property for
 6        demonstrations and training, they had 75 MM
 7        guns, so they are there, and we are finding
 8        those.
 9             Next one, please.
10             Aircraft rockets, so this one is a 3
11        1/2-inch aircraft rocket, so this here is
12        called an 89 MM warhead, navy submarine
13        warhead, a 3 1/2-inch rocket, we found that in
14        the sector.  This is from a 5-inch rocket.
15        This is the base fuse.  Once the rocket
16        warhead -- here and under there, this fits in
17        the base, and we found a couple of those out
18        there in the upland.  We believe it would have
19        been fired from the B-25 as a demonstration,
20        and I think I have a photo of it in one of the
21        next slides possibly.  It could have been fired
22        from the air.
23             Next one.
24             Here is the B-25.  Now, this is on the top
25        of the property, we kind of worked that out
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 1        from some of the other photos.  You can see
 2        here he is firing a 5-inch rocket, it is a high
 3        velocity aircraft rocket.  It also has guns, so
 4        this one probably had 4 guns -- 15 guns, and
 5        there are 30 guns.  Later on they had 6 guns on
 6        them.  The other sector, here is the barrels.
 7        You can see by the tips on them these are
 8        aircraft guns.  These are buried out there in
 9        the sector, and these are all the components of
10        the guns.  There is a handle there.  There are
11        screens.  There are receivers.  I am sure
12        someone could probably make a full gun, I don't
13        know that it would work.
14             But this was kind of interesting because
15        this actually says 1100 aviation oil -- Navy
16        Single 1100, aviation oil.  We believe that was
17        from -- to actually fire the weapons on this
18        B-25, they had to have the engine running just
19        to produce electricity.  We found probably
20        eight or nine of these barrel oil drums, Army,
21        Air Force and Navy out there, and we believe
22        possibly could have come from this.
23             So the next one.
24             The general purpose bombs, so what you get
25        is a general purpose bomb just means it is a
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 1        relatively -- like a .6-inch wall -- .6-inch
 2        wall thickness on it.  This one on the bottom
 3        is a 250-pound bomb that was dropped in
 4        abundance on the property.  This is some of the
 5        fragmentation.  It is very characteristic of
 6        fragmentation you get sharp edges with the high
 7        velocity disassociation.
 8             This is a base fuse.  You can see in here
 9        it looks like a propeller.  And as it spins,
10        the propeller spins out, and when that comes
11        out, the base fuse arms.  This is a propeller,
12        as well.  Sometimes what happens is the nose
13        piece comes off, the base fuse doesn't arm, it
14        doesn't detonate.  When it detonates, the base
15        fuse gets kicked out the back, so this part
16        here is the detonator.  This is actually live.
17        This one was live, a 100 series base fuse,
18        there is probably nine or ten different types
19        of 100 series base fuses.  Two of them are
20        particularly dangerous, but, I guess, that was
21        surprising to find those down there, down on
22        the bottom of the property, but we were
23        definitely finding fuzzes down there.  So I
24        think as we come to the north, we know we are
25        going to find more from the photos of the '40s.
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 1             So this is the 1947 firing range versus
 2        our current discoveries.  This arc here, if you
 3        remember from the last presentation, the
 4        Government said there was a range here and
 5        range here and one here and one here and
 6        nothing down on the bottom.  I believe we are
 7        going to have no further action from somewhere
 8        on this line, this bottom half of the property.
 9        What we believe -- especially the 37 MM, that
10        there was range firing in here.  This part here
11        are the rockets, the 2.316-inch Bazooka rockets
12        were firing from this thing here.  They were
13        offset to the right of the rifle range.
14             And when it is most efficient for us to
15        get in there, and we can cut the trees out, it
16        will be a lot easier to get in there.
17             What is going to happen now is there is a
18        lot more work for us because we are going to
19        take these parts of the wetlands out.  As you
20        see, it is on both sides of this wetland, and
21        as we come up in here.  Now, we are only
22        starting to bravo sector now.  We are a good
23        way through the vegetation.  You can see it
24        from the road.  We cleaned most of this now.
25        The last 10 percent of it takes the most time.
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 1        There is a lot of boggy areas in there still,
 2        and it's very quickly growing out.  As we find
 3        more items in here, that's when we will make
 4        the decision to clear-cut.  But at the moment,
 5        what we are finding is in wetlands.
 6             That's it, so it has been a little bit
 7        over time, but it's been a surprise.  Based on
 8        the information we had, the government
 9        investigation we looked in the same areas they
10        looked, and we are consistently finding arms in
11        there.
12             HUBERT FARBES:  Thank you very much.
13             What we would like to do is make sure we
14        have a complete record, if you have a question,
15        we have a hand-held microphone.  There is a
16        podium for you to stand there.  Please identify
17        yourself.  Give us your name and your address,
18        and ask the question, and we will try to answer
19        it.  Martha has a hand-held microphone.
20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  My name is Martha
21        Fitzgerald.  I'm a lawyer from Denver, as well,
22        and I will be monitoring your questions today.
23        If you wish to speak, whether you wish to
24        comment or pose a question, come to the podium.
25        We will give you a mic, and we will be timing
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 1        so that we can ensure that everybody here has a
 2        chance and opportunity to say what they want to
 3        say.  If we still have time left over when your
 4        three minutes is up at the end, and everybody
 5        has cycled through, you may have the
 6        opportunity to speak again.
 7             So anyone who would like to come up.
 8             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.
 9             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We need you to come to
10        the podium.
11             JOHN DALY:  Thanks.  My name is John Daly.
12             THE COURT REPORTER:  Sorry, I can't hear
13        you.  I need to be able to see your mouth.
14             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We are going to have
15        everyone who wants to speak at the podium.  If
16        you don't wish to speak --
17             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.  I am a
18        resident of Vista Lakes, and I am also an HOA
19        board member --
20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Would you please --
21             JOHN DALY:  No, I am not interested in
22        standing up there.  I was given an opportunity
23        to stand at the podium if I chose to, and I
24        chose not to.
25             The questions are pretty simple.  The
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 1        first question is:  Are these slides actually
 2        available on your website?  The second question
 3        is --
 4             HUBERT FARBES:  They are -- or they will
 5        be.
 6             JOHN DALY:  The second question is
 7        regarding the wetlands.  Are any of the
 8        wetlands federally protected areas, or are they
 9        strictly wetlands that are protected by the
10        state government is the question?  And the
11        third question is related to the ordnance.  Is
12        there a complete inventory of the ordnance that
13        has been found until now that is available on
14        the website or will be uploaded on the website?
15             MICHAEL DENNIS:  As I expressed, the
16        wetlands were delineated based on the state
17        wetland methodologies pursuant to the
18        requirements of the VCO.  Are those four
19        sections for wetlands?  I believe a number of
20        those would be if we went through the federal
21        process of identifying them.  But the DEP is
22        the agency that is responsible for this
23        process, so that's where we have been
24        coordinating -- coordinating our wetlands work
25        with the DEP.


Legal Realtime Reporting







Page 27


 1             JOHN DALY:  Thank you.
 2             HUBERT FARBES:  The answer to the third
 3        question is, yes, the pictures will be posted
 4        on the website.
 5             JOHN DALY:  Will that include a complete
 6        inventory of everything that has been found so
 7        far or just a sampling?
 8             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem, yeah, sure.
 9             JOHN DALY:  Complete inventory?
10             GREG WILLIAMS:  Yes.  We uploaded 60 items
11        so far.  Yes, we have a database and can
12        produce that.
13             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.
14             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem.
15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anybody else?
16             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Hi, my name Yveline
17        Delvillar.  I would like to know how you -- how
18        far do you dig to find all the munition?  Did
19        you dig one foot?  Two feet?  Three feet?  Did
20        you go deeper if you find something at three
21        feet?  Are we sure there is nothing under?  And
22        that is my first question.
23             My other point is after you found all of
24        these complicated items, as an owner in the
25        other side, I am still wondering why the owner
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 1        of this land he is so eager to build houses, to
 2        put people living in these houses when one of
 3        you was talking about the contamination of the
 4        soil?  Why do they want people living in that?
 5        Can you assure me that the soil that you are
 6        going to put for build is going to be clean of
 7        no chemical because I am living in the other
 8        side for ten years.  I bought my piece of land
 9        because I picked it out to grow my veggies.
10        Six months after I cannot because they found
11        bombs.  Am I sure that if I plant veggies, I am
12        not going to get cancer?  Or in ten years I am
13        going to get a tumor?  What is my proof that if
14        I dig deeper than what you are digging, I don't
15        find a bomb?  So I am wondering why these
16        people want to build houses and sell, unless to
17        make a lot of money, dirty money out of people?
18             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me answer your last
19        question first.  This session is about, and our
20        presentation is about cleaning the land.  My
21        client, the owner, does have the right to
22        develop the land; that's not anything we have
23        anything to say about.  What we can say to you
24        is the process for evaluating the soil, and
25        assuring that there is no soil contamination
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 1        that's a consequence of the original government
 2        ordnance deposition, that process is prescribed
 3        in the VCO.  And if you go to either the
 4        Government's website or ours, and look at the
 5        criteria, you will find that there is a project
 6        environmental sampling plan that requires
 7        complete sampling of all the soil and soil
 8        conditions.  And the consequence of any
 9        discovery of contaminated soil is that the soil
10        has to be excavated and removed from the site,
11        and removed to an appropriate deposition
12        location.  So contaminated soil -- in response
13        to your question -- is all cleared as a
14        requirement of the VCO.
15             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  They physically take
16        the soil out and remove it?
17             HUBERT FARBES:  And the contaminated soil
18        is removed.
19             So let me let Greg answer your question
20        about how the process works for how the
21        contractor determines how deep to dig.
22             GREG WILLIAMS:  I guess the short answer
23        is, yes, we do -- we have two processes that we
24        use.  The first part is called electromagnet
25        analysis.  We map the soil.  We have
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 1        geophysicists that go through the process and
 2        interpret the data and find subsurface metal.
 3        That first process will go -- depending on the
 4        size of the item -- will go say 4-foot,
 5        depends.  Bigger items we see deeper, and
 6        smaller items we see shallow; that's what the
 7        Government did in part.
 8             We also do magnetometry, so we then have a
 9        second pass with a different instrument, so we
10        found items 40-foot deep that were metal, parts
11        of warheads that showed up, so it was from the
12        2 1/2-inch wide pipe, so we are looking deep,
13        so we are being sure.
14             Something to go deep has to be large, so
15        we have a lot of confidence that we are going
16        to find anything that's down there.  One of the
17        reasons the magnetometry is so sensitive, the
18        items that are close to the surface and
19        clustered together, they coalesce into one big
20        blowup, so that's why the first pass of the
21        instrument we use is a lot more detailed, and
22        we get the smaller items on the surface.  The
23        magnetometry is designed to go deeper past
24        that, so we can assure you that we are looking
25        at that.
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 1             The second is the bed of soils, the first
 2        thing we did is we have a subcontractor,
 3        subconsultant, we go through each sector, and
 4        we take baseline soil samples for metals, scan
 5        them for metals, arsenic and barium and silver
 6        and lead and mercury.  We have gone through
 7        that, and those baseline levels right through
 8        Alpha Bravo sector, those base levels are not
 9        above the state guidelines.  There hasn't been
10        anything down there so far.  When we find the
11        ordnance, the exposed one, we take a sample, as
12        well, there hasn't been one of those yet.
13        There have been some incendiary items that we
14        have found for preparing roads.  We have taken
15        soil samples.  And, again, the items that were
16        in there weren't a problem.
17             So, yes, in terms of the chemical
18        contamination of the soil, we are sampling for
19        everything that we can see will be there.  In
20        terms of depth protection, we will go as deep
21        as we can.  I think if we find something, but
22        we are not going to get into 100-foot deep.  If
23        it's 20-foot deep, deep enough to penetrate 20
24        foot into the soil, it will be very large, and
25        it's just part of what we do.  Essentially,
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 1        it's an engineering challenge to get down in
 2        there, and it's done all over the world,
 3        especially in Europe where there was a lot of
 4        bombing.  It's not something that is really
 5        done in America a lot.  The government usually
 6        just sticks to the first 4-foot level.  They
 7        don't go deeper.  They stop digging.  That's
 8        not what we are doing.
 9             HUBERT FARBES:  And that's the key.  The
10        Corps' procedure is not what we are following.
11        The procedure we are following is what was
12        established by the VCO.
13             So do I have another question?
14             LISA AYERS:  I am Lisa Ayers.  I live in a
15        subdivision.
16             I just wanted some clarification on the
17        wetlands, if we could go back to that slide; is
18        that possible?
19             HUBERT FARBES:  Sure.
20             LISA AYERS:  Where you source code all the
21        wetlands, are the green the wetlands?
22             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Yes, ma'am.
23             LISA AYERS:  My question to you, the
24        Florida Department of Environmental Protection,
25        do you see how much is covered, and you are
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 1        okay with that?  That's my question to you.  I
 2        want to thank all of you for coming in and
 3        keeping us informed, but I am astounded that
 4        you are working for us, but you are not
 5        protecting us.  Who do we go to to answer for
 6        that?  It's your job to protect us.  As I
 7        understand from talking to scientists at the
 8        University of Florida, relocating wetlands in
 9        the State of Florida, they just look at me and
10        smile, and it's really a shame because you know
11        that the wetlands are important to our water,
12        our aquifer.  I am astounded.  I really am.  I
13        am astounded, and I feel very let down by our
14        State, our City officials, all of the
15        government here, and it's all about money, all
16        about money.
17             LISA FRANK:  I can respond.
18             LISA AYERS:  I am not finished.  You can
19        respond when I am finished.
20             Now, as far as when you are referring to
21        Alpha.  Are you referring to Section A of where
22        you found?
23             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's correct.
24             LISA AYERS:  Could we go to the slide with
25        all the munitions?  This is Section A, here,
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 1        and you have removed all of these, or are you
 2        still not complete?
 3             GREG WILLIAMS:  What we have done in Alpha
 4        sector is we cut the uplands.  The wetlands --
 5        we have gone through with the handheld tools,
 6        and we found ordnance in there.  Now, to remove
 7        that ordnance, we have to remove the trees, and
 8        that's part of the UMAM system.  We don't --
 9        that's right near where it is accessible, right
10        in that treeline is where we found, and
11        children get in there, that's the thing.  When
12        it's dry, they are right there, and so we are
13        not going to just get some of them and leave
14        others because it's very dense in there, and
15        it's, I guess, there is the mud and everything,
16        but there is also a lot of undergrowth in
17        there, which is hard to get through, so there
18        is no way we can get them all.
19             LISA AYERS:  So in your own words, I will
20        tell you what I heard is that you are really
21        unable to clear all of the munitions where it's
22        very dense because you can't get in there?
23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we are cutting the
24        trees, yes.
25             LISA AYERS:  So you are cutting the trees
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 1        to get them?
 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can geophysically map.
 3        We get the subsurface map of the two passes,
 4        the near surface and the deep.
 5             LISA AYERS:  And this is just Alpha, and
 6        the B section has not been cleared, this is
 7        just the one section?
 8             GREG WILLIAMS:  We haven't started
 9        clearcutting wetlands yet, but that is part of
10        the plan, especially the top of the property
11        where there is photos of bombs impacting those
12        wetlands.
13             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's just deal with A and
14        B.
15             LISA AYERS:  For these munitions that have
16        been found, you are removing them from the
17        property at the present; are there ones that
18        need to be blown up?  Are you taking them away
19        somewhere to blow them up?
20             GREG WILLIAMS:  We conducted demolition
21        operations on Thursday so far, and you wouldn't
22        have heard a thing of what we have done.  We
23        have people on the fences -- on the fences of
24        the properties, and those guys had to ask us if
25        we have done it.  It is probably 7,000 feet,
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 1        8,000 feet away from where you are.  We hear
 2        tires blowing -- truck tires blowing on 528.
 3        You hear dump trucks --
 4             HUBERT FARBES:  She is just asking if you
 5        destroyed the ordnance that you found.
 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  What happens is anything
 7        that has an explosive hazard gets detonated or
 8        thermally treated.  We have it stockpiled and
 9        secure, and then it actually goes under a chain
10        of custody to a facility that demilitarizes it.
11             LISA AYERS:  For the really big bombs,
12        though, you are going to notify us on
13        Thursdays, or you will notify us prior so we
14        that can evacuate on Thursday?
15             GREG WILLIAMS:  If it's in -- if there is
16        any danger that's close to you, yes, but we
17        have -- we are not going to do anything to hurt
18        or put anyone -- we are all working there, as
19        well.  We don't want to do anything.  But at
20        the moment, we haven't got to that.
21             LISA AYERS:  Okay.  That pretty much
22        covers it.  Thank you.
23             HUBERT FARBES:  Martha, he would like to
24        respond.
25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Let me address one of the
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 1        wetlands.  I may have left an erroneous
 2        impression.  The wetland map, there was a
 3        requirement -- specific requirement in the VCO
 4        and in the ICAP to identify all of the wetlands
 5        on the site.  Then there are specific guides
 6        about how you should approach the remediation
 7        in wetlands, and it, basically, says that you
 8        do the minimum amount of testing that you can
 9        do in the wetlands, the least disruptive amount
10        in the wetland, to make sure that you have
11        properly characterized the site and identified
12        any risk, any munition that's may be causing
13        health and safety risk, so the wetland map
14        is -- was a requirement.  DEP was very specific
15        about that, and about how we would deal with
16        wetlands and making sure that the wetlands were
17        protected on the site, given the fact that we
18        do need to clean up the wetlands.  So the green
19        map is not a map that says, here is all the
20        wetlands, and here is all the wetlands that is
21        going to be destroyed and filled; that's not
22        what the VCO says.  The VCO recognizes and
23        allows that some of the test equipment used to
24        run over the ground to be able to penetrate
25        that shallow depth and then that deeper depth,
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 1        and so he only clears those wetlands in those
 2        areas where he has already done some testing,
 3        and there is identified risk that there are UXO
 4        in that section of the wetlands.
 5             In areas of the wetlands where there is
 6        not that, there won't be anything, you know,
 7        done.  They will just be left alone.  When
 8        there is, and where the trees have to be cut,
 9        they will be cut, and the testing will be done,
10        but the wetlands won't be filled, the wetland
11        boundary, the wetland topography, the wetland
12        soils, the wetland seabank will all be there.
13        So this is not about destroying the wetlands
14        and recreating them somewhere else that you
15        were -- I thought you were referring to with
16        the University of Florida.
17             LISA AYERS:  Where are you going to put
18        all those houses then if all of that red
19        area --
20             HUBERT FARBES:  Ma'am, could you get the
21        microphone?
22             LISA AYERS:  Oh, sorry.
23             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Well, we are going to
24        have to let other people --
25             HUBERT FARBES:  How about having Lisa
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 1        respond?
 2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Lisa is preferring to
 3        have Mike respond.
 4             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I just wanted to be
 5        clear, see if I could clear that part of it up,
 6        so that's how it would work.  And then once
 7        Greg does his testing, the wetland is still
 8        there.  The trees can, you know, grow back up.
 9        The plants can grow back up.  There is no --
10        nothing in there that says that that area will
11        be filled.  The wetlands all will be altered
12        only to the extent they are required to do
13        proper testing and removal of the munitions.
14             GREG WILLIAMS:  The uplands -- we are
15        clearing the uplands where the palmetto is.
16             LISA AYERS:  Can I ask another question?
17        I still need clarification.
18             FEMALE SPEAKER:  Lisa, I will give you my
19        three minutes.  Go ahead.
20             LISA AYERS:  I still need clarification.
21        That whole thing that you showed -- the whole
22        slide that you showed almost the entire area
23        covered with wetlands, and the plan was to put,
24        what, over 4,300 homes on that.  If you are not
25        doing all of that there, where are all the
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 1        homes going to go if those are going to remain?
 2             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I don't know, and that's
 3        not -- that's not.
 4             LISA AYERS:  I understand.  Maybe that
 5        might be a question for our mayor.
 6             MICHAEL DENNIS:  That's a question for
 7        others, and we work --
 8             LISA AYERS:  And I understand you are just
 9        here --
10             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We do permitting and
11        development, so I am familiar with the process,
12        but this process is strictly, and our task and
13        assignment and contract is strictly to follow
14        the VCO and make sure that the site is
15        remediated, Buffalo is doing its job, and mine
16        is that we address wetlands, any wetland
17        impacts that be mitigated, wildlife, threatened
18        and endangered species, Gopher tortoises, we
19        follow the rules on those as they are specified
20        in the VCO.
21             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, I understand what your
22        role is here, and I appreciate you being
23        upfront with us, but I think this is something
24        that we need to address with our elected
25        officials because, I mean, I just don't see all
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 1        those homes on there without covering and
 2        filling in the wetlands that you can't get to,
 3        you know.
 4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can get to them.
 5             LISA AYERS:  Well, like I said, I
 6        understand what you said, and I thank you very
 7        much for being so forthright with us, and
 8        letting us know what is going on.  But this
 9        just makes me want to cry, to tell you the
10        truth.
11             RICARDO (?):  My name is Ricardo
12        (inaudible).  The question is the working
13        hours, you have been working there five days a
14        week.  Do you expect working, like, 24/7?
15        Should we expect the half-ton pickup trucks one
16        more week?  We have seen that a lot after
17        10:00 p.m., sometimes at 1:00 a.m. in the
18        morning, 2:00 a.m. in the morning, 5:00 a.m. in
19        the morning.
20             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's not us.
21             RICARDO (?):  So I am getting the feeling
22        you are trying to transport something that no
23        one should see.
24             LISA AYERS:  Are they hearing the trucks
25        in the morning?  Are they going past your
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 1        place?  You live right up the street.
 2             RICARDO (?):  I live right on the brick
 3        wall that goes all the way, so the path the
 4        trucks use to go to site Alpha, that's where
 5        they go.
 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  Well, we had -- we had a
 7        24-hour security onsite, so I think if you have
 8        someone -- you will hear the Kawasaki Mule
 9        maybe driving on the property, but there is no
10        work -- work hours at the moment is 6:30 to
11        around 5:00.  There may have been a time when
12        there has been a delivery of something coming
13        at 7:00 or 8:00.  I think if you see anyone
14        driving or hearing anyone driving on that
15        property, is probably the security guy.  They
16        are there from when we leave, which is usually
17        5:30, 6:00 until 6:00 a.m.  They are there on
18        Sundays.  We work on Saturdays, especially the
19        vegetation clearance, but I can assure you
20        there is no 2:00 a.m. or 1:00 a.m., I would be
21        very surprised.
22             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)
23             HUBERT FARBES:  You are going to have to
24        come to the microphone.
25             GREG WILLIAMS:  Work hours at the moment
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 1        is 6:30 to 5:00 and has been -- it's coming
 2        forward depending on the light, and I am
 3        thinking sometimes we have had a delivery or
 4        something held up somewhere, I don't know, but
 5        that would be one occasion maybe.  At the
 6        moment, I can't think of one.  There is no work
 7        around the clock.  If that security guy is
 8        disturbing you, maybe we can -- we have a lot
 9        of equipment onsite.
10             RICARDO (?):  The security guy is fine.
11        Those are not the concern.  I mean, we know
12        they drive through.  So the concern is having
13        traffic like that.
14             The follow-up question is if we should
15        continue to report those to the City, or we
16        have to report those directly to you?
17             GREG WILLIAMS:  What time are you hearing
18        trucks from the outside?
19             RICARDO (?):  I have heard like 10:00
20        a.m., 10:00 p.m. in the night.  I have heard
21        overnight.  It is hard to really wake up and
22        look at the clock and remember the time.  I do
23        file some reports with the City.  I report
24        noise.  So if we should continue to do that,
25        it's fine.  If you have a different channel to
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 1        report those, like you are not even aware,
 2        maybe we should establish some communication
 3        here.
 4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can -- I guess we can
 5        speak after this thing, but I will find out,
 6        but I assure you there is no work activity,
 7        other than the security guy, and the only thing
 8        I can think of is sometimes there has been
 9        heavy equipment that's come in a little late,
10        but I will have to check.  It's the only thing
11        I can think of.  There is nothing at 2:00 in
12        the morning, 1:00 in the morning, maybe 8:00 at
13        night.  There is no reason to come that late.
14        When it's dark, we don't work.
15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
16             DAVID (?):  Hello, my name is David.  I
17        have a question about the explosions you talked
18        about earlier.  I think initially you said you
19        are not exploding anything on the site, or if
20        you have, the noise levels were so low that
21        nobody noticed; is that what you said?  Because
22        what I wanted to bring up is maybe a couple
23        weeks ago, Thursday, probably between 11:00 --
24        I was working from home between 11:00 and 2:00,
25        and there were a series of booms that I heard,
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 1        and I wasn't home alone.  My mom was at the
 2        house with me and my daughter, and the first
 3        time I heard it she -- my daughter was outside
 4        at the pool, so she ran into the house because
 5        she was so scared, she is like two-years-old.
 6        I thought there is construction going on --
 7             GREG WILLIAMS:  Was this a few days ago,
 8        like in the last two or three weeks?
 9             DAVID (?):  Yes, in the last two weeks.
10             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a construction
11        site.  If you come out the BP and turn right,
12        they just cleared a lot of the land there.
13        There was -- we have never done any more than
14        one at a time.  There has never been a series
15        of them.  Probably, is it, Troy, but they
16        have -- you can look.  They cleared the whole
17        property.  They had a bunch of heavy equipment
18        on there, and we have had some guys say the
19        same thing.  It even came over our radio
20        asking, but we have done -- that is on your
21        west side away from us.  We have never done
22        anything more than once, one detonation.  There
23        has never been multiple to date.  On the dump
24        trucks maybe, the tailgates.
25             DAVID (?):  This was not on a tailgate.
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 1        The first time I heard it I thought it was
 2        construction related, or maybe a crane fell or
 3        something, it was that loud, but then five or
 4        six minutes later there was another one.
 5             GREG WILLIAMS:  No, not us.  100 percent
 6        mid-day, 11:59 maybe, we put people at the
 7        closest point, and they are -- we have a radio,
 8        and none of them reported even hearing it.  The
 9        loudest thing that we have heard -- that I have
10        heard personally -- is the trucks coming around
11        478 on to 528 because it's so tight there, the
12        tires are blowing, you hear the big bang and
13        flap, flap, flap, as a shredded tire, but
14        nothing multiple.
15             DAVID (?):  I realize you have to do what
16        you have to do, but what I want to bring up is
17        if you know you are going to have explosions
18        there and things like that, I think you should
19        notify us maybe a week ahead because there is
20        all kinds of things going on in the world, and
21        people are aware, so at least they are not
22        scared.
23             GREG WILLIAMS:  Most of the ones we are
24        doing is in 4-foot of sand.  There is -- at the
25        moment, they have been small.  If there is
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 1        something that is larger, it will be -- we
 2        talked to the bomb squad.  We talked to the
 3        airport.  And, you know, we -- sometimes we
 4        will find it the day before, if it comes up on
 5        a Thursday, if there is something that's going
 6        to be loud and whatever, but I can assure you
 7        multiple was not us.
 8             You can see the heavy equipment that's out
 9        there now.  It's on the west side of Narcoossee
10        Road just north of the BP, there is a large
11        worksite, and that's where we think it came
12        from.
13             DAVID (?):  Thank you.
14             HUBERT FARBES:  What Greg is saying, I
15        should say, everyone should be aware that the
16        VCO contains a prescribed exercise and process,
17        a set of notifications are required before any
18        explosions are undertaken, and the process for
19        securing the explosion impact, you know,
20        insulating it, making it relatively soundless,
21        that process is prescribed in the VCO, so what
22        you describe -- and certainly you heard what
23        you heard, but what you described couldn't
24        occur under the VCO process, just as Greg said.
25             That's enough, Greg.  I think we did what
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 1        we need to do.
 2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
 3             JOHN DALEY:  John Daley, resident and HOA
 4        board member.
 5             I am a little unclear as to the VCO
 6        requirements for holding this meeting.  You
 7        mentioned that is a hearing one point.  You
 8        used the term hearing.  I heard meeting, and
 9        the handout actually says panel discussion.  I
10        just want to be clear as to all of the
11        requirements for the VCO.  Is it called a
12        hearing in this venue or just a meeting?
13             HUBERT FARBES:  You can look inside the
14        VCO, there is a community information and
15        communication plan, a public communication
16        plan.  That plan is what prescribes these
17        meetings, and the requirement of FDEP wasn't
18        what we proposed, but they require that every
19        time we commenced work in another area we have
20        an update and information session, and that's
21        what this is.
22             JOHN DALEY:  Great.  Thank you.  I
23        appreciate it.
24             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
25             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)
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 1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  On the website, you
 2        will be notified if there is any major
 3        explosion that will cause a loud noise.
 4        Otherwise, you are probably not going to hear
 5        it because, as Greg said, most ordnances found
 6        are smaller and it will be exploded or disposed
 7        of under four meters of sand.  But any major
 8        event will obviously explained well in advance
 9        for you so that no one is afraid.  We
10        understand in this day and age, a lot of loud
11        noises tend to scare people.
12             MR. CROSSLEY:  There will be implosion on
13        Thursday at noon.  We have site ohmmeters on
14        all the corners to make sure the homes don't
15        get -- we verify the homes don't get rattled,
16        and then, of course, the deviation of
17        interested government agencies are notified by
18        radio prior to commencing.
19             JOHN DALY:  Would you identify yourself
20        for us?
21             MR. BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  I represent
22        the owner of the property.
23             LISA AYERS:  Are we going to hear from the
24        environmental protection agency?
25             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We actually don't have
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 1        the EPA here, but we do have the FDEP.
 2             LISA FRANK:  I am Lisa Frank with the
 3        FDEP.  Your question originally, did they do
 4        enough mitigation or follow the rules?  We have
 5        rules in place that regulate this type of
 6        activity, and they did follow the rules.  They
 7        have a mitigation plan in place to offset the
 8        impacts.  So we are using a mitigation bank,
 9        which is a very common practice.  I am not sure
10        what other questions you have, but they did
11        follow the rules.  They did exactly what we
12        asked them to do.
13             LISA AYERS:  I understand that, and I can
14        take it up with the Florida -- wherever you are
15        from -- Environmental Protection.  That was the
16        title of your agency, Environmental Protection.
17        When I look up there and see all those wetlands
18        and your agency is allowing a 4,300-project
19        home in there, it is not right.
20             LISA FRANK:  I will stop you there.  Our
21        agency will not be the permitting agency for
22        that subdivision.  We have nothing to do with
23        that.
24             LISA AYERS:  It is your agency's
25        responsibility to the citizens of Florida --
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 1        residents of Florida -- is to protect us --
 2        protect our aquifer, and you are failing.
 3             LISA FRANK:  Well, the subdivision is a
 4        separate issue, and it won't be permitted by
 5        FDEP.  It is the Water Management District.
 6             LISA AYERS:  So who should we write to
 7        about this?  Who is protecting the people that
 8        live in Florida?
 9             LISA FRANK:  You can talk to Water
10        Management District.
11             LISA AYERS:  You know, as well as I do,
12        that this is drainage system for the Florida
13        aquifer, and when you fill it all in...
14             LISA FRANK:  That's a separate issue from
15        what we are talking about today.
16             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, not really.
17             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of DEP,
18        waste cleanup in Tallahassee, and my name is on
19        the Voluntary Cleanup Order.  So you are all
20        welcome to e-mail me and respond to me.
21             And like Lisa said before, our job is to
22        enforce and follow state rules and regulations
23        and the federal rules and regulations.
24             LISA AYERS:  As I read the rules, when I
25        go in, and I read the federal and state laws
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 1        and rules on that, the law states that there
 2        will be no relocation of wetlands, that
 3        wetlands are protected, according to the laws,
 4        and I am really confused as to what the State
 5        of Florida is doing to protect their wetlands.
 6        This is very sensitive land, and it just seems
 7        to be sold down the road to developers, and
 8        it's being allowed to happen all over Florida.
 9        So, I mean, you have got to know that.  I mean,
10        really.  I feel very sad for our state.
11             HUBERT FARBES:  And let me just
12        emphasize --
13             LISA AYERS:  But, again, this is off topic
14        for what you guys are here for.
15             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me just emphasize to
16        you.  This is about remediation of the site.  I
17        understand there are many people in this
18        neighborhood that are objecting to an ultimate
19        development plan, but there is no plan for
20        development that's been approved.  When the
21        time comes, all of you should express your
22        opinions about what the development should be,
23        but this is cleaning up the land.
24             LISA AYERS:  I understand what you are
25        saying.  I just never realized -- I knew there
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 1        were wetlands out there, but I have never seen
 2        a map that showed how much of it was wetlands.
 3        It just -- like I said, I feel like crying
 4        right now.
 5             HUBERT FARBES:  Well, this is -- perhaps,
 6        I didn't introduce it completely.  It is
 7        certainly in the VCO, this is a 1,500-odd acre
 8        parcel that has been undisturbed, other than
 9        the military ordnance disturbance, since World
10        War II, so nothing has happened there, but it's
11        privately owned.  So there is a process for the
12        private owner to utilize their private land,
13        and what has happened in this parcel is that
14        the local government has made it clear -- and
15        that's why we had to go to the State of Florida
16        first -- the private owner can't utilize the
17        land until it is remediated of the ordnance,
18        and that's the focus for these public
19        proceedings and this series of public updates
20        that we are going to have.
21             Any other questions?
22             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Let me just say one
23        other thing in regard to that, which is you
24        should think about this in term of ordnance
25        being pollution itself, and there have been
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 1        many instances around the country -- and I am
 2        sure you have been able to find where it is not
 3        imaginary, children and people lose hands, lose
 4        limbs, lose lives, lose all sorts of things, so
 5        this ordnance in and of itself is dangerous,
 6        and would have to be cleared at some point.
 7             LISA AYERS:  We all understand that.  We
 8        all bought land that was contaminated with no
 9        cleanup and was told after the fact, that's why
10        we are --
11             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I am just asking you
12        to look at it in a different light, which is
13        that we need to get this stuff out of the
14        ground.  It's been 70 years plus since World
15        War II.  The people who owned the land didn't
16        really have a choice.  The Government said we
17        are taking it.  It's all around the country,
18        and now our country has grown in such a way and
19        cities have grown in such a way that we are
20        expanding out into the point where those
21        bombing ranges and practice ranges were.
22             LISA AYERS:  There is a lot of land that
23        is not contaminated that they can do their
24        thing on.  But, again, that is not what this is
25        about.


Legal Realtime Reporting







Page 55


 1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Right.  And it is
 2        ultimately we don't want that land in the
 3        middle of our cities that have contamination.
 4             Do you have another question?
 5             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Just a point, I think
 6        that it should be out of law that someone who
 7        owns property where the Government puts on
 8        bombs and all these to be able to sell these
 9        lands to make profit, and only -- the
10        Government only should be able to buy this land
11        and keep the land because the land is already
12        contaminated by their own bombing and all this,
13        so that's my point because I am sad also.  You
14        are sad of the wetland.  I am sad that people
15        are going to live where there are bombs, and we
16        never know.
17             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I can assure you when
18        this process is done, the land will be safe.
19             JOHN DALEY:  Two additional questions.
20        One, you mentioned about the City's role with
21        the planning piece of this, was the City
22        invited to tonight's meeting?
23             HUBERT FARBES:  Yes, we regularly notify
24        the public -- the local public officials.
25             JOHN DALY:  Would like to see a list of
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 1        who was actually invited from the City to
 2        attend tonight's meeting, so I can contact them
 3        directly.  I appreciate that.  I don't expect
 4        you know who that is now, unless you do.
 5             HUBERT FARBES:  I don't know who that is
 6        now, but we do have a list.
 7             JOHN DALEY:  So if you will provide that
 8        list, I would appreciate it, and I will share
 9        it with the board.
10             The second question is back to FDEP, our
11        last meeting you were sitting back over here
12        and indicated that there is nobody on staff
13        that had experience in dealing with unexploded
14        ordnance, despite the fact that you are
15        responsible for overseeing the regulatory
16        aspects of that.  Can you explain to our
17        residents what you have done -- FDEP, not
18        you -- personally what FDEP has done since that
19        last meeting to address that particular issue
20        of not having the expertise to provide adequate
21        oversight of this process?
22             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of the FDEP.
23        So my group does regulate federal facilities,
24        as well, in addition to this site, so we do
25        have expertise in-house to evaluate the Navy,
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 1        Air Force, Army Corps and this specific site.
 2        We also have hired a subcontractor that has
 3        detailed expertise.  In fact, they do this sort
 4        of work.  I have personally been onsite with
 5        them to review the work being done.
 6             JOHN DALEY:  Who is the subcontractor?
 7             PETER CORNAIS:  I think it is ISSI.
 8             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.  I appreciate
 9        that.
10             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
11             HUBERT FARBES:  All right.  We appreciate
12        your time and attention.  And as we have
13        indicated, there will be another public update
14        session at a time that we will designate in the
15        future, and there will be the same notice you
16        received for this session.  Thank you.
17             (Time ended 7:20 p.m.)
18
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 1            P R O C E E D I N G S
 2                  - - - - -
 3       HUBERT FARBES: Good evening, everyone.
 4  We appreciate your attendance tonight.
 5       This is the second update meeting
 6  respective to the Vista Park remediation
 7  project, and the rules that I would like to
 8  have us abide by tonight so we are sure we have
 9  a clear record of our dialogue at this meeting
10  is that we're going to make a 20-odd-minute,
11  25-minute presentation to you.  We have a slide
12  presentation that includes a number of the
13  images of the work activity ongoing.  We, being
14  the developers, owner's representative team.
15       My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
16  attorney for the Mockingbird project owner, and
17  Mike Dennis of Breedlove, Dennis & Associates
18  and Greg Williams of Buffalo Restoration will
19  be joining me in this presentation.
20       I also want to announce, I don't know if
21  you are aware that representatives of the
22  Florida Department of Environmental Protection
23  are here, Peter Cornais, the waste program
24  administrator is here.  He and Lisa Frank are
25  also available, as well.


Page 3


 1       So let me start with the first slide, if
 2  you would.  Many of you have seen these images
 3  because we have displayed them.  They have been
 4  displayed to the press.
 5       The history of this particular site is
 6  unique in that it was a former bombing and
 7  gunnery range, with historic evidence of
 8  munitions activity in this area, in particular
 9  we are going to help you to get a reference
10  sense for because in the course of our
11  presentation, we will show what you these areas
12  look like today.
13       Next slide, please, and the next one.
14       Just a quick summary for everyone's
15  information.  We got here because we have a
16  contamination condition that stems from World
17  War II activity.  That condition was the
18  subject of a variety of investigations
19  conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers in
20  2007 and subsequently, and the result of those
21  studies has been first a determination of the
22  Corps that there is some level of
23  contamination, and a determination that there
24  is no committed date for further remediation of
25  the site.  The project owner, my client, has,
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 1  therefore, decided to seek approval of FDEP for
 2  a plan of remediation.  That plan for
 3  remediation was the subject of extensive
 4  discussion and dialogue with FDEP.  We
 5  submitted to them.  They made revisions that
 6  adjusted the plan.  It was called the voluntary
 7  cleanup order.  The document is a public
 8  document.  It is available on FDEP's public
 9  access system.  It's also available at the
10  project site's website.  We will give you that
11  information at the end of the presentation.
12       What all the neighbors can expect is
13  summarized here, but I would summarize it
14  further by saying the neighbors should expect
15  there will be little intrusion for your
16  day-to-day life as a result of our remediation
17  action.  What you will see is equipment.  What
18  you will know is that there is a plan and
19  program, the one I just referenced, and what
20  you can count on is that we will continue to
21  have these meetings.  The meetings are a
22  requirement of the FDEP plan, and they are
23  timed consistent with the owner's consultants
24  taking an active initiative in a different part
25  of the project site.  I will give you a summary
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 1  for what that is all about with the next slide.
 2       Here is the site.  This is where we are,
 3  the church in the northwest corner.  The
 4  sectors of the site where work will proceed
 5  will begin down here, and they will continue
 6  throughout sectors A through G.  We previously
 7  have given FDEF notice of commencement in
 8  Sectors A and B.  The work continues there.  We
 9  have most recently given FDEP notice that we
10  will commence work in Sector C.  There is the
11  beginning of work activity there.  No other
12  activity has occurred on the site, but the
13  expectation is over the course of the next year
14  plus, they will be working every site.
15       Next slide, please.
16       Here is the process.  The VCO, the
17  document that was the directive of FDEP
18  regarding utilization of processes to remediate
19  contamination at the site, that document was
20  published in June of 2015, and we have
21  forwarded -- we have gone forward with the
22  process, as it's illustrated here.  The owner
23  has given notice of commencement for its
24  acceptance of VCO terms, and then we are
25  proceeding with the FDEP's oversight and
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 1  approval of our wetlands inspection and
 2  wetlands designation determinations.  Those
 3  things have been completed, and Mike Dennis is
 4  going to discuss them.  We proceeded through
 5  the establishment of a process for UMAM scoring
 6  of wetland impacts.  There have been additional
 7  submittals regarding a final assessment and
 8  then a determination of anticipated impacts for
 9  wetlands, and also a determination that's been
10  approved by FDEP that the owner has the
11  capability to mitigate impacts to wetlands that
12  are the result of our process.
13       Ultimately, the process will lead to this
14  set of activities.  There will be a final
15  completion report when all compliance is
16  accomplished under the VCO.  The result of that
17  would be ultimately FDEP accepting the terms of
18  final completion and issuing a final site
19  rehabilitation completion order and a
20  determination that no further action is
21  required for this site.
22       So I am going to turn this over to Mike
23  Dennis to talk to you about the details of what
24  has been accomplished with wetlands to date.
25       MICHAEL DENNIS: Thank you, Hubert.
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 1       And, again, thank you all for coming out.
 2       Our firm and I personally have been
 3  involved in this process from almost the
 4  beginning in the development of the VCO, so we
 5  were involved first in helping the team and the
 6  property owner develop the ICAP, the VCO
 7  process that relates to wetlands, wildlife and
 8  listed species, so our natural resource area is
 9  where we have been involved.
10       And before the VCO could be crafted, we
11  felt like we needed to know as much as we could
12  about the site, the site characteristics, so
13  that the natural environment could be properly
14  addressed in the VCO, so we researched
15  historical databases.  There is topography.
16  There is USGS topo maps, all the standard
17  information that was available.
18       One of the key things we did early on is
19  we flagged and took GPS readings of all the
20  wetlands boundaries, so we delineated the
21  wetlands on the site, so we knew what was
22  wetland and what was not, and that would be a
23  key component of how the VCO was structured and
24  the cleanup could occur.  We then looked at all
25  the wetlands to determine their functional
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 1  character, and that's done under a unified
 2  mitigation assessment methodology.  It is a
 3  statutory prescribed functional assessment.  We
 4  looked at those.  We looked at the databases
 5  for what wildlife and listed federal or state
 6  species either occurred or could occur, or was
 7  likely to occur on the site, so we considered
 8  those.  Then we coordinated, as I mentioned,
 9  with Buffalo and with Hubert's group and the
10  land owner to come up with methods for
11  analyzing the wetlands and post-remediation
12  activities and evaluated various restoration
13  approaches, and then coordinated those with
14  DEP.  So all that is done before anything
15  happened [with UXO].
16       And as you have heard before, the VCO is
17  set up to be conducted in sectors.  So we have
18  been working on Sector A, which is right here,
19  Sector B, which is right here, and we just
20  began on Sector C, which is this area right
21  there, so that's where the activities have been
22  concentrated.  And if you have driven down 417
23  along the Beach Line, you have seen probably
24  equipment out there and areas that look like
25  they have been cleared and bush-hogged and
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 1  those sorts of things.
 2       Next slide.
 3       This represents the wetlands that
 4  indicated were flagged and GPS'd and
 5  subsequently inspected by members of the DEP
 6  wetland staff to confirm these wetland
 7  boundaries.
 8       I don't know if you remember, but one of
 9  the slides that Hubert showed is the aerials of
10  1943 when they were doing the bombing runs, and
11  there is a wetland, there is a bombing run that
12  comes across just like that, and this is a
13  wetland.  You can see the wetland there, and
14  you can pick it out.  The same wetland was
15  there back when they were using it as a test
16  run.  These are the wetlands, and they have all
17  been properly identified.
18       Next slide.
19       Again, we evaluated each one of the
20  wetlands.  There is a variety of wetland types
21  out there.  There are cypress domes.  There are
22  bay heads.  There is mixed cypress and
23  hardwoods.  There is some wet prairies.  Some
24  of the crude pasture areas actually qualified
25  as wetlands under the state statute.  So there
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 1  is a mix of different kinds of wetlands, and
 2  some of them have standing water.  Some of them
 3  have saturated soil, various conditions.  All
 4  of that played into figuring out and working
 5  with Buffalo in how to do their testing and
 6  then helping the remediation.
 7       Here you see a flag on one of the trees
 8  that showed where we delineated this particular
 9  wetland.  So part of the work with delineating
10  wetlands, functional assessment of them, so
11  that we could then evaluate them pre- and
12  post-remediation.  And if there were adverse
13  impacts to the wetlands as a result of
14  remediation, the VCO laid out a very prescribed
15  way of dealing with what the mitigation would
16  be and how to calculate that.  So that's why it
17  is very important to have all this information
18  upfront.
19       Next slide.
20       The other couple of things that we have
21  done is on Sector A, Sector B, and then in the
22  first part of this October, Sector C, we have
23  had surveys for wading bird nesting and
24  colonies, Sandhill crane nesting, so this is an
25  aerial that was taken in October of this year
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 1  from a helicopter.  Two of our wildlife
 2  scientists, wetland wildlife scientists flew
 3  the site low altitude looking for any nesting
 4  colonies for wading birds, that sort of thing.
 5  We had to do that for each sector.  So we have
 6  got Sector A, Sector B and now Sector C.
 7       Again, this was done the first part of
 8  October, which, as many of you know and
 9  probably observed, is the time of year when we
10  start getting -- seeing more eagles.  We know
11  that there are eagles that nest around the
12  site.  There has not been to date any reported
13  eagles nest on the site by the gaming
14  commission that we know of, but that's
15  something we continue to watch for.
16       The other thing that we are supposed to do
17  is survey for Gopher tortoises, so there is Jim
18  Weber, one of our Gopher tortoise certified
19  experts, and we do a 100 percent census of the
20  areas that are Gopher tortoise habitat,
21  identify where they are.  Turn that into the
22  game commission folks.  They review it, and we
23  get a permit for relocation, so any of the
24  Gopher tortoises that might be in harm's way,
25  as a result of remediation, we relocate to a
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 1  state-approved Gopher tortoise relocation site,
 2  so we follow all the procedures and protocols
 3  for doing that.
 4       Next slide.
 5       So here is a summary of what we have been
 6  doing.  We completed the site-wide work and
 7  reviewed it with DEP.  We have completed the
 8  Unified Wetland Mitigation Assessment
 9  methodology we had with DEP.  We came up with
10  our best guess of the amount of wetland impacts
11  that there were going to be, and then we
12  recorded or reserved mitigation credits, so we
13  knew we had enough mitigation to take care of
14  that down the road as needed.
15       We have conducted the Gopher tortoise
16  surveys in Sector A and B.  Those are
17  completed.  And as we speak, we are continuing
18  to finish up with the Gopher tortoise
19  relocation on C.
20       We have done wading bird nesting surveys,
21  Sandhill crane surveys.  We reviewed the sites
22  with the DEP as appropriate and as specified,
23  and we will then be conducting the
24  post-remediation review and any mitigation
25  that's needed sector by sector, and providing
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 1  that mitigation at that time.
 2       At the end of the entire process of
 3  cleaning up all the sectors, we will have one
 4  unified report that describes the overall
 5  process.
 6       Next slide.
 7       This is one we showed at the last meeting,
 8  and it's intended to give you all a visual of
 9  what we are doing.  There is about 12 different
10  items that are required here, and here is each
11  sector, A through F, and we have colored in
12  what has been done for each of these
13  activities.  We have got a board for that out
14  there.  You can review it in more than depth,
15  but by the time we finish, all of these blocks
16  will be all colored in because we are
17  conducting all these specific activities in
18  each of the sectors.
19       Next slide.
20       All right.  That's the environmental work
21  that's been the predicate of it, and what's
22  been done.  We have worked with Greg and
23  Buffalo, and he is going to talk now about the
24  actual survey work that's been done, and what
25  he has found in working in Sector A and B, and
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 1  he will describe all the stuff that's been
 2  found in areas that the full reports indicated
 3  there was not supposed to be anything.
 4       I don't know whether you want to take
 5  questions now or wait until we get through?
 6       HUBERT FARBES: Let's wait until we get
 7  through.
 8       MICHAEL DENNIS: We will answer your
 9  questions.  Hang on, and we will answer your
10  questions when we are finished.  We are just
11  about done.
12       GREG WILLIAMS: Thanks, Mike.
13       My name is Greg Williams.  I am one of the
14  principals of Buffalo Restoration.
15       We have been out there nearly six months
16  now.  We have got nearly 60 people working out
17  onsite mostly five days a week.  We have a part
18  crew that works on Saturdays.
19       You see up here -- you have seen this a
20  few times -- you see we are up here around the
21  church.
22       The parts of the property -- the northern
23  part of the property we are going to clear-cut
24  the property we know what evidence there is of
25  ordnance from the former government
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 1  investigations that happened.  We clear-cut
 2  those initially.  You can see it from the map.
 3  Some parts of the property -- we have got the
 4  wetlands we have to go through those and do
 5  preliminary search, and we don't want to cut
 6  them if we don't have to.  As you can see
 7  there, it's been quite challenging, these areas
 8  that we have gone through, and we have been
 9  finding things we didn't expect to find.
10       Next slide.
11       So this area, as you can see -- this is
12  all the sectors.  This is the bottom left
13  corner of the property.  You see these red
14  items here, these are ordnance items.  We are
15  up by over -- at the moment, I don't have an
16  exact number on me -- it is over 60 ordnance
17  items we found.  The government investigation
18  said there was nothing here and that further
19  action (was not needed) on the southern half of
20  the property.  And as we have been going
21  through, we have been through these wetlands
22  here, and especially you can see in here behind
23  what they thought was a rifle range, we have
24  actually got some UXO items there.
25       FEMALE SPEAKER: The red dots represent
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 1  what?
 2       GREG WILLIAMS: They are ordnance items
 3  that we have been finding in the sector, the
 4  bottom left.  I guess the accent -- the
 5  Australian accent -- so I don't know how easy
 6  it is to see; that's probably better.
 7       There was, what was called, a rifle range
 8  right here, and there is another one here.  And
 9  as you see, the red items -- hopefully you can
10  tell what they are in the next slides,
11  especially in the wetlands here, so one of the
12  things we have to do now is clear some of these
13  wetlands because there is quite a bit of
14  ordnance in there.
15       Go to the next slide.
16       So some of what you see, unexploded
17  bullets and munitions -- is some of the
18  terminology -- we found in there, so 2.316
19  rockets, which is what is commonly known as a
20  Bazooka, you saw World War II people shooting
21  at German tanks, 75 MM high-explosive
22  projectiles, 37-millimeter projectiles, rifle
23  grenades on the rifle range surprisingly.  I am
24  being sarcastic.  3 1/2 inch rocket warheads
25  fired from the aircraft, there is 5-inch rocket
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 1  fuses that were fired from aircraft.  We
 2  haven't found any unexploded yet.  We found
 3  fuses.  We found general-purpose bomb base
 4  fuses and fragmentation, and we found buried
 5  caliber .50 and caliber .30 guns from a stack
 6  of B-25 bomber demonstrating firing of these
 7  guns and ordnances; that was known to be on the
 8  property at the top of the property.  There was
 9  suspicion at one point it was down in another
10  sector, as well.
11       So what we have got here, this is a 2.316
12  rocket, a Bazooka.  This is actually a picture
13  from the property, from the site during the
14  '40s.  It was a demonstration range.  As you
15  see, we found these in one of the swamps, and,
16  again, here, so these ones are practice ones.
17  The problem with these items is whether they
18  are live.  It is the paint that differentiates
19  them, and you can't tell.
20       Now, I don't know if you see, but this
21  bottom one here is perforated.  You can see
22  like a steel bar, but the one above it is not.
23  It is intact, and we can't tell without blowing
24  it up.  It has an impact inertia fuse.
25  Something that someone -- it was live, if
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 1  someone did something to it, there is a good
 2  chance it will blow up, and all these ones have
 3  been practice so far.  We are going to find all
 4  the practice ones out there, and we are going
 5  to find some of the live ones.
 6       We have got 18 wetlands.  We started
 7  finding a whole lot in one little area.  I said
 8  stop.  Come out and cut the wetlands and get in
 9  there properly.
10       Next slide.
11       37 MM projectiles, these were fired
12  anti-tank, and fired from aircraft, as well.
13  They were fired at anti-aircraft.  So this is a
14  picture of what one looks like, and some of the
15  ones we found.  That's one that was probably
16  fired from the air.  People can tell whether
17  that is a live or a practice one by the
18  perforation through it.  That one was practice.
19  The other one we found was live.  It was not
20  there after we conducted the demolition.  This
21  is what they look like.
22       Now, I guess, once you look at it, and we
23  can look at publications and measure it.  When
24  you see it a few times -- when you first see
25  it, you really have to treat it like it is
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 1  something because the practice items are the
 2  same shape and same weight as a live one.
 3       Rocket grenades.  Look at this one.  This
 4  is the bottom left of the sector.  This was the
 5  rifle range.  This was the rifle range.  This
 6  is what the government called the pistol
 7  cabinet range.  As you see here, this is a
 8  soldier firing a rocket grenade.  We only found
 9  two of those so far.
10       Again, in here in the wetland, where we
11  found the rocket in the range, that is where we
12  were expecting to find them.  This has been
13  abandoned for the last 60/70 years.  It's been
14  cleared, and it's been tilled, so that's yet to
15  come.  During the wet season, it's a lot more
16  inefficient for us to get in there.  Now we are
17  getting in there now because it's getting dry.
18       This is a 75 MM projectile.  These are
19  fired artillery.  75 MM is 3 inches -- 3-inch
20  diameter, 11 inches long, Dave?  So this was a
21  live one.  The explosive fuse has been knocked
22  off from the 75.  This is a different kind of
23  rocket.  You can see the relative sizes, so
24  that's what that looks like, so that's the
25  largest thing we found so far in there.  That
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 1  was fired from an aircraft, a B-25, I don't
 2  know if you were aware they were on the
 3  property, but the B-25 had a 75 MM gun fired.
 4  The paratroopers that were on the property
 5  parachuting into the property for
 6  demonstrations and training, they had 75 MM
 7  guns, so they are there, and we are finding
 8  those.
 9       Next one, please.
10       Aircraft rockets, so this one is a 3
11  1/2-inch aircraft rocket, so this here is
12  called an 89 MM warhead, navy submarine
13  warhead, a 3 1/2-inch rocket, we found that in
14  the sector.  This is from a 5-inch rocket.
15  This is the base fuse.  Once the rocket
16  warhead -- here and under there, this fits in
17  the base, and we found a couple of those out
18  there in the upland.  We believe it would have
19  been fired from the B-25 as a demonstration,
20  and I think I have a photo of it in one of the
21  next slides possibly.  It could have been fired
22  from the air.
23       Next one.
24       Here is the B-25.  Now, this is on the top
25  of the property, we kind of worked that out
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 1  from some of the other photos.  You can see
 2  here he is firing a 5-inch rocket, it is a high
 3  velocity aircraft rocket.  It also has guns, so
 4  this one probably had 4 guns -- 15 guns, and
 5  there are 30 guns.  Later on they had 6 guns on
 6  them.  The other sector, here is the barrels.
 7  You can see by the tips on them these are
 8  aircraft guns.  These are buried out there in
 9  the sector, and these are all the components of
10  the guns.  There is a handle there.  There are
11  screens.  There are receivers.  I am sure
12  someone could probably make a full gun, I don't
13  know that it would work.
14       But this was kind of interesting because
15  this actually says 1100 aviation oil -- Navy
16  Single 1100, aviation oil.  We believe that was
17  from -- to actually fire the weapons on this
18  B-25, they had to have the engine running just
19  to produce electricity.  We found probably
20  eight or nine of these barrel oil drums, Army,
21  Air Force and Navy out there, and we believe
22  possibly could have come from this.
23       So the next one.
24       The general purpose bombs, so what you get
25  is a general purpose bomb just means it is a
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 1  relatively -- like a .6-inch wall -- .6-inch
 2  wall thickness on it.  This one on the bottom
 3  is a 250-pound bomb that was dropped in
 4  abundance on the property.  This is some of the
 5  fragmentation.  It is very characteristic of
 6  fragmentation you get sharp edges with the high
 7  velocity disassociation.
 8       This is a base fuse.  You can see in here
 9  it looks like a propeller.  And as it spins,
10  the propeller spins out, and when that comes
11  out, the base fuse arms.  This is a propeller,
12  as well.  Sometimes what happens is the nose
13  piece comes off, the base fuse doesn't arm, it
14  doesn't detonate.  When it detonates, the base
15  fuse gets kicked out the back, so this part
16  here is the detonator.  This is actually live.
17  This one was live, a 100 series base fuse,
18  there is probably nine or ten different types
19  of 100 series base fuses.  Two of them are
20  particularly dangerous, but, I guess, that was
21  surprising to find those down there, down on
22  the bottom of the property, but we were
23  definitely finding fuzzes down there.  So I
24  think as we come to the north, we know we are
25  going to find more from the photos of the '40s.
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 1       So this is the 1947 firing range versus
 2  our current discoveries.  This arc here, if you
 3  remember from the last presentation, the
 4  Government said there was a range here and
 5  range here and one here and one here and
 6  nothing down on the bottom.  I believe we are
 7  going to have no further action from somewhere
 8  on this line, this bottom half of the property.
 9  What we believe -- especially the 37 MM, that
10  there was range firing in here.  This part here
11  are the rockets, the 2.316-inch Bazooka rockets
12  were firing from this thing here.  They were
13  offset to the right of the rifle range.
14       And when it is most efficient for us to
15  get in there, and we can cut the trees out, it
16  will be a lot easier to get in there.
17       What is going to happen now is there is a
18  lot more work for us because we are going to
19  take these parts of the wetlands out.  As you
20  see, it is on both sides of this wetland, and
21  as we come up in here.  Now, we are only
22  starting to bravo sector now.  We are a good
23  way through the vegetation.  You can see it
24  from the road.  We cleaned most of this now.
25  The last 10 percent of it takes the most time.
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 1  There is a lot of boggy areas in there still,
 2  and it's very quickly growing out.  As we find
 3  more items in here, that's when we will make
 4  the decision to clear-cut.  But at the moment,
 5  what we are finding is in wetlands.
 6       That's it, so it has been a little bit
 7  over time, but it's been a surprise.  Based on
 8  the information we had, the government
 9  investigation we looked in the same areas they
10  looked, and we are consistently finding arms in
11  there.
12       HUBERT FARBES: Thank you very much.
13       What we would like to do is make sure we
14  have a complete record, if you have a question,
15  we have a hand-held microphone.  There is a
16  podium for you to stand there.  Please identify
17  yourself.  Give us your name and your address,
18  and ask the question, and we will try to answer
19  it.  Martha has a hand-held microphone.
20       MARTHA FITZGERALD: My name is Martha
21  Fitzgerald.  I'm a lawyer from Denver, as well,
22  and I will be monitoring your questions today.
23  If you wish to speak, whether you wish to
24  comment or pose a question, come to the podium.
25  We will give you a mic, and we will be timing
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 1  so that we can ensure that everybody here has a
 2  chance and opportunity to say what they want to
 3  say.  If we still have time left over when your
 4  three minutes is up at the end, and everybody
 5  has cycled through, you may have the
 6  opportunity to speak again.
 7       So anyone who would like to come up.
 8       JOHN DALY: My name is John Daly.
 9       MARTHA FITZGERALD: We need you to come to
10  the podium.
11       JOHN DALY: Thanks.  My name is John Daly.
12       THE COURT REPORTER: Sorry, I can't hear
13  you.  I need to be able to see your mouth.
14       MARTHA FITZGERALD: We are going to have
15  everyone who wants to speak at the podium.  If
16  you don't wish to speak --
17       JOHN DALY: My name is John Daly.  I am a
18  resident of Vista Lakes, and I am also an HOA
19  board member --
20       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Would you please --
21       JOHN DALY: No, I am not interested in
22  standing up there.  I was given an opportunity
23  to stand at the podium if I chose to, and I
24  chose not to.
25       The questions are pretty simple.  The
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 1  first question is:  Are these slides actually
 2  available on your website?  The second question
 3  is --
 4       HUBERT FARBES: They are -- or they will
 5  be.
 6       JOHN DALY: The second question is
 7  regarding the wetlands.  Are any of the
 8  wetlands federally protected areas, or are they
 9  strictly wetlands that are protected by the
10  state government is the question?  And the
11  third question is related to the ordnance.  Is
12  there a complete inventory of the ordnance that
13  has been found until now that is available on
14  the website or will be uploaded on the website?
15       MICHAEL DENNIS: As I expressed, the
16  wetlands were delineated based on the state
17  wetland methodologies pursuant to the
18  requirements of the VCO.  Are those four
19  sections for wetlands?  I believe a number of
20  those would be if we went through the federal
21  process of identifying them.  But the DEP is
22  the agency that is responsible for this
23  process, so that's where we have been
24  coordinating -- coordinating our wetlands work
25  with the DEP.
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 1       JOHN DALY: Thank you.
 2       HUBERT FARBES: The answer to the third
 3  question is, yes, the pictures will be posted
 4  on the website.
 5       JOHN DALY: Will that include a complete
 6  inventory of everything that has been found so
 7  far or just a sampling?
 8       GREG WILLIAMS: No problem, yeah, sure.
 9       JOHN DALY: Complete inventory?
10       GREG WILLIAMS: Yes.  We uploaded 60 items
11  so far.  Yes, we have a database and can
12  produce that.
13       JOHN DALEY: Thank you.
14       GREG WILLIAMS: No problem.
15       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Anybody else?
16       YVELINE DELVILLAR: Hi, my name Yveline
17  Delvillar.  I would like to know how you -- how
18  far do you dig to find all the munition?  Did
19  you dig one foot?  Two feet?  Three feet?  Did
20  you go deeper if you find something at three
21  feet?  Are we sure there is nothing under?  And
22  that is my first question.
23       My other point is after you found all of
24  these complicated items, as an owner in the
25  other side, I am still wondering why the owner
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 1  of this land he is so eager to build houses, to
 2  put people living in these houses when one of
 3  you was talking about the contamination of the
 4  soil?  Why do they want people living in that?
 5  Can you assure me that the soil that you are
 6  going to put for build is going to be clean of
 7  no chemical because I am living in the other
 8  side for ten years.  I bought my piece of land
 9  because I picked it out to grow my veggies.
10  Six months after I cannot because they found
11  bombs.  Am I sure that if I plant veggies, I am
12  not going to get cancer?  Or in ten years I am
13  going to get a tumor?  What is my proof that if
14  I dig deeper than what you are digging, I don't
15  find a bomb?  So I am wondering why these
16  people want to build houses and sell, unless to
17  make a lot of money, dirty money out of people?
18       HUBERT FARBES: Let me answer your last
19  question first.  This session is about, and our
20  presentation is about cleaning the land.  My
21  client, the owner, does have the right to
22  develop the land; that's not anything we have
23  anything to say about.  What we can say to you
24  is the process for evaluating the soil, and
25  assuring that there is no soil contamination
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 1  that's a consequence of the original government
 2  ordnance deposition, that process is prescribed
 3  in the VCO.  And if you go to either the
 4  Government's website or ours, and look at the
 5  criteria, you will find that there is a project
 6  environmental sampling plan that requires
 7  complete sampling of all the soil and soil
 8  conditions.  And the consequence of any
 9  discovery of contaminated soil is that the soil
10  has to be excavated and removed from the site,
11  and removed to an appropriate deposition
12  location.  So contaminated soil -- in response
13  to your question -- is all cleared as a
14  requirement of the VCO.
15       YVELINE DELVILLAR: They physically take
16  the soil out and remove it?
17       HUBERT FARBES: And the contaminated soil
18  is removed.
19       So let me let Greg answer your question
20  about how the process works for how the
21  contractor determines how deep to dig.
22       GREG WILLIAMS: I guess the short answer
23  is, yes, we do -- we have two processes that we
24  use.  The first part is called electromagnet
25  analysis.  We map the soil.  We have
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 1  geophysicists that go through the process and
 2  interpret the data and find subsurface metal.
 3  That first process will go -- depending on the
 4  size of the item -- will go say 4-foot,
 5  depends.  Bigger items we see deeper, and
 6  smaller items we see shallow; that's what the
 7  Government did in part.
 8       We also do magnetometry, so we then have a
 9  second pass with a different instrument, so we
10  found items 40-foot deep that were metal, parts
11  of warheads that showed up, so it was from the
12  2 1/2-inch wide pipe, so we are looking deep,
13  so we are being sure.
14       Something to go deep has to be large, so
15  we have a lot of confidence that we are going
16  to find anything that's down there.  One of the
17  reasons the magnetometry is so sensitive, the
18  items that are close to the surface and
19  clustered together, they coalesce into one big
20  blowup, so that's why the first pass of the
21  instrument we use is a lot more detailed, and
22  we get the smaller items on the surface.  The
23  magnetometry is designed to go deeper past
24  that, so we can assure you that we are looking
25  at that.
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 1       The second is the bed of soils, the first
 2  thing we did is we have a subcontractor,
 3  subconsultant, we go through each sector, and
 4  we take baseline soil samples for metals, scan
 5  them for metals, arsenic and barium and silver
 6  and lead and mercury.  We have gone through
 7  that, and those baseline levels right through
 8  Alpha Bravo sector, those base levels are not
 9  above the state guidelines.  There hasn't been
10  anything down there so far.  When we find the
11  ordnance, the exposed one, we take a sample, as
12  well, there hasn't been one of those yet.
13  There have been some incendiary items that we
14  have found for preparing roads.  We have taken
15  soil samples.  And, again, the items that were
16  in there weren't a problem.
17       So, yes, in terms of the chemical
18  contamination of the soil, we are sampling for
19  everything that we can see will be there.  In
20  terms of depth protection, we will go as deep
21  as we can.  I think if we find something, but
22  we are not going to get into 100-foot deep.  If
23  it's 20-foot deep, deep enough to penetrate 20
24  foot into the soil, it will be very large, and
25  it's just part of what we do.  Essentially,
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 1  it's an engineering challenge to get down in
 2  there, and it's done all over the world,
 3  especially in Europe where there was a lot of
 4  bombing.  It's not something that is really
 5  done in America a lot.  The government usually
 6  just sticks to the first 4-foot level.  They
 7  don't go deeper.  They stop digging.  That's
 8  not what we are doing.
 9       HUBERT FARBES: And that's the key.  The
10  Corps' procedure is not what we are following.
11  The procedure we are following is what was
12  established by the VCO.
13       So do I have another question?
14       LISA AYERS: I am Lisa Ayers.  I live in a
15  subdivision.
16       I just wanted some clarification on the
17  wetlands, if we could go back to that slide; is
18  that possible?
19       HUBERT FARBES: Sure.
20       LISA AYERS: Where you source code all the
21  wetlands, are the green the wetlands?
22       MICHAEL DENNIS: Yes, ma'am.
23       LISA AYERS: My question to you, the
24  Florida Department of Environmental Protection,
25  do you see how much is covered, and you are
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 1  okay with that?  That's my question to you.  I
 2  want to thank all of you for coming in and
 3  keeping us informed, but I am astounded that
 4  you are working for us, but you are not
 5  protecting us.  Who do we go to to answer for
 6  that?  It's your job to protect us.  As I
 7  understand from talking to scientists at the
 8  University of Florida, relocating wetlands in
 9  the State of Florida, they just look at me and
10  smile, and it's really a shame because you know
11  that the wetlands are important to our water,
12  our aquifer.  I am astounded.  I really am.  I
13  am astounded, and I feel very let down by our
14  State, our City officials, all of the
15  government here, and it's all about money, all
16  about money.
17       LISA FRANK: I can respond.
18       LISA AYERS: I am not finished.  You can
19  respond when I am finished.
20       Now, as far as when you are referring to
21  Alpha.  Are you referring to Section A of where
22  you found?
23       GREG WILLIAMS: That's correct.
24       LISA AYERS: Could we go to the slide with
25  all the munitions?  This is Section A, here,
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 1  and you have removed all of these, or are you
 2  still not complete?
 3       GREG WILLIAMS: What we have done in Alpha
 4  sector is we cut the uplands.  The wetlands --
 5  we have gone through with the handheld tools,
 6  and we found ordnance in there.  Now, to remove
 7  that ordnance, we have to remove the trees, and
 8  that's part of the UMAM system.  We don't --
 9  that's right near where it is accessible, right
10  in that treeline is where we found, and
11  children get in there, that's the thing.  When
12  it's dry, they are right there, and so we are
13  not going to just get some of them and leave
14  others because it's very dense in there, and
15  it's, I guess, there is the mud and everything,
16  but there is also a lot of undergrowth in
17  there, which is hard to get through, so there
18  is no way we can get them all.
19       LISA AYERS: So in your own words, I will
20  tell you what I heard is that you are really
21  unable to clear all of the munitions where it's
22  very dense because you can't get in there?
23       GREG WILLIAMS: So we are cutting the
24  trees, yes.
25       LISA AYERS: So you are cutting the trees
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 1  to get them?
 2       GREG WILLIAMS: We can geophysically map.
 3  We get the subsurface map of the two passes,
 4  the near surface and the deep.
 5       LISA AYERS: And this is just Alpha, and
 6  the B section has not been cleared, this is
 7  just the one section?
 8       GREG WILLIAMS: We haven't started
 9  clearcutting wetlands yet, but that is part of
10  the plan, especially the top of the property
11  where there is photos of bombs impacting those
12  wetlands.
13       HUBERT FARBES: Let's just deal with A and
14  B.
15       LISA AYERS: For these munitions that have
16  been found, you are removing them from the
17  property at the present; are there ones that
18  need to be blown up?  Are you taking them away
19  somewhere to blow them up?
20       GREG WILLIAMS: We conducted demolition
21  operations on Thursday so far, and you wouldn't
22  have heard a thing of what we have done.  We
23  have people on the fences -- on the fences of
24  the properties, and those guys had to ask us if
25  we have done it.  It is probably 7,000 feet,
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 1  8,000 feet away from where you are.  We hear
 2  tires blowing -- truck tires blowing on 528.
 3  You hear dump trucks --
 4       HUBERT FARBES: She is just asking if you
 5  destroyed the ordnance that you found.
 6       GREG WILLIAMS: What happens is anything
 7  that has an explosive hazard gets detonated or
 8  thermally treated.  We have it stockpiled and
 9  secure, and then it actually goes under a chain
10  of custody to a facility that demilitarizes it.
11       LISA AYERS: For the really big bombs,
12  though, you are going to notify us on
13  Thursdays, or you will notify us prior so we
14  that can evacuate on Thursday?
15       GREG WILLIAMS: If it's in -- if there is
16  any danger that's close to you, yes, but we
17  have -- we are not going to do anything to hurt
18  or put anyone -- we are all working there, as
19  well.  We don't want to do anything.  But at
20  the moment, we haven't got to that.
21       LISA AYERS: Okay.  That pretty much
22  covers it.  Thank you.
23       HUBERT FARBES: Martha, he would like to
24  respond.
25       MICHAEL DENNIS: Let me address one of the
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 1  wetlands.  I may have left an erroneous
 2  impression.  The wetland map, there was a
 3  requirement -- specific requirement in the VCO
 4  and in the ICAP to identify all of the wetlands
 5  on the site.  Then there are specific guides
 6  about how you should approach the remediation
 7  in wetlands, and it, basically, says that you
 8  do the minimum amount of testing that you can
 9  do in the wetlands, the least disruptive amount
10  in the wetland, to make sure that you have
11  properly characterized the site and identified
12  any risk, any munition that's may be causing
13  health and safety risk, so the wetland map
14  is -- was a requirement.  DEP was very specific
15  about that, and about how we would deal with
16  wetlands and making sure that the wetlands were
17  protected on the site, given the fact that we
18  do need to clean up the wetlands.  So the green
19  map is not a map that says, here is all the
20  wetlands, and here is all the wetlands that is
21  going to be destroyed and filled; that's not
22  what the VCO says.  The VCO recognizes and
23  allows that some of the test equipment used to
24  run over the ground to be able to penetrate
25  that shallow depth and then that deeper depth,
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 1  and so he only clears those wetlands in those
 2  areas where he has already done some testing,
 3  and there is identified risk that there are UXO
 4  in that section of the wetlands.
 5       In areas of the wetlands where there is
 6  not that, there won't be anything, you know,
 7  done.  They will just be left alone.  When
 8  there is, and where the trees have to be cut,
 9  they will be cut, and the testing will be done,
10  but the wetlands won't be filled, the wetland
11  boundary, the wetland topography, the wetland
12  soils, the wetland seabank will all be there.
13  So this is not about destroying the wetlands
14  and recreating them somewhere else that you
15  were -- I thought you were referring to with
16  the University of Florida.
17       LISA AYERS: Where are you going to put
18  all those houses then if all of that red
19  area --
20       HUBERT FARBES: Ma'am, could you get the
21  microphone?
22       LISA AYERS: Oh, sorry.
23       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Well, we are going to
24  have to let other people --
25       HUBERT FARBES: How about having Lisa
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 1  respond?
 2       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Lisa is preferring to
 3  have Mike respond.
 4       MICHAEL DENNIS: I just wanted to be
 5  clear, see if I could clear that part of it up,
 6  so that's how it would work.  And then once
 7  Greg does his testing, the wetland is still
 8  there.  The trees can, you know, grow back up.
 9  The plants can grow back up.  There is no --
10  nothing in there that says that that area will
11  be filled.  The wetlands all will be altered
12  only to the extent they are required to do
13  proper testing and removal of the munitions.
14       GREG WILLIAMS: The uplands -- we are
15  clearing the uplands where the palmetto is.
16       LISA AYERS: Can I ask another question?
17  I still need clarification.
18       FEMALE SPEAKER: Lisa, I will give you my
19  three minutes.  Go ahead.
20       LISA AYERS: I still need clarification.
21  That whole thing that you showed -- the whole
22  slide that you showed almost the entire area
23  covered with wetlands, and the plan was to put,
24  what, over 4,300 homes on that.  If you are not
25  doing all of that there, where are all the
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 1  homes going to go if those are going to remain?
 2       MICHAEL DENNIS: I don't know, and that's
 3  not -- that's not.
 4       LISA AYERS: I understand.  Maybe that
 5  might be a question for our mayor.
 6       MICHAEL DENNIS: That's a question for
 7  others, and we work --
 8       LISA AYERS: And I understand you are just
 9  here --
10       MICHAEL DENNIS: We do permitting and
11  development, so I am familiar with the process,
12  but this process is strictly, and our task and
13  assignment and contract is strictly to follow
14  the VCO and make sure that the site is
15  remediated, Buffalo is doing its job, and mine
16  is that we address wetlands, any wetland
17  impacts that be mitigated, wildlife, threatened
18  and endangered species, Gopher tortoises, we
19  follow the rules on those as they are specified
20  in the VCO.
21       LISA AYERS: Yeah, I understand what your
22  role is here, and I appreciate you being
23  upfront with us, but I think this is something
24  that we need to address with our elected
25  officials because, I mean, I just don't see all
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 1  those homes on there without covering and
 2  filling in the wetlands that you can't get to,
 3  you know.
 4       GREG WILLIAMS: We can get to them.
 5       LISA AYERS: Well, like I said, I
 6  understand what you said, and I thank you very
 7  much for being so forthright with us, and
 8  letting us know what is going on.  But this
 9  just makes me want to cry, to tell you the
10  truth.
11       RICARDO (?): My name is Ricardo
12  (inaudible).  The question is the working
13  hours, you have been working there five days a
14  week.  Do you expect working, like, 24/7?
15  Should we expect the half-ton pickup trucks one
16  more week?  We have seen that a lot after
17  10:00 p.m., sometimes at 1:00 a.m. in the
18  morning, 2:00 a.m. in the morning, 5:00 a.m. in
19  the morning.
20       GREG WILLIAMS: That's not us.
21       RICARDO (?): So I am getting the feeling
22  you are trying to transport something that no
23  one should see.
24       LISA AYERS: Are they hearing the trucks
25  in the morning?  Are they going past your
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 1  place?  You live right up the street.
 2       RICARDO (?): I live right on the brick
 3  wall that goes all the way, so the path the
 4  trucks use to go to site Alpha, that's where
 5  they go.
 6       GREG WILLIAMS: Well, we had -- we had a
 7  24-hour security onsite, so I think if you have
 8  someone -- you will hear the Kawasaki Mule
 9  maybe driving on the property, but there is no
10  work -- work hours at the moment is 6:30 to
11  around 5:00.  There may have been a time when
12  there has been a delivery of something coming
13  at 7:00 or 8:00.  I think if you see anyone
14  driving or hearing anyone driving on that
15  property, is probably the security guy.  They
16  are there from when we leave, which is usually
17  5:30, 6:00 until 6:00 a.m.  They are there on
18  Sundays.  We work on Saturdays, especially the
19  vegetation clearance, but I can assure you
20  there is no 2:00 a.m. or 1:00 a.m., I would be
21  very surprised.
22       MALE SPEAKER: (Inaudible.)
23       HUBERT FARBES: You are going to have to
24  come to the microphone.
25       GREG WILLIAMS: Work hours at the moment
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 1  is 6:30 to 5:00 and has been -- it's coming
 2  forward depending on the light, and I am
 3  thinking sometimes we have had a delivery or
 4  something held up somewhere, I don't know, but
 5  that would be one occasion maybe.  At the
 6  moment, I can't think of one.  There is no work
 7  around the clock.  If that security guy is
 8  disturbing you, maybe we can -- we have a lot
 9  of equipment onsite.
10       RICARDO (?): The security guy is fine.
11  Those are not the concern.  I mean, we know
12  they drive through.  So the concern is having
13  traffic like that.
14       The follow-up question is if we should
15  continue to report those to the City, or we
16  have to report those directly to you?
17       GREG WILLIAMS: What time are you hearing
18  trucks from the outside?
19       RICARDO (?): I have heard like 10:00
20  a.m., 10:00 p.m. in the night.  I have heard
21  overnight.  It is hard to really wake up and
22  look at the clock and remember the time.  I do
23  file some reports with the City.  I report
24  noise.  So if we should continue to do that,
25  it's fine.  If you have a different channel to
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 1  report those, like you are not even aware,
 2  maybe we should establish some communication
 3  here.
 4       GREG WILLIAMS: We can -- I guess we can
 5  speak after this thing, but I will find out,
 6  but I assure you there is no work activity,
 7  other than the security guy, and the only thing
 8  I can think of is sometimes there has been
 9  heavy equipment that's come in a little late,
10  but I will have to check.  It's the only thing
11  I can think of.  There is nothing at 2:00 in
12  the morning, 1:00 in the morning, maybe 8:00 at
13  night.  There is no reason to come that late.
14  When it's dark, we don't work.
15       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Anyone else?
16       DAVID (?): Hello, my name is David.  I
17  have a question about the explosions you talked
18  about earlier.  I think initially you said you
19  are not exploding anything on the site, or if
20  you have, the noise levels were so low that
21  nobody noticed; is that what you said?  Because
22  what I wanted to bring up is maybe a couple
23  weeks ago, Thursday, probably between 11:00 --
24  I was working from home between 11:00 and 2:00,
25  and there were a series of booms that I heard,
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 1  and I wasn't home alone.  My mom was at the
 2  house with me and my daughter, and the first
 3  time I heard it she -- my daughter was outside
 4  at the pool, so she ran into the house because
 5  she was so scared, she is like two-years-old.
 6  I thought there is construction going on --
 7       GREG WILLIAMS: Was this a few days ago,
 8  like in the last two or three weeks?
 9       DAVID (?): Yes, in the last two weeks.
10       GREG WILLIAMS: There is a construction
11  site.  If you come out the BP and turn right,
12  they just cleared a lot of the land there.
13  There was -- we have never done any more than
14  one at a time.  There has never been a series
15  of them.  Probably, is it, Troy, but they
16  have -- you can look.  They cleared the whole
17  property.  They had a bunch of heavy equipment
18  on there, and we have had some guys say the
19  same thing.  It even came over our radio
20  asking, but we have done -- that is on your
21  west side away from us.  We have never done
22  anything more than once, one detonation.  There
23  has never been multiple to date.  On the dump
24  trucks maybe, the tailgates.
25       DAVID (?): This was not on a tailgate.
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 1  The first time I heard it I thought it was
 2  construction related, or maybe a crane fell or
 3  something, it was that loud, but then five or
 4  six minutes later there was another one.
 5       GREG WILLIAMS: No, not us.  100 percent
 6  mid-day, 11:59 maybe, we put people at the
 7  closest point, and they are -- we have a radio,
 8  and none of them reported even hearing it.  The
 9  loudest thing that we have heard -- that I have
10  heard personally -- is the trucks coming around
11  478 on to 528 because it's so tight there, the
12  tires are blowing, you hear the big bang and
13  flap, flap, flap, as a shredded tire, but
14  nothing multiple.
15       DAVID (?): I realize you have to do what
16  you have to do, but what I want to bring up is
17  if you know you are going to have explosions
18  there and things like that, I think you should
19  notify us maybe a week ahead because there is
20  all kinds of things going on in the world, and
21  people are aware, so at least they are not
22  scared.
23       GREG WILLIAMS: Most of the ones we are
24  doing is in 4-foot of sand.  There is -- at the
25  moment, they have been small.  If there is
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 1  something that is larger, it will be -- we
 2  talked to the bomb squad.  We talked to the
 3  airport.  And, you know, we -- sometimes we
 4  will find it the day before, if it comes up on
 5  a Thursday, if there is something that's going
 6  to be loud and whatever, but I can assure you
 7  multiple was not us.
 8       You can see the heavy equipment that's out
 9  there now.  It's on the west side of Narcoossee
10  Road just north of the BP, there is a large
11  worksite, and that's where we think it came
12  from.
13       DAVID (?): Thank you.
14       HUBERT FARBES: What Greg is saying, I
15  should say, everyone should be aware that the
16  VCO contains a prescribed exercise and process,
17  a set of notifications are required before any
18  explosions are undertaken, and the process for
19  securing the explosion impact, you know,
20  insulating it, making it relatively soundless,
21  that process is prescribed in the VCO, so what
22  you describe -- and certainly you heard what
23  you heard, but what you described couldn't
24  occur under the VCO process, just as Greg said.
25       That's enough, Greg.  I think we did what
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 1  we need to do.
 2       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Anyone else?
 3       JOHN DALEY: John Daley, resident and HOA
 4  board member.
 5       I am a little unclear as to the VCO
 6  requirements for holding this meeting.  You
 7  mentioned that is a hearing one point.  You
 8  used the term hearing.  I heard meeting, and
 9  the handout actually says panel discussion.  I
10  just want to be clear as to all of the
11  requirements for the VCO.  Is it called a
12  hearing in this venue or just a meeting?
13       HUBERT FARBES: You can look inside the
14  VCO, there is a community information and
15  communication plan, a public communication
16  plan.  That plan is what prescribes these
17  meetings, and the requirement of FDEP wasn't
18  what we proposed, but they require that every
19  time we commenced work in another area we have
20  an update and information session, and that's
21  what this is.
22       JOHN DALEY: Great.  Thank you.  I
23  appreciate it.
24       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Anyone else?
25       MALE SPEAKER: (Inaudible.)
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 1       MARTHA FITZGERALD: On the website, you
 2  will be notified if there is any major
 3  explosion that will cause a loud noise.
 4  Otherwise, you are probably not going to hear
 5  it because, as Greg said, most ordnances found
 6  are smaller and it will be exploded or disposed
 7  of under four meters of sand.  But any major
 8  event will obviously explained well in advance
 9  for you so that no one is afraid.  We
10  understand in this day and age, a lot of loud
11  noises tend to scare people.
12       MR. CROSSLEY: There will be implosion on
13  Thursday at noon.  We have site ohmmeters on
14  all the corners to make sure the homes don't
15  get -- we verify the homes don't get rattled,
16  and then, of course, the deviation of
17  interested government agencies are notified by
18  radio prior to commencing.
19       JOHN DALY: Would you identify yourself
20  for us?
21       MR. BROCK: I am Rich Brock.  I represent
22  the owner of the property.
23       LISA AYERS: Are we going to hear from the
24  environmental protection agency?
25       MARTHA FITZGERALD: We actually don't have
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 1  the EPA here, but we do have the FDEP.
 2       LISA FRANK: I am Lisa Frank with the
 3  FDEP.  Your question originally, did they do
 4  enough mitigation or follow the rules?  We have
 5  rules in place that regulate this type of
 6  activity, and they did follow the rules.  They
 7  have a mitigation plan in place to offset the
 8  impacts.  So we are using a mitigation bank,
 9  which is a very common practice.  I am not sure
10  what other questions you have, but they did
11  follow the rules.  They did exactly what we
12  asked them to do.
13       LISA AYERS: I understand that, and I can
14  take it up with the Florida -- wherever you are
15  from -- Environmental Protection.  That was the
16  title of your agency, Environmental Protection.
17  When I look up there and see all those wetlands
18  and your agency is allowing a 4,300-project
19  home in there, it is not right.
20       LISA FRANK: I will stop you there.  Our
21  agency will not be the permitting agency for
22  that subdivision.  We have nothing to do with
23  that.
24       LISA AYERS: It is your agency's
25  responsibility to the citizens of Florida --
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 1  residents of Florida -- is to protect us --
 2  protect our aquifer, and you are failing.
 3       LISA FRANK: Well, the subdivision is a
 4  separate issue, and it won't be permitted by
 5  FDEP.  It is the Water Management District.
 6       LISA AYERS: So who should we write to
 7  about this?  Who is protecting the people that
 8  live in Florida?
 9       LISA FRANK: You can talk to Water
10  Management District.
11       LISA AYERS: You know, as well as I do,
12  that this is drainage system for the Florida
13  aquifer, and when you fill it all in...
14       LISA FRANK: That's a separate issue from
15  what we are talking about today.
16       LISA AYERS: Yeah, not really.
17       PETER CORNAIS: Peter Cornais of DEP,
18  waste cleanup in Tallahassee, and my name is on
19  the Voluntary Cleanup Order.  So you are all
20  welcome to e-mail me and respond to me.
21       And like Lisa said before, our job is to
22  enforce and follow state rules and regulations
23  and the federal rules and regulations.
24       LISA AYERS: As I read the rules, when I
25  go in, and I read the federal and state laws


Page 52


 1  and rules on that, the law states that there
 2  will be no relocation of wetlands, that
 3  wetlands are protected, according to the laws,
 4  and I am really confused as to what the State
 5  of Florida is doing to protect their wetlands.
 6  This is very sensitive land, and it just seems
 7  to be sold down the road to developers, and
 8  it's being allowed to happen all over Florida.
 9  So, I mean, you have got to know that.  I mean,
10  really.  I feel very sad for our state.
11       HUBERT FARBES: And let me just
12  emphasize --
13       LISA AYERS: But, again, this is off topic
14  for what you guys are here for.
15       HUBERT FARBES: Let me just emphasize to
16  you.  This is about remediation of the site.  I
17  understand there are many people in this
18  neighborhood that are objecting to an ultimate
19  development plan, but there is no plan for
20  development that's been approved.  When the
21  time comes, all of you should express your
22  opinions about what the development should be,
23  but this is cleaning up the land.
24       LISA AYERS: I understand what you are
25  saying.  I just never realized -- I knew there


Min-U-Script® Legal Realtime Reporting (13) Pages 49 - 52







Transcript for Vista Park Remediation Project Update Meeting
November 15, 2016


Page 53


 1  were wetlands out there, but I have never seen
 2  a map that showed how much of it was wetlands.
 3  It just -- like I said, I feel like crying
 4  right now.
 5       HUBERT FARBES: Well, this is -- perhaps,
 6  I didn't introduce it completely.  It is
 7  certainly in the VCO, this is a 1,500-odd acre
 8  parcel that has been undisturbed, other than
 9  the military ordnance disturbance, since World
10  War II, so nothing has happened there, but it's
11  privately owned.  So there is a process for the
12  private owner to utilize their private land,
13  and what has happened in this parcel is that
14  the local government has made it clear -- and
15  that's why we had to go to the State of Florida
16  first -- the private owner can't utilize the
17  land until it is remediated of the ordnance,
18  and that's the focus for these public
19  proceedings and this series of public updates
20  that we are going to have.
21       Any other questions?
22       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Let me just say one
23  other thing in regard to that, which is you
24  should think about this in term of ordnance
25  being pollution itself, and there have been
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 1  many instances around the country -- and I am
 2  sure you have been able to find where it is not
 3  imaginary, children and people lose hands, lose
 4  limbs, lose lives, lose all sorts of things, so
 5  this ordnance in and of itself is dangerous,
 6  and would have to be cleared at some point.
 7       LISA AYERS: We all understand that.  We
 8  all bought land that was contaminated with no
 9  cleanup and was told after the fact, that's why
10  we are --
11       MARTHA FITZGERALD: I am just asking you
12  to look at it in a different light, which is
13  that we need to get this stuff out of the
14  ground.  It's been 70 years plus since World
15  War II.  The people who owned the land didn't
16  really have a choice.  The Government said we
17  are taking it.  It's all around the country,
18  and now our country has grown in such a way and
19  cities have grown in such a way that we are
20  expanding out into the point where those
21  bombing ranges and practice ranges were.
22       LISA AYERS: There is a lot of land that
23  is not contaminated that they can do their
24  thing on.  But, again, that is not what this is
25  about.
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 1       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Right.  And it is
 2  ultimately we don't want that land in the
 3  middle of our cities that have contamination.
 4       Do you have another question?
 5       YVELINE DELVILLAR: Just a point, I think
 6  that it should be out of law that someone who
 7  owns property where the Government puts on
 8  bombs and all these to be able to sell these
 9  lands to make profit, and only -- the
10  Government only should be able to buy this land
11  and keep the land because the land is already
12  contaminated by their own bombing and all this,
13  so that's my point because I am sad also.  You
14  are sad of the wetland.  I am sad that people
15  are going to live where there are bombs, and we
16  never know.
17       MARTHA FITZGERALD: I can assure you when
18  this process is done, the land will be safe.
19       JOHN DALEY: Two additional questions.
20  One, you mentioned about the City's role with
21  the planning piece of this, was the City
22  invited to tonight's meeting?
23       HUBERT FARBES: Yes, we regularly notify
24  the public -- the local public officials.
25       JOHN DALY: Would like to see a list of


Page 56


 1  who was actually invited from the City to
 2  attend tonight's meeting, so I can contact them
 3  directly.  I appreciate that.  I don't expect
 4  you know who that is now, unless you do.
 5       HUBERT FARBES: I don't know who that is
 6  now, but we do have a list.
 7       JOHN DALEY: So if you will provide that
 8  list, I would appreciate it, and I will share
 9  it with the board.
10       The second question is back to FDEP, our
11  last meeting you were sitting back over here
12  and indicated that there is nobody on staff
13  that had experience in dealing with unexploded
14  ordnance, despite the fact that you are
15  responsible for overseeing the regulatory
16  aspects of that.  Can you explain to our
17  residents what you have done -- FDEP, not
18  you -- personally what FDEP has done since that
19  last meeting to address that particular issue
20  of not having the expertise to provide adequate
21  oversight of this process?
22       PETER CORNAIS: Peter Cornais of the FDEP.
23  So my group does regulate federal facilities,
24  as well, in addition to this site, so we do
25  have expertise in-house to evaluate the Navy,
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 1  Air Force, Army Corps and this specific site.
 2  We also have hired a subcontractor that has
 3  detailed expertise.  In fact, they do this sort
 4  of work.  I have personally been onsite with
 5  them to review the work being done.
 6       JOHN DALEY: Who is the subcontractor?
 7       PETER CORNAIS: I think it is ISSI.
 8       JOHN DALEY: Thank you.  I appreciate
 9  that.
10       MARTHA FITZGERALD: Anyone else?
11       HUBERT FARBES: All right.  We appreciate
12  your time and attention.  And as we have
13  indicated, there will be another public update
14  session at a time that we will designate in the
15  future, and there will be the same notice you
16  received for this session.  Thank you.
17       (Time ended 7:20 p.m.)
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 


Page 58


 1            C E R T I F I C A T E
   
 2 E OF FLORIDA:
   TY OF ORANGE:
 3 
    I, TARA K. SLOCUM, CRR, RPR, FPR, CSR No. 8587 and
 4 ry Public, certify that I was authorized to and did
   ographically report the foregoing proceedings and they
 5 an accurate record of my stenographic notes.
    I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, employee,
 6 rney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
   tive or employee of any of the parties' attorney or
 7 sel connected with the action, nor am I financially
   rested in the action.
 8 
   
 9  DATED this 17th day of January 2017.
   
10 
   
11 
   
12 
   
13                _________________________
                   TARA K. SLOCUM
14                 Certified Realtime Reporter
                   Registered Professional Reporter
15                 Certified Shorthand Reporter
                   Florida Professional Reporter
16 
   
17 
   
18 
   
19 
   
20 
   
21 
   
22 
   
23 
   
24 
   
25 
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 1                  P R O C E E D I N G S
  


 2                        - - - - -
  


 3             HUBERT FARBES:  Good evening, everyone.
  


 4        We appreciate your attendance tonight.
  


 5             This is the second update meeting
  


 6        respective to the Vista Park remediation
  


 7        project, and the rules that I would like to
  


 8        have us abide by tonight so we are sure we have
  


 9        a clear record of our dialogue at this meeting
  


10        is that we're going to make a 20-odd-minute,
  


11        25-minute presentation to you.  We have a slide
  


12        presentation that includes a number of the
  


13        images of the work activity ongoing.  We, being
  


14        the developers, owner's representative team.
  


15             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the
  


16        attorney for the Mockingbird project owner, and
  


17        Mike Dennis of Breedlove, Dennis & Associates
  


18        and Greg Williams of Buffalo Restoration will
  


19        be joining me in this presentation.
  


20             I also want to announce, I don't know if
  


21        you are aware that representatives of the
  


22        Florida Department of Environmental Protection
  


23        are here, Peter Cornais, the waste program
  


24        administrator is here.  He and Lisa Frank are
  


25        also available, as well.
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 1             So let me start with the first slide, if
  


 2        you would.  Many of you have seen these images
  


 3        because we have displayed them.  They have been
  


 4        displayed to the press.
  


 5             The history of this particular site is
  


 6        unique in that it was a former bombing and
  


 7        gunnery range, with historic evidence of
  


 8        munitions activity in this area, in particular
  


 9        we are going to help you to get a reference
  


10        sense for because in the course of our
  


11        presentation, we will show what you these areas
  


12        look like today.
  


13             Next slide, please, and the next one.
  


14             Just a quick summary for everyone's
  


15        information.  We got here because we have a
  


16        contamination condition that stems from World
  


17        War II activity.  That condition was the
  


18        subject of a variety of investigations
  


19        conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers in
  


20        2007 and subsequently, and the result of those
  


21        studies has been first a determination of the
  


22        Corps that there is some level of
  


23        contamination, and a determination that there
  


24        is no committed date for further remediation of
  


25        the site.  The project owner, my client, has,
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 1        therefore, decided to seek approval of FDEP for
  


 2        a plan of remediation.  That plan for
  


 3        remediation was the subject of extensive
  


 4        discussion and dialogue with FDEP.  We
  


 5        submitted to them.  They made revisions that
  


 6        adjusted the plan.  It was called the voluntary
  


 7        cleanup order.  The document is a public
  


 8        document.  It is available on FDEP's public
  


 9        access system.  It's also available at the
  


10        project site's website.  We will give you that
  


11        information at the end of the presentation.
  


12             What all the neighbors can expect is
  


13        summarized here, but I would summarize it
  


14        further by saying the neighbors should expect
  


15        there will be little intrusion for your
  


16        day-to-day life as a result of our remediation
  


17        action.  What you will see is equipment.  What
  


18        you will know is that there is a plan and
  


19        program, the one I just referenced, and what
  


20        you can count on is that we will continue to
  


21        have these meetings.  The meetings are a
  


22        requirement of the FDEP plan, and they are
  


23        timed consistent with the owner's consultants
  


24        taking an active initiative in a different part
  


25        of the project site.  I will give you a summary
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 1        for what that is all about with the next slide.
  


 2             Here is the site.  This is where we are,
  


 3        the church in the northwest corner.  The
  


 4        sectors of the site where work will proceed
  


 5        will begin down here, and they will continue
  


 6        throughout sectors A through G.  We previously
  


 7        have given FDEF notice of commencement in
  


 8        Sectors A and B.  The work continues there.  We
  


 9        have most recently given FDEP notice that we
  


10        will commence work in Sector C.  There is the
  


11        beginning of work activity there.  No other
  


12        activity has occurred on the site, but the
  


13        expectation is over the course of the next year
  


14        plus, they will be working every site.
  


15             Next slide, please.
  


16             Here is the process.  The VCO, the
  


17        document that was the directive of FDEP
  


18        regarding utilization of processes to remediate
  


19        contamination at the site, that document was
  


20        published in June of 2015, and we have
  


21        forwarded -- we have gone forward with the
  


22        process, as it's illustrated here.  The owner
  


23        has given notice of commencement for its
  


24        acceptance of VCO terms, and then we are
  


25        proceeding with the FDEP's oversight and
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 1        approval of our wetlands inspection and
  


 2        wetlands designation determinations.  Those
  


 3        things have been completed, and Mike Dennis is
  


 4        going to discuss them.  We proceeded through
  


 5        the establishment of a process for UMAM scoring
  


 6        of wetland impacts.  There have been additional
  


 7        submittals regarding a final assessment and
  


 8        then a determination of anticipated impacts for
  


 9        wetlands, and also a determination that's been
  


10        approved by FDEP that the owner has the
  


11        capability to mitigate impacts to wetlands that
  


12        are the result of our process.
  


13             Ultimately, the process will lead to this
  


14        set of activities.  There will be a final
  


15        completion report when all compliance is
  


16        accomplished under the VCO.  The result of that
  


17        would be ultimately FDEP accepting the terms of
  


18        final completion and issuing a final site
  


19        rehabilitation completion order and a
  


20        determination that no further action is
  


21        required for this site.
  


22             So I am going to turn this over to Mike
  


23        Dennis to talk to you about the details of what
  


24        has been accomplished with wetlands to date.
  


25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.
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 1             And, again, thank you all for coming out.
  


 2             Our firm and I personally have been
  


 3        involved in this process from almost the
  


 4        beginning in the development of the VCO, so we
  


 5        were involved first in helping the team and the
  


 6        property owner develop the ICAP, the VCO
  


 7        process that relates to wetlands, wildlife and
  


 8        listed species, so our natural resource area is
  


 9        where we have been involved.
  


10             And before the VCO could be crafted, we
  


11        felt like we needed to know as much as we could
  


12        about the site, the site characteristics, so
  


13        that the natural environment could be properly
  


14        addressed in the VCO, so we researched
  


15        historical databases.  There is topography.
  


16        There is USGS topo maps, all the standard
  


17        information that was available.
  


18             One of the key things we did early on is
  


19        we flagged and took GPS readings of all the
  


20        wetlands boundaries, so we delineated the
  


21        wetlands on the site, so we knew what was
  


22        wetland and what was not, and that would be a
  


23        key component of how the VCO was structured and
  


24        the cleanup could occur.  We then looked at all
  


25        the wetlands to determine their functional
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 1        character, and that's done under a unified
  


 2        mitigation assessment methodology.  It is a
  


 3        statutory prescribed functional assessment.  We
  


 4        looked at those.  We looked at the databases
  


 5        for what wildlife and listed federal or state
  


 6        species either occurred or could occur, or was
  


 7        likely to occur on the site, so we considered
  


 8        those.  Then we coordinated, as I mentioned,
  


 9        with Buffalo and with Hubert's group and the
  


10        land owner to come up with methods for
  


11        analyzing the wetlands and post-remediation
  


12        activities and evaluated various restoration
  


13        approaches, and then coordinated those with
  


14        DEP.  So all that is done before anything
  


15        happened [with UXO].
  


16             And as you have heard before, the VCO is
  


17        set up to be conducted in sectors.  So we have
  


18        been working on Sector A, which is right here,
  


19        Sector B, which is right here, and we just
  


20        began on Sector C, which is this area right
  


21        there, so that's where the activities have been
  


22        concentrated.  And if you have driven down 417
  


23        along the Beach Line, you have seen probably
  


24        equipment out there and areas that look like
  


25        they have been cleared and bush-hogged and
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 1        those sorts of things.
  


 2             Next slide.
  


 3             This represents the wetlands that
  


 4        indicated were flagged and GPS'd and
  


 5        subsequently inspected by members of the DEP
  


 6        wetland staff to confirm these wetland
  


 7        boundaries.
  


 8             I don't know if you remember, but one of
  


 9        the slides that Hubert showed is the aerials of
  


10        1943 when they were doing the bombing runs, and
  


11        there is a wetland, there is a bombing run that
  


12        comes across just like that, and this is a
  


13        wetland.  You can see the wetland there, and
  


14        you can pick it out.  The same wetland was
  


15        there back when they were using it as a test
  


16        run.  These are the wetlands, and they have all
  


17        been properly identified.
  


18             Next slide.
  


19             Again, we evaluated each one of the
  


20        wetlands.  There is a variety of wetland types
  


21        out there.  There are cypress domes.  There are
  


22        bay heads.  There is mixed cypress and
  


23        hardwoods.  There is some wet prairies.  Some
  


24        of the crude pasture areas actually qualified
  


25        as wetlands under the state statute.  So there
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 1        is a mix of different kinds of wetlands, and
  


 2        some of them have standing water.  Some of them
  


 3        have saturated soil, various conditions.  All
  


 4        of that played into figuring out and working
  


 5        with Buffalo in how to do their testing and
  


 6        then helping the remediation.
  


 7             Here you see a flag on one of the trees
  


 8        that showed where we delineated this particular
  


 9        wetland.  So part of the work with delineating
  


10        wetlands, functional assessment of them, so
  


11        that we could then evaluate them pre- and
  


12        post-remediation.  And if there were adverse
  


13        impacts to the wetlands as a result of
  


14        remediation, the VCO laid out a very prescribed
  


15        way of dealing with what the mitigation would
  


16        be and how to calculate that.  So that's why it
  


17        is very important to have all this information
  


18        upfront.
  


19             Next slide.
  


20             The other couple of things that we have
  


21        done is on Sector A, Sector B, and then in the
  


22        first part of this October, Sector C, we have
  


23        had surveys for wading bird nesting and
  


24        colonies, Sandhill crane nesting, so this is an
  


25        aerial that was taken in October of this year
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 1        from a helicopter.  Two of our wildlife
  


 2        scientists, wetland wildlife scientists flew
  


 3        the site low altitude looking for any nesting
  


 4        colonies for wading birds, that sort of thing.
  


 5        We had to do that for each sector.  So we have
  


 6        got Sector A, Sector B and now Sector C.
  


 7             Again, this was done the first part of
  


 8        October, which, as many of you know and
  


 9        probably observed, is the time of year when we
  


10        start getting -- seeing more eagles.  We know
  


11        that there are eagles that nest around the
  


12        site.  There has not been to date any reported
  


13        eagles nest on the site by the gaming
  


14        commission that we know of, but that's
  


15        something we continue to watch for.
  


16             The other thing that we are supposed to do
  


17        is survey for Gopher tortoises, so there is Jim
  


18        Weber, one of our Gopher tortoise certified
  


19        experts, and we do a 100 percent census of the
  


20        areas that are Gopher tortoise habitat,
  


21        identify where they are.  Turn that into the
  


22        game commission folks.  They review it, and we
  


23        get a permit for relocation, so any of the
  


24        Gopher tortoises that might be in harm's way,
  


25        as a result of remediation, we relocate to a
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 1        state-approved Gopher tortoise relocation site,
  


 2        so we follow all the procedures and protocols
  


 3        for doing that.
  


 4             Next slide.
  


 5             So here is a summary of what we have been
  


 6        doing.  We completed the site-wide work and
  


 7        reviewed it with DEP.  We have completed the
  


 8        Unified Wetland Mitigation Assessment
  


 9        methodology we had with DEP.  We came up with
  


10        our best guess of the amount of wetland impacts
  


11        that there were going to be, and then we
  


12        recorded or reserved mitigation credits, so we
  


13        knew we had enough mitigation to take care of
  


14        that down the road as needed.
  


15             We have conducted the Gopher tortoise
  


16        surveys in Sector A and B.  Those are
  


17        completed.  And as we speak, we are continuing
  


18        to finish up with the Gopher tortoise
  


19        relocation on C.
  


20             We have done wading bird nesting surveys,
  


21        Sandhill crane surveys.  We reviewed the sites
  


22        with the DEP as appropriate and as specified,
  


23        and we will then be conducting the
  


24        post-remediation review and any mitigation
  


25        that's needed sector by sector, and providing
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 1        that mitigation at that time.
  


 2             At the end of the entire process of
  


 3        cleaning up all the sectors, we will have one
  


 4        unified report that describes the overall
  


 5        process.
  


 6             Next slide.
  


 7             This is one we showed at the last meeting,
  


 8        and it's intended to give you all a visual of
  


 9        what we are doing.  There is about 12 different
  


10        items that are required here, and here is each
  


11        sector, A through F, and we have colored in
  


12        what has been done for each of these
  


13        activities.  We have got a board for that out
  


14        there.  You can review it in more than depth,
  


15        but by the time we finish, all of these blocks
  


16        will be all colored in because we are
  


17        conducting all these specific activities in
  


18        each of the sectors.
  


19             Next slide.
  


20             All right.  That's the environmental work
  


21        that's been the predicate of it, and what's
  


22        been done.  We have worked with Greg and
  


23        Buffalo, and he is going to talk now about the
  


24        actual survey work that's been done, and what
  


25        he has found in working in Sector A and B, and
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 1        he will describe all the stuff that's been
  


 2        found in areas that the full reports indicated
  


 3        there was not supposed to be anything.
  


 4             I don't know whether you want to take
  


 5        questions now or wait until we get through?
  


 6             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's wait until we get
  


 7        through.
  


 8             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We will answer your
  


 9        questions.  Hang on, and we will answer your
  


10        questions when we are finished.  We are just
  


11        about done.
  


12             GREG WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Mike.
  


13             My name is Greg Williams.  I am one of the
  


14        principals of Buffalo Restoration.
  


15             We have been out there nearly six months
  


16        now.  We have got nearly 60 people working out
  


17        onsite mostly five days a week.  We have a part
  


18        crew that works on Saturdays.
  


19             You see up here -- you have seen this a
  


20        few times -- you see we are up here around the
  


21        church.
  


22             The parts of the property -- the northern
  


23        part of the property we are going to clear-cut
  


24        the property we know what evidence there is of
  


25        ordnance from the former government
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 1        investigations that happened.  We clear-cut
  


 2        those initially.  You can see it from the map.
  


 3        Some parts of the property -- we have got the
  


 4        wetlands we have to go through those and do
  


 5        preliminary search, and we don't want to cut
  


 6        them if we don't have to.  As you can see
  


 7        there, it's been quite challenging, these areas
  


 8        that we have gone through, and we have been
  


 9        finding things we didn't expect to find.
  


10             Next slide.
  


11             So this area, as you can see -- this is
  


12        all the sectors.  This is the bottom left
  


13        corner of the property.  You see these red
  


14        items here, these are ordnance items.  We are
  


15        up by over -- at the moment, I don't have an
  


16        exact number on me -- it is over 60 ordnance
  


17        items we found.  The government investigation
  


18        said there was nothing here and that further
  


19        action (was not needed) on the southern half of
  


20        the property.  And as we have been going
  


21        through, we have been through these wetlands
  


22        here, and especially you can see in here behind
  


23        what they thought was a rifle range, we have
  


24        actually got some UXO items there.
  


25             FEMALE SPEAKER:  The red dots represent
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 1        what?
  


 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  They are ordnance items
  


 3        that we have been finding in the sector, the
  


 4        bottom left.  I guess the accent -- the
  


 5        Australian accent -- so I don't know how easy
  


 6        it is to see; that's probably better.
  


 7             There was, what was called, a rifle range
  


 8        right here, and there is another one here.  And
  


 9        as you see, the red items -- hopefully you can
  


10        tell what they are in the next slides,
  


11        especially in the wetlands here, so one of the
  


12        things we have to do now is clear some of these
  


13        wetlands because there is quite a bit of
  


14        ordnance in there.
  


15             Go to the next slide.
  


16             So some of what you see, unexploded
  


17        bullets and munitions -- is some of the
  


18        terminology -- we found in there, so 2.316
  


19        rockets, which is what is commonly known as a
  


20        Bazooka, you saw World War II people shooting
  


21        at German tanks, 75 MM high-explosive
  


22        projectiles, 37-millimeter projectiles, rifle
  


23        grenades on the rifle range surprisingly.  I am
  


24        being sarcastic.  3 1/2 inch rocket warheads
  


25        fired from the aircraft, there is 5-inch rocket
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 1        fuses that were fired from aircraft.  We
  


 2        haven't found any unexploded yet.  We found
  


 3        fuses.  We found general-purpose bomb base
  


 4        fuses and fragmentation, and we found buried
  


 5        caliber .50 and caliber .30 guns from a stack
  


 6        of B-25 bomber demonstrating firing of these
  


 7        guns and ordnances; that was known to be on the
  


 8        property at the top of the property.  There was
  


 9        suspicion at one point it was down in another
  


10        sector, as well.
  


11             So what we have got here, this is a 2.316
  


12        rocket, a Bazooka.  This is actually a picture
  


13        from the property, from the site during the
  


14        '40s.  It was a demonstration range.  As you
  


15        see, we found these in one of the swamps, and,
  


16        again, here, so these ones are practice ones.
  


17        The problem with these items is whether they
  


18        are live.  It is the paint that differentiates
  


19        them, and you can't tell.
  


20             Now, I don't know if you see, but this
  


21        bottom one here is perforated.  You can see
  


22        like a steel bar, but the one above it is not.
  


23        It is intact, and we can't tell without blowing
  


24        it up.  It has an impact inertia fuse.
  


25        Something that someone -- it was live, if
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 1        someone did something to it, there is a good
  


 2        chance it will blow up, and all these ones have
  


 3        been practice so far.  We are going to find all
  


 4        the practice ones out there, and we are going
  


 5        to find some of the live ones.
  


 6             We have got 18 wetlands.  We started
  


 7        finding a whole lot in one little area.  I said
  


 8        stop.  Come out and cut the wetlands and get in
  


 9        there properly.
  


10             Next slide.
  


11             37 MM projectiles, these were fired
  


12        anti-tank, and fired from aircraft, as well.
  


13        They were fired at anti-aircraft.  So this is a
  


14        picture of what one looks like, and some of the
  


15        ones we found.  That's one that was probably
  


16        fired from the air.  People can tell whether
  


17        that is a live or a practice one by the
  


18        perforation through it.  That one was practice.
  


19        The other one we found was live.  It was not
  


20        there after we conducted the demolition.  This
  


21        is what they look like.
  


22             Now, I guess, once you look at it, and we
  


23        can look at publications and measure it.  When
  


24        you see it a few times -- when you first see
  


25        it, you really have to treat it like it is
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 1        something because the practice items are the
  


 2        same shape and same weight as a live one.
  


 3             Rocket grenades.  Look at this one.  This
  


 4        is the bottom left of the sector.  This was the
  


 5        rifle range.  This was the rifle range.  This
  


 6        is what the government called the pistol
  


 7        cabinet range.  As you see here, this is a
  


 8        soldier firing a rocket grenade.  We only found
  


 9        two of those so far.
  


10             Again, in here in the wetland, where we
  


11        found the rocket in the range, that is where we
  


12        were expecting to find them.  This has been
  


13        abandoned for the last 60/70 years.  It's been
  


14        cleared, and it's been tilled, so that's yet to
  


15        come.  During the wet season, it's a lot more
  


16        inefficient for us to get in there.  Now we are
  


17        getting in there now because it's getting dry.
  


18             This is a 75 MM projectile.  These are
  


19        fired artillery.  75 MM is 3 inches -- 3-inch
  


20        diameter, 11 inches long, Dave?  So this was a
  


21        live one.  The explosive fuse has been knocked
  


22        off from the 75.  This is a different kind of
  


23        rocket.  You can see the relative sizes, so
  


24        that's what that looks like, so that's the
  


25        largest thing we found so far in there.  That
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 1        was fired from an aircraft, a B-25, I don't
  


 2        know if you were aware they were on the
  


 3        property, but the B-25 had a 75 MM gun fired.
  


 4        The paratroopers that were on the property
  


 5        parachuting into the property for
  


 6        demonstrations and training, they had 75 MM
  


 7        guns, so they are there, and we are finding
  


 8        those.
  


 9             Next one, please.
  


10             Aircraft rockets, so this one is a 3
  


11        1/2-inch aircraft rocket, so this here is
  


12        called an 89 MM warhead, navy submarine
  


13        warhead, a 3 1/2-inch rocket, we found that in
  


14        the sector.  This is from a 5-inch rocket.
  


15        This is the base fuse.  Once the rocket
  


16        warhead -- here and under there, this fits in
  


17        the base, and we found a couple of those out
  


18        there in the upland.  We believe it would have
  


19        been fired from the B-25 as a demonstration,
  


20        and I think I have a photo of it in one of the
  


21        next slides possibly.  It could have been fired
  


22        from the air.
  


23             Next one.
  


24             Here is the B-25.  Now, this is on the top
  


25        of the property, we kind of worked that out
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 1        from some of the other photos.  You can see
  


 2        here he is firing a 5-inch rocket, it is a high
  


 3        velocity aircraft rocket.  It also has guns, so
  


 4        this one probably had 4 guns -- 15 guns, and
  


 5        there are 30 guns.  Later on they had 6 guns on
  


 6        them.  The other sector, here is the barrels.
  


 7        You can see by the tips on them these are
  


 8        aircraft guns.  These are buried out there in
  


 9        the sector, and these are all the components of
  


10        the guns.  There is a handle there.  There are
  


11        screens.  There are receivers.  I am sure
  


12        someone could probably make a full gun, I don't
  


13        know that it would work.
  


14             But this was kind of interesting because
  


15        this actually says 1100 aviation oil -- Navy
  


16        Single 1100, aviation oil.  We believe that was
  


17        from -- to actually fire the weapons on this
  


18        B-25, they had to have the engine running just
  


19        to produce electricity.  We found probably
  


20        eight or nine of these barrel oil drums, Army,
  


21        Air Force and Navy out there, and we believe
  


22        possibly could have come from this.
  


23             So the next one.
  


24             The general purpose bombs, so what you get
  


25        is a general purpose bomb just means it is a
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 1        relatively -- like a .6-inch wall -- .6-inch
  


 2        wall thickness on it.  This one on the bottom
  


 3        is a 250-pound bomb that was dropped in
  


 4        abundance on the property.  This is some of the
  


 5        fragmentation.  It is very characteristic of
  


 6        fragmentation you get sharp edges with the high
  


 7        velocity disassociation.
  


 8             This is a base fuse.  You can see in here
  


 9        it looks like a propeller.  And as it spins,
  


10        the propeller spins out, and when that comes
  


11        out, the base fuse arms.  This is a propeller,
  


12        as well.  Sometimes what happens is the nose
  


13        piece comes off, the base fuse doesn't arm, it
  


14        doesn't detonate.  When it detonates, the base
  


15        fuse gets kicked out the back, so this part
  


16        here is the detonator.  This is actually live.
  


17        This one was live, a 100 series base fuse,
  


18        there is probably nine or ten different types
  


19        of 100 series base fuses.  Two of them are
  


20        particularly dangerous, but, I guess, that was
  


21        surprising to find those down there, down on
  


22        the bottom of the property, but we were
  


23        definitely finding fuzzes down there.  So I
  


24        think as we come to the north, we know we are
  


25        going to find more from the photos of the '40s.
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 1             So this is the 1947 firing range versus
  


 2        our current discoveries.  This arc here, if you
  


 3        remember from the last presentation, the
  


 4        Government said there was a range here and
  


 5        range here and one here and one here and
  


 6        nothing down on the bottom.  I believe we are
  


 7        going to have no further action from somewhere
  


 8        on this line, this bottom half of the property.
  


 9        What we believe -- especially the 37 MM, that
  


10        there was range firing in here.  This part here
  


11        are the rockets, the 2.316-inch Bazooka rockets
  


12        were firing from this thing here.  They were
  


13        offset to the right of the rifle range.
  


14             And when it is most efficient for us to
  


15        get in there, and we can cut the trees out, it
  


16        will be a lot easier to get in there.
  


17             What is going to happen now is there is a
  


18        lot more work for us because we are going to
  


19        take these parts of the wetlands out.  As you
  


20        see, it is on both sides of this wetland, and
  


21        as we come up in here.  Now, we are only
  


22        starting to bravo sector now.  We are a good
  


23        way through the vegetation.  You can see it
  


24        from the road.  We cleaned most of this now.
  


25        The last 10 percent of it takes the most time.
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 1        There is a lot of boggy areas in there still,
  


 2        and it's very quickly growing out.  As we find
  


 3        more items in here, that's when we will make
  


 4        the decision to clear-cut.  But at the moment,
  


 5        what we are finding is in wetlands.
  


 6             That's it, so it has been a little bit
  


 7        over time, but it's been a surprise.  Based on
  


 8        the information we had, the government
  


 9        investigation we looked in the same areas they
  


10        looked, and we are consistently finding arms in
  


11        there.
  


12             HUBERT FARBES:  Thank you very much.
  


13             What we would like to do is make sure we
  


14        have a complete record, if you have a question,
  


15        we have a hand-held microphone.  There is a
  


16        podium for you to stand there.  Please identify
  


17        yourself.  Give us your name and your address,
  


18        and ask the question, and we will try to answer
  


19        it.  Martha has a hand-held microphone.
  


20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  My name is Martha
  


21        Fitzgerald.  I'm a lawyer from Denver, as well,
  


22        and I will be monitoring your questions today.
  


23        If you wish to speak, whether you wish to
  


24        comment or pose a question, come to the podium.
  


25        We will give you a mic, and we will be timing
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 1        so that we can ensure that everybody here has a
  


 2        chance and opportunity to say what they want to
  


 3        say.  If we still have time left over when your
  


 4        three minutes is up at the end, and everybody
  


 5        has cycled through, you may have the
  


 6        opportunity to speak again.
  


 7             So anyone who would like to come up.
  


 8             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.
  


 9             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We need you to come to
  


10        the podium.
  


11             JOHN DALY:  Thanks.  My name is John Daly.
  


12             THE COURT REPORTER:  Sorry, I can't hear
  


13        you.  I need to be able to see your mouth.
  


14             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We are going to have
  


15        everyone who wants to speak at the podium.  If
  


16        you don't wish to speak --
  


17             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.  I am a
  


18        resident of Vista Lakes, and I am also an HOA
  


19        board member --
  


20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Would you please --
  


21             JOHN DALY:  No, I am not interested in
  


22        standing up there.  I was given an opportunity
  


23        to stand at the podium if I chose to, and I
  


24        chose not to.
  


25             The questions are pretty simple.  The
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 1        first question is:  Are these slides actually
  


 2        available on your website?  The second question
  


 3        is --
  


 4             HUBERT FARBES:  They are -- or they will
  


 5        be.
  


 6             JOHN DALY:  The second question is
  


 7        regarding the wetlands.  Are any of the
  


 8        wetlands federally protected areas, or are they
  


 9        strictly wetlands that are protected by the
  


10        state government is the question?  And the
  


11        third question is related to the ordnance.  Is
  


12        there a complete inventory of the ordnance that
  


13        has been found until now that is available on
  


14        the website or will be uploaded on the website?
  


15             MICHAEL DENNIS:  As I expressed, the
  


16        wetlands were delineated based on the state
  


17        wetland methodologies pursuant to the
  


18        requirements of the VCO.  Are those four
  


19        sections for wetlands?  I believe a number of
  


20        those would be if we went through the federal
  


21        process of identifying them.  But the DEP is
  


22        the agency that is responsible for this
  


23        process, so that's where we have been
  


24        coordinating -- coordinating our wetlands work
  


25        with the DEP.
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 1             JOHN DALY:  Thank you.
  


 2             HUBERT FARBES:  The answer to the third
  


 3        question is, yes, the pictures will be posted
  


 4        on the website.
  


 5             JOHN DALY:  Will that include a complete
  


 6        inventory of everything that has been found so
  


 7        far or just a sampling?
  


 8             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem, yeah, sure.
  


 9             JOHN DALY:  Complete inventory?
  


10             GREG WILLIAMS:  Yes.  We uploaded 60 items
  


11        so far.  Yes, we have a database and can
  


12        produce that.
  


13             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.
  


14             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem.
  


15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anybody else?
  


16             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Hi, my name Yveline
  


17        Delvillar.  I would like to know how you -- how
  


18        far do you dig to find all the munition?  Did
  


19        you dig one foot?  Two feet?  Three feet?  Did
  


20        you go deeper if you find something at three
  


21        feet?  Are we sure there is nothing under?  And
  


22        that is my first question.
  


23             My other point is after you found all of
  


24        these complicated items, as an owner in the
  


25        other side, I am still wondering why the owner
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 1        of this land he is so eager to build houses, to
  


 2        put people living in these houses when one of
  


 3        you was talking about the contamination of the
  


 4        soil?  Why do they want people living in that?
  


 5        Can you assure me that the soil that you are
  


 6        going to put for build is going to be clean of
  


 7        no chemical because I am living in the other
  


 8        side for ten years.  I bought my piece of land
  


 9        because I picked it out to grow my veggies.
  


10        Six months after I cannot because they found
  


11        bombs.  Am I sure that if I plant veggies, I am
  


12        not going to get cancer?  Or in ten years I am
  


13        going to get a tumor?  What is my proof that if
  


14        I dig deeper than what you are digging, I don't
  


15        find a bomb?  So I am wondering why these
  


16        people want to build houses and sell, unless to
  


17        make a lot of money, dirty money out of people?
  


18             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me answer your last
  


19        question first.  This session is about, and our
  


20        presentation is about cleaning the land.  My
  


21        client, the owner, does have the right to
  


22        develop the land; that's not anything we have
  


23        anything to say about.  What we can say to you
  


24        is the process for evaluating the soil, and
  


25        assuring that there is no soil contamination
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 1        that's a consequence of the original government
  


 2        ordnance deposition, that process is prescribed
  


 3        in the VCO.  And if you go to either the
  


 4        Government's website or ours, and look at the
  


 5        criteria, you will find that there is a project
  


 6        environmental sampling plan that requires
  


 7        complete sampling of all the soil and soil
  


 8        conditions.  And the consequence of any
  


 9        discovery of contaminated soil is that the soil
  


10        has to be excavated and removed from the site,
  


11        and removed to an appropriate deposition
  


12        location.  So contaminated soil -- in response
  


13        to your question -- is all cleared as a
  


14        requirement of the VCO.
  


15             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  They physically take
  


16        the soil out and remove it?
  


17             HUBERT FARBES:  And the contaminated soil
  


18        is removed.
  


19             So let me let Greg answer your question
  


20        about how the process works for how the
  


21        contractor determines how deep to dig.
  


22             GREG WILLIAMS:  I guess the short answer
  


23        is, yes, we do -- we have two processes that we
  


24        use.  The first part is called electromagnet
  


25        analysis.  We map the soil.  We have
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 1        geophysicists that go through the process and
  


 2        interpret the data and find subsurface metal.
  


 3        That first process will go -- depending on the
  


 4        size of the item -- will go say 4-foot,
  


 5        depends.  Bigger items we see deeper, and
  


 6        smaller items we see shallow; that's what the
  


 7        Government did in part.
  


 8             We also do magnetometry, so we then have a
  


 9        second pass with a different instrument, so we
  


10        found items 40-foot deep that were metal, parts
  


11        of warheads that showed up, so it was from the
  


12        2 1/2-inch wide pipe, so we are looking deep,
  


13        so we are being sure.
  


14             Something to go deep has to be large, so
  


15        we have a lot of confidence that we are going
  


16        to find anything that's down there.  One of the
  


17        reasons the magnetometry is so sensitive, the
  


18        items that are close to the surface and
  


19        clustered together, they coalesce into one big
  


20        blowup, so that's why the first pass of the
  


21        instrument we use is a lot more detailed, and
  


22        we get the smaller items on the surface.  The
  


23        magnetometry is designed to go deeper past
  


24        that, so we can assure you that we are looking
  


25        at that.
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 1             The second is the bed of soils, the first
  


 2        thing we did is we have a subcontractor,
  


 3        subconsultant, we go through each sector, and
  


 4        we take baseline soil samples for metals, scan
  


 5        them for metals, arsenic and barium and silver
  


 6        and lead and mercury.  We have gone through
  


 7        that, and those baseline levels right through
  


 8        Alpha Bravo sector, those base levels are not
  


 9        above the state guidelines.  There hasn't been
  


10        anything down there so far.  When we find the
  


11        ordnance, the exposed one, we take a sample, as
  


12        well, there hasn't been one of those yet.
  


13        There have been some incendiary items that we
  


14        have found for preparing roads.  We have taken
  


15        soil samples.  And, again, the items that were
  


16        in there weren't a problem.
  


17             So, yes, in terms of the chemical
  


18        contamination of the soil, we are sampling for
  


19        everything that we can see will be there.  In
  


20        terms of depth protection, we will go as deep
  


21        as we can.  I think if we find something, but
  


22        we are not going to get into 100-foot deep.  If
  


23        it's 20-foot deep, deep enough to penetrate 20
  


24        foot into the soil, it will be very large, and
  


25        it's just part of what we do.  Essentially,
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 1        it's an engineering challenge to get down in
  


 2        there, and it's done all over the world,
  


 3        especially in Europe where there was a lot of
  


 4        bombing.  It's not something that is really
  


 5        done in America a lot.  The government usually
  


 6        just sticks to the first 4-foot level.  They
  


 7        don't go deeper.  They stop digging.  That's
  


 8        not what we are doing.
  


 9             HUBERT FARBES:  And that's the key.  The
  


10        Corps' procedure is not what we are following.
  


11        The procedure we are following is what was
  


12        established by the VCO.
  


13             So do I have another question?
  


14             LISA AYERS:  I am Lisa Ayers.  I live in a
  


15        subdivision.
  


16             I just wanted some clarification on the
  


17        wetlands, if we could go back to that slide; is
  


18        that possible?
  


19             HUBERT FARBES:  Sure.
  


20             LISA AYERS:  Where you source code all the
  


21        wetlands, are the green the wetlands?
  


22             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Yes, ma'am.
  


23             LISA AYERS:  My question to you, the
  


24        Florida Department of Environmental Protection,
  


25        do you see how much is covered, and you are
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 1        okay with that?  That's my question to you.  I
  


 2        want to thank all of you for coming in and
  


 3        keeping us informed, but I am astounded that
  


 4        you are working for us, but you are not
  


 5        protecting us.  Who do we go to to answer for
  


 6        that?  It's your job to protect us.  As I
  


 7        understand from talking to scientists at the
  


 8        University of Florida, relocating wetlands in
  


 9        the State of Florida, they just look at me and
  


10        smile, and it's really a shame because you know
  


11        that the wetlands are important to our water,
  


12        our aquifer.  I am astounded.  I really am.  I
  


13        am astounded, and I feel very let down by our
  


14        State, our City officials, all of the
  


15        government here, and it's all about money, all
  


16        about money.
  


17             LISA FRANK:  I can respond.
  


18             LISA AYERS:  I am not finished.  You can
  


19        respond when I am finished.
  


20             Now, as far as when you are referring to
  


21        Alpha.  Are you referring to Section A of where
  


22        you found?
  


23             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's correct.
  


24             LISA AYERS:  Could we go to the slide with
  


25        all the munitions?  This is Section A, here,
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 1        and you have removed all of these, or are you
  


 2        still not complete?
  


 3             GREG WILLIAMS:  What we have done in Alpha
  


 4        sector is we cut the uplands.  The wetlands --
  


 5        we have gone through with the handheld tools,
  


 6        and we found ordnance in there.  Now, to remove
  


 7        that ordnance, we have to remove the trees, and
  


 8        that's part of the UMAM system.  We don't --
  


 9        that's right near where it is accessible, right
  


10        in that treeline is where we found, and
  


11        children get in there, that's the thing.  When
  


12        it's dry, they are right there, and so we are
  


13        not going to just get some of them and leave
  


14        others because it's very dense in there, and
  


15        it's, I guess, there is the mud and everything,
  


16        but there is also a lot of undergrowth in
  


17        there, which is hard to get through, so there
  


18        is no way we can get them all.
  


19             LISA AYERS:  So in your own words, I will
  


20        tell you what I heard is that you are really
  


21        unable to clear all of the munitions where it's
  


22        very dense because you can't get in there?
  


23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we are cutting the
  


24        trees, yes.
  


25             LISA AYERS:  So you are cutting the trees
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 1        to get them?
  


 2             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can geophysically map.
  


 3        We get the subsurface map of the two passes,
  


 4        the near surface and the deep.
  


 5             LISA AYERS:  And this is just Alpha, and
  


 6        the B section has not been cleared, this is
  


 7        just the one section?
  


 8             GREG WILLIAMS:  We haven't started
  


 9        clearcutting wetlands yet, but that is part of
  


10        the plan, especially the top of the property
  


11        where there is photos of bombs impacting those
  


12        wetlands.
  


13             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's just deal with A and
  


14        B.
  


15             LISA AYERS:  For these munitions that have
  


16        been found, you are removing them from the
  


17        property at the present; are there ones that
  


18        need to be blown up?  Are you taking them away
  


19        somewhere to blow them up?
  


20             GREG WILLIAMS:  We conducted demolition
  


21        operations on Thursday so far, and you wouldn't
  


22        have heard a thing of what we have done.  We
  


23        have people on the fences -- on the fences of
  


24        the properties, and those guys had to ask us if
  


25        we have done it.  It is probably 7,000 feet,
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 1        8,000 feet away from where you are.  We hear
  


 2        tires blowing -- truck tires blowing on 528.
  


 3        You hear dump trucks --
  


 4             HUBERT FARBES:  She is just asking if you
  


 5        destroyed the ordnance that you found.
  


 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  What happens is anything
  


 7        that has an explosive hazard gets detonated or
  


 8        thermally treated.  We have it stockpiled and
  


 9        secure, and then it actually goes under a chain
  


10        of custody to a facility that demilitarizes it.
  


11             LISA AYERS:  For the really big bombs,
  


12        though, you are going to notify us on
  


13        Thursdays, or you will notify us prior so we
  


14        that can evacuate on Thursday?
  


15             GREG WILLIAMS:  If it's in -- if there is
  


16        any danger that's close to you, yes, but we
  


17        have -- we are not going to do anything to hurt
  


18        or put anyone -- we are all working there, as
  


19        well.  We don't want to do anything.  But at
  


20        the moment, we haven't got to that.
  


21             LISA AYERS:  Okay.  That pretty much
  


22        covers it.  Thank you.
  


23             HUBERT FARBES:  Martha, he would like to
  


24        respond.
  


25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Let me address one of the
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 1        wetlands.  I may have left an erroneous
  


 2        impression.  The wetland map, there was a
  


 3        requirement -- specific requirement in the VCO
  


 4        and in the ICAP to identify all of the wetlands
  


 5        on the site.  Then there are specific guides
  


 6        about how you should approach the remediation
  


 7        in wetlands, and it, basically, says that you
  


 8        do the minimum amount of testing that you can
  


 9        do in the wetlands, the least disruptive amount
  


10        in the wetland, to make sure that you have
  


11        properly characterized the site and identified
  


12        any risk, any munition that's may be causing
  


13        health and safety risk, so the wetland map
  


14        is -- was a requirement.  DEP was very specific
  


15        about that, and about how we would deal with
  


16        wetlands and making sure that the wetlands were
  


17        protected on the site, given the fact that we
  


18        do need to clean up the wetlands.  So the green
  


19        map is not a map that says, here is all the
  


20        wetlands, and here is all the wetlands that is
  


21        going to be destroyed and filled; that's not
  


22        what the VCO says.  The VCO recognizes and
  


23        allows that some of the test equipment used to
  


24        run over the ground to be able to penetrate
  


25        that shallow depth and then that deeper depth,
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 1        and so he only clears those wetlands in those
  


 2        areas where he has already done some testing,
  


 3        and there is identified risk that there are UXO
  


 4        in that section of the wetlands.
  


 5             In areas of the wetlands where there is
  


 6        not that, there won't be anything, you know,
  


 7        done.  They will just be left alone.  When
  


 8        there is, and where the trees have to be cut,
  


 9        they will be cut, and the testing will be done,
  


10        but the wetlands won't be filled, the wetland
  


11        boundary, the wetland topography, the wetland
  


12        soils, the wetland seabank will all be there.
  


13        So this is not about destroying the wetlands
  


14        and recreating them somewhere else that you
  


15        were -- I thought you were referring to with
  


16        the University of Florida.
  


17             LISA AYERS:  Where are you going to put
  


18        all those houses then if all of that red
  


19        area --
  


20             HUBERT FARBES:  Ma'am, could you get the
  


21        microphone?
  


22             LISA AYERS:  Oh, sorry.
  


23             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Well, we are going to
  


24        have to let other people --
  


25             HUBERT FARBES:  How about having Lisa
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 1        respond?
  


 2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Lisa is preferring to
  


 3        have Mike respond.
  


 4             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I just wanted to be
  


 5        clear, see if I could clear that part of it up,
  


 6        so that's how it would work.  And then once
  


 7        Greg does his testing, the wetland is still
  


 8        there.  The trees can, you know, grow back up.
  


 9        The plants can grow back up.  There is no --
  


10        nothing in there that says that that area will
  


11        be filled.  The wetlands all will be altered
  


12        only to the extent they are required to do
  


13        proper testing and removal of the munitions.
  


14             GREG WILLIAMS:  The uplands -- we are
  


15        clearing the uplands where the palmetto is.
  


16             LISA AYERS:  Can I ask another question?
  


17        I still need clarification.
  


18             FEMALE SPEAKER:  Lisa, I will give you my
  


19        three minutes.  Go ahead.
  


20             LISA AYERS:  I still need clarification.
  


21        That whole thing that you showed -- the whole
  


22        slide that you showed almost the entire area
  


23        covered with wetlands, and the plan was to put,
  


24        what, over 4,300 homes on that.  If you are not
  


25        doing all of that there, where are all the
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 1        homes going to go if those are going to remain?
  


 2             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I don't know, and that's
  


 3        not -- that's not.
  


 4             LISA AYERS:  I understand.  Maybe that
  


 5        might be a question for our mayor.
  


 6             MICHAEL DENNIS:  That's a question for
  


 7        others, and we work --
  


 8             LISA AYERS:  And I understand you are just
  


 9        here --
  


10             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We do permitting and
  


11        development, so I am familiar with the process,
  


12        but this process is strictly, and our task and
  


13        assignment and contract is strictly to follow
  


14        the VCO and make sure that the site is
  


15        remediated, Buffalo is doing its job, and mine
  


16        is that we address wetlands, any wetland
  


17        impacts that be mitigated, wildlife, threatened
  


18        and endangered species, Gopher tortoises, we
  


19        follow the rules on those as they are specified
  


20        in the VCO.
  


21             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, I understand what your
  


22        role is here, and I appreciate you being
  


23        upfront with us, but I think this is something
  


24        that we need to address with our elected
  


25        officials because, I mean, I just don't see all
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 1        those homes on there without covering and
  


 2        filling in the wetlands that you can't get to,
  


 3        you know.
  


 4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can get to them.
  


 5             LISA AYERS:  Well, like I said, I
  


 6        understand what you said, and I thank you very
  


 7        much for being so forthright with us, and
  


 8        letting us know what is going on.  But this
  


 9        just makes me want to cry, to tell you the
  


10        truth.
  


11             RICARDO (?):  My name is Ricardo
  


12        (inaudible).  The question is the working
  


13        hours, you have been working there five days a
  


14        week.  Do you expect working, like, 24/7?
  


15        Should we expect the half-ton pickup trucks one
  


16        more week?  We have seen that a lot after
  


17        10:00 p.m., sometimes at 1:00 a.m. in the
  


18        morning, 2:00 a.m. in the morning, 5:00 a.m. in
  


19        the morning.
  


20             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's not us.
  


21             RICARDO (?):  So I am getting the feeling
  


22        you are trying to transport something that no
  


23        one should see.
  


24             LISA AYERS:  Are they hearing the trucks
  


25        in the morning?  Are they going past your
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 1        place?  You live right up the street.
  


 2             RICARDO (?):  I live right on the brick
  


 3        wall that goes all the way, so the path the
  


 4        trucks use to go to site Alpha, that's where
  


 5        they go.
  


 6             GREG WILLIAMS:  Well, we had -- we had a
  


 7        24-hour security onsite, so I think if you have
  


 8        someone -- you will hear the Kawasaki Mule
  


 9        maybe driving on the property, but there is no
  


10        work -- work hours at the moment is 6:30 to
  


11        around 5:00.  There may have been a time when
  


12        there has been a delivery of something coming
  


13        at 7:00 or 8:00.  I think if you see anyone
  


14        driving or hearing anyone driving on that
  


15        property, is probably the security guy.  They
  


16        are there from when we leave, which is usually
  


17        5:30, 6:00 until 6:00 a.m.  They are there on
  


18        Sundays.  We work on Saturdays, especially the
  


19        vegetation clearance, but I can assure you
  


20        there is no 2:00 a.m. or 1:00 a.m., I would be
  


21        very surprised.
  


22             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)
  


23             HUBERT FARBES:  You are going to have to
  


24        come to the microphone.
  


25             GREG WILLIAMS:  Work hours at the moment
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 1        is 6:30 to 5:00 and has been -- it's coming
  


 2        forward depending on the light, and I am
  


 3        thinking sometimes we have had a delivery or
  


 4        something held up somewhere, I don't know, but
  


 5        that would be one occasion maybe.  At the
  


 6        moment, I can't think of one.  There is no work
  


 7        around the clock.  If that security guy is
  


 8        disturbing you, maybe we can -- we have a lot
  


 9        of equipment onsite.
  


10             RICARDO (?):  The security guy is fine.
  


11        Those are not the concern.  I mean, we know
  


12        they drive through.  So the concern is having
  


13        traffic like that.
  


14             The follow-up question is if we should
  


15        continue to report those to the City, or we
  


16        have to report those directly to you?
  


17             GREG WILLIAMS:  What time are you hearing
  


18        trucks from the outside?
  


19             RICARDO (?):  I have heard like 10:00
  


20        a.m., 10:00 p.m. in the night.  I have heard
  


21        overnight.  It is hard to really wake up and
  


22        look at the clock and remember the time.  I do
  


23        file some reports with the City.  I report
  


24        noise.  So if we should continue to do that,
  


25        it's fine.  If you have a different channel to
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 1        report those, like you are not even aware,
  


 2        maybe we should establish some communication
  


 3        here.
  


 4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can -- I guess we can
  


 5        speak after this thing, but I will find out,
  


 6        but I assure you there is no work activity,
  


 7        other than the security guy, and the only thing
  


 8        I can think of is sometimes there has been
  


 9        heavy equipment that's come in a little late,
  


10        but I will have to check.  It's the only thing
  


11        I can think of.  There is nothing at 2:00 in
  


12        the morning, 1:00 in the morning, maybe 8:00 at
  


13        night.  There is no reason to come that late.
  


14        When it's dark, we don't work.
  


15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
  


16             DAVID (?):  Hello, my name is David.  I
  


17        have a question about the explosions you talked
  


18        about earlier.  I think initially you said you
  


19        are not exploding anything on the site, or if
  


20        you have, the noise levels were so low that
  


21        nobody noticed; is that what you said?  Because
  


22        what I wanted to bring up is maybe a couple
  


23        weeks ago, Thursday, probably between 11:00 --
  


24        I was working from home between 11:00 and 2:00,
  


25        and there were a series of booms that I heard,
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 1        and I wasn't home alone.  My mom was at the
  


 2        house with me and my daughter, and the first
  


 3        time I heard it she -- my daughter was outside
  


 4        at the pool, so she ran into the house because
  


 5        she was so scared, she is like two-years-old.
  


 6        I thought there is construction going on --
  


 7             GREG WILLIAMS:  Was this a few days ago,
  


 8        like in the last two or three weeks?
  


 9             DAVID (?):  Yes, in the last two weeks.
  


10             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a construction
  


11        site.  If you come out the BP and turn right,
  


12        they just cleared a lot of the land there.
  


13        There was -- we have never done any more than
  


14        one at a time.  There has never been a series
  


15        of them.  Probably, is it, Troy, but they
  


16        have -- you can look.  They cleared the whole
  


17        property.  They had a bunch of heavy equipment
  


18        on there, and we have had some guys say the
  


19        same thing.  It even came over our radio
  


20        asking, but we have done -- that is on your
  


21        west side away from us.  We have never done
  


22        anything more than once, one detonation.  There
  


23        has never been multiple to date.  On the dump
  


24        trucks maybe, the tailgates.
  


25             DAVID (?):  This was not on a tailgate.
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 1        The first time I heard it I thought it was
  


 2        construction related, or maybe a crane fell or
  


 3        something, it was that loud, but then five or
  


 4        six minutes later there was another one.
  


 5             GREG WILLIAMS:  No, not us.  100 percent
  


 6        mid-day, 11:59 maybe, we put people at the
  


 7        closest point, and they are -- we have a radio,
  


 8        and none of them reported even hearing it.  The
  


 9        loudest thing that we have heard -- that I have
  


10        heard personally -- is the trucks coming around
  


11        478 on to 528 because it's so tight there, the
  


12        tires are blowing, you hear the big bang and
  


13        flap, flap, flap, as a shredded tire, but
  


14        nothing multiple.
  


15             DAVID (?):  I realize you have to do what
  


16        you have to do, but what I want to bring up is
  


17        if you know you are going to have explosions
  


18        there and things like that, I think you should
  


19        notify us maybe a week ahead because there is
  


20        all kinds of things going on in the world, and
  


21        people are aware, so at least they are not
  


22        scared.
  


23             GREG WILLIAMS:  Most of the ones we are
  


24        doing is in 4-foot of sand.  There is -- at the
  


25        moment, they have been small.  If there is
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 1        something that is larger, it will be -- we
  


 2        talked to the bomb squad.  We talked to the
  


 3        airport.  And, you know, we -- sometimes we
  


 4        will find it the day before, if it comes up on
  


 5        a Thursday, if there is something that's going
  


 6        to be loud and whatever, but I can assure you
  


 7        multiple was not us.
  


 8             You can see the heavy equipment that's out
  


 9        there now.  It's on the west side of Narcoossee
  


10        Road just north of the BP, there is a large
  


11        worksite, and that's where we think it came
  


12        from.
  


13             DAVID (?):  Thank you.
  


14             HUBERT FARBES:  What Greg is saying, I
  


15        should say, everyone should be aware that the
  


16        VCO contains a prescribed exercise and process,
  


17        a set of notifications are required before any
  


18        explosions are undertaken, and the process for
  


19        securing the explosion impact, you know,
  


20        insulating it, making it relatively soundless,
  


21        that process is prescribed in the VCO, so what
  


22        you describe -- and certainly you heard what
  


23        you heard, but what you described couldn't
  


24        occur under the VCO process, just as Greg said.
  


25             That's enough, Greg.  I think we did what







Update Meeting


48


  
 1        we need to do.
  


 2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
  


 3             JOHN DALEY:  John Daley, resident and HOA
  


 4        board member.
  


 5             I am a little unclear as to the VCO
  


 6        requirements for holding this meeting.  You
  


 7        mentioned that is a hearing one point.  You
  


 8        used the term hearing.  I heard meeting, and
  


 9        the handout actually says panel discussion.  I
  


10        just want to be clear as to all of the
  


11        requirements for the VCO.  Is it called a
  


12        hearing in this venue or just a meeting?
  


13             HUBERT FARBES:  You can look inside the
  


14        VCO, there is a community information and
  


15        communication plan, a public communication
  


16        plan.  That plan is what prescribes these
  


17        meetings, and the requirement of FDEP wasn't
  


18        what we proposed, but they require that every
  


19        time we commenced work in another area we have
  


20        an update and information session, and that's
  


21        what this is.
  


22             JOHN DALEY:  Great.  Thank you.  I
  


23        appreciate it.
  


24             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
  


25             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)
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 1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  On the website, you
  


 2        will be notified if there is any major
  


 3        explosion that will cause a loud noise.
  


 4        Otherwise, you are probably not going to hear
  


 5        it because, as Greg said, most ordnances found
  


 6        are smaller and it will be exploded or disposed
  


 7        of under four meters of sand.  But any major
  


 8        event will obviously explained well in advance
  


 9        for you so that no one is afraid.  We
  


10        understand in this day and age, a lot of loud
  


11        noises tend to scare people.
  


12             MR. CROSSLEY:  There will be implosion on
  


13        Thursday at noon.  We have site ohmmeters on
  


14        all the corners to make sure the homes don't
  


15        get -- we verify the homes don't get rattled,
  


16        and then, of course, the deviation of
  


17        interested government agencies are notified by
  


18        radio prior to commencing.
  


19             JOHN DALY:  Would you identify yourself
  


20        for us?
  


21             MR. BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  I represent
  


22        the owner of the property.
  


23             LISA AYERS:  Are we going to hear from the
  


24        environmental protection agency?
  


25             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We actually don't have
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 1        the EPA here, but we do have the FDEP.
  


 2             LISA FRANK:  I am Lisa Frank with the
  


 3        FDEP.  Your question originally, did they do
  


 4        enough mitigation or follow the rules?  We have
  


 5        rules in place that regulate this type of
  


 6        activity, and they did follow the rules.  They
  


 7        have a mitigation plan in place to offset the
  


 8        impacts.  So we are using a mitigation bank,
  


 9        which is a very common practice.  I am not sure
  


10        what other questions you have, but they did
  


11        follow the rules.  They did exactly what we
  


12        asked them to do.
  


13             LISA AYERS:  I understand that, and I can
  


14        take it up with the Florida -- wherever you are
  


15        from -- Environmental Protection.  That was the
  


16        title of your agency, Environmental Protection.
  


17        When I look up there and see all those wetlands
  


18        and your agency is allowing a 4,300-project
  


19        home in there, it is not right.
  


20             LISA FRANK:  I will stop you there.  Our
  


21        agency will not be the permitting agency for
  


22        that subdivision.  We have nothing to do with
  


23        that.
  


24             LISA AYERS:  It is your agency's
  


25        responsibility to the citizens of Florida --
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 1        residents of Florida -- is to protect us --
  


 2        protect our aquifer, and you are failing.
  


 3             LISA FRANK:  Well, the subdivision is a
  


 4        separate issue, and it won't be permitted by
  


 5        FDEP.  It is the Water Management District.
  


 6             LISA AYERS:  So who should we write to
  


 7        about this?  Who is protecting the people that
  


 8        live in Florida?
  


 9             LISA FRANK:  You can talk to Water
  


10        Management District.
  


11             LISA AYERS:  You know, as well as I do,
  


12        that this is drainage system for the Florida
  


13        aquifer, and when you fill it all in...
  


14             LISA FRANK:  That's a separate issue from
  


15        what we are talking about today.
  


16             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, not really.
  


17             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of DEP,
  


18        waste cleanup in Tallahassee, and my name is on
  


19        the Voluntary Cleanup Order.  So you are all
  


20        welcome to e-mail me and respond to me.
  


21             And like Lisa said before, our job is to
  


22        enforce and follow state rules and regulations
  


23        and the federal rules and regulations.
  


24             LISA AYERS:  As I read the rules, when I
  


25        go in, and I read the federal and state laws
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 1        and rules on that, the law states that there
  


 2        will be no relocation of wetlands, that
  


 3        wetlands are protected, according to the laws,
  


 4        and I am really confused as to what the State
  


 5        of Florida is doing to protect their wetlands.
  


 6        This is very sensitive land, and it just seems
  


 7        to be sold down the road to developers, and
  


 8        it's being allowed to happen all over Florida.
  


 9        So, I mean, you have got to know that.  I mean,
  


10        really.  I feel very sad for our state.
  


11             HUBERT FARBES:  And let me just
  


12        emphasize --
  


13             LISA AYERS:  But, again, this is off topic
  


14        for what you guys are here for.
  


15             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me just emphasize to
  


16        you.  This is about remediation of the site.  I
  


17        understand there are many people in this
  


18        neighborhood that are objecting to an ultimate
  


19        development plan, but there is no plan for
  


20        development that's been approved.  When the
  


21        time comes, all of you should express your
  


22        opinions about what the development should be,
  


23        but this is cleaning up the land.
  


24             LISA AYERS:  I understand what you are
  


25        saying.  I just never realized -- I knew there
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 1        were wetlands out there, but I have never seen
  


 2        a map that showed how much of it was wetlands.
  


 3        It just -- like I said, I feel like crying
  


 4        right now.
  


 5             HUBERT FARBES:  Well, this is -- perhaps,
  


 6        I didn't introduce it completely.  It is
  


 7        certainly in the VCO, this is a 1,500-odd acre
  


 8        parcel that has been undisturbed, other than
  


 9        the military ordnance disturbance, since World
  


10        War II, so nothing has happened there, but it's
  


11        privately owned.  So there is a process for the
  


12        private owner to utilize their private land,
  


13        and what has happened in this parcel is that
  


14        the local government has made it clear -- and
  


15        that's why we had to go to the State of Florida
  


16        first -- the private owner can't utilize the
  


17        land until it is remediated of the ordnance,
  


18        and that's the focus for these public
  


19        proceedings and this series of public updates
  


20        that we are going to have.
  


21             Any other questions?
  


22             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Let me just say one
  


23        other thing in regard to that, which is you
  


24        should think about this in term of ordnance
  


25        being pollution itself, and there have been
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 1        many instances around the country -- and I am
  


 2        sure you have been able to find where it is not
  


 3        imaginary, children and people lose hands, lose
  


 4        limbs, lose lives, lose all sorts of things, so
  


 5        this ordnance in and of itself is dangerous,
  


 6        and would have to be cleared at some point.
  


 7             LISA AYERS:  We all understand that.  We
  


 8        all bought land that was contaminated with no
  


 9        cleanup and was told after the fact, that's why
  


10        we are --
  


11             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I am just asking you
  


12        to look at it in a different light, which is
  


13        that we need to get this stuff out of the
  


14        ground.  It's been 70 years plus since World
  


15        War II.  The people who owned the land didn't
  


16        really have a choice.  The Government said we
  


17        are taking it.  It's all around the country,
  


18        and now our country has grown in such a way and
  


19        cities have grown in such a way that we are
  


20        expanding out into the point where those
  


21        bombing ranges and practice ranges were.
  


22             LISA AYERS:  There is a lot of land that
  


23        is not contaminated that they can do their
  


24        thing on.  But, again, that is not what this is
  


25        about.
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 1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Right.  And it is
  


 2        ultimately we don't want that land in the
  


 3        middle of our cities that have contamination.
  


 4             Do you have another question?
  


 5             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Just a point, I think
  


 6        that it should be out of law that someone who
  


 7        owns property where the Government puts on
  


 8        bombs and all these to be able to sell these
  


 9        lands to make profit, and only -- the
  


10        Government only should be able to buy this land
  


11        and keep the land because the land is already
  


12        contaminated by their own bombing and all this,
  


13        so that's my point because I am sad also.  You
  


14        are sad of the wetland.  I am sad that people
  


15        are going to live where there are bombs, and we
  


16        never know.
  


17             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I can assure you when
  


18        this process is done, the land will be safe.
  


19             JOHN DALEY:  Two additional questions.
  


20        One, you mentioned about the City's role with
  


21        the planning piece of this, was the City
  


22        invited to tonight's meeting?
  


23             HUBERT FARBES:  Yes, we regularly notify
  


24        the public -- the local public officials.
  


25             JOHN DALY:  Would like to see a list of
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 1        who was actually invited from the City to
  


 2        attend tonight's meeting, so I can contact them
  


 3        directly.  I appreciate that.  I don't expect
  


 4        you know who that is now, unless you do.
  


 5             HUBERT FARBES:  I don't know who that is
  


 6        now, but we do have a list.
  


 7             JOHN DALEY:  So if you will provide that
  


 8        list, I would appreciate it, and I will share
  


 9        it with the board.
  


10             The second question is back to FDEP, our
  


11        last meeting you were sitting back over here
  


12        and indicated that there is nobody on staff
  


13        that had experience in dealing with unexploded
  


14        ordnance, despite the fact that you are
  


15        responsible for overseeing the regulatory
  


16        aspects of that.  Can you explain to our
  


17        residents what you have done -- FDEP, not
  


18        you -- personally what FDEP has done since that
  


19        last meeting to address that particular issue
  


20        of not having the expertise to provide adequate
  


21        oversight of this process?
  


22             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of the FDEP.
  


23        So my group does regulate federal facilities,
  


24        as well, in addition to this site, so we do
  


25        have expertise in-house to evaluate the Navy,







Update Meeting


57


  
 1        Air Force, Army Corps and this specific site.
  


 2        We also have hired a subcontractor that has
  


 3        detailed expertise.  In fact, they do this sort
  


 4        of work.  I have personally been onsite with
  


 5        them to review the work being done.
  


 6             JOHN DALEY:  Who is the subcontractor?
  


 7             PETER CORNAIS:  I think it is ISSI.
  


 8             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.  I appreciate
  


 9        that.
  


10             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?
  


11             HUBERT FARBES:  All right.  We appreciate
  


12        your time and attention.  And as we have
  


13        indicated, there will be another public update
  


14        session at a time that we will designate in the
  


15        future, and there will be the same notice you
  


16        received for this session.  Thank you.
  


17             (Time ended 7:20 p.m.)
  


18
  


19
  


20
  


21
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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 1                  C E R T I F I C A T E
  


 2   STATE OF FLORIDA:
   COUNTY OF ORANGE:


 3
        I, TARA K. SLOCUM, CRR, RPR, FPR, CSR No. 8587 and


 4   Notary Public, certify that I was authorized to and did
   stenographically report the foregoing proceedings and they


 5   are an accurate record of my stenographic notes.
        I FURTHER CERTIFY that I am not a relative, employee,


 6   attorney, or counsel of any of the parties, nor am I a
   relative or employee of any of the parties' attorney or


 7   counsel connected with the action, nor am I financially
   interested in the action.


 8
  


 9        DATED this 17th day of January 2017.
  


10
  


11
  


12
  


13                      _________________________
                       TARA K. SLOCUM


14                       Certified Realtime Reporter
                       Registered Professional Reporter


15                       Certified Shorthand Reporter
                       Florida Professional Reporter


16
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           1                  P R O C E E D I N G S

           2                        - - - - -

           3             HUBERT FARBES:  Good evening, everyone.

           4        We appreciate your attendance tonight.

           5             This is the second update meeting

           6        respective to the Vista Park remediation

           7        project, and the rules that I would like to

           8        have us abide by tonight so we are sure we have

           9        a clear record of our dialogue at this meeting

          10        is that we're going to make a 20-odd-minute,

          11        25-minute presentation to you.  We have a slide

          12        presentation that includes a number of the

          13        images of the work activity ongoing.  We, being

          14        the developers, owner's representative team.

          15             My name is Hubert Farbes.  I am the

          16        attorney for the Mockingbird project owner, and

          17        Mike Dennis of Breedlove, Dennis & Associates

          18        and Greg Williams of Buffalo Restoration will

          19        be joining me in this presentation.

          20             I also want to announce, I don't know if

          21        you are aware that representatives of the

          22        Florida Department of Environmental Protection

          23        are here, Peter Cornais, the waste program

          24        administrator is here.  He and Lisa Frank are

          25        also available, as well.
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           1             So let me start with the first slide, if

           2        you would.  Many of you have seen these images

           3        because we have displayed them.  They have been

           4        displayed to the press.

           5             The history of this particular site is

           6        unique in that it was a former bombing and

           7        gunnery range, with historic evidence of

           8        munitions activity in this area, in particular

           9        we are going to help you to get a reference

          10        sense for because in the course of our

          11        presentation, we will show what you these areas

          12        look like today.

          13             Next slide, please, and the next one.

          14             Just a quick summary for everyone's

          15        information.  We got here because we have a

          16        contamination condition that stems from World

          17        War II activity.  That condition was the

          18        subject of a variety of investigations

          19        conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers in

          20        2007 and subsequently, and the result of those

          21        studies has been first a determination of the

          22        Corps that there is some level of

          23        contamination, and a determination that there

          24        is no committed date for further remediation of

          25        the site.  The project owner, my client, has,
�
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           1        therefore, decided to seek approval of FDEP for

           2        a plan of remediation.  That plan for

           3        remediation was the subject of extensive

           4        discussion and dialogue with FDEP.  We

           5        submitted to them.  They made revisions that

           6        adjusted the plan.  It was called the voluntary

           7        cleanup order.  The document is a public

           8        document.  It is available on FDEP's public

           9        access system.  It's also available at the

          10        project site's website.  We will give you that

          11        information at the end of the presentation.

          12             What all the neighbors can expect is

          13        summarized here, but I would summarize it

          14        further by saying the neighbors should expect

          15        there will be little intrusion for your

          16        day-to-day life as a result of our remediation

          17        action.  What you will see is equipment.  What

          18        you will know is that there is a plan and

          19        program, the one I just referenced, and what

          20        you can count on is that we will continue to

          21        have these meetings.  The meetings are a

          22        requirement of the FDEP plan, and they are

          23        timed consistent with the owner's consultants

          24        taking an active initiative in a different part

          25        of the project site.  I will give you a summary
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           1        for what that is all about with the next slide.

           2             Here is the site.  This is where we are,

           3        the church in the northwest corner.  The

           4        sectors of the site where work will proceed

           5        will begin down here, and they will continue

           6        throughout sectors A through G.  We previously

           7        have given FDEF notice of commencement in

           8        Sectors A and B.  The work continues there.  We

           9        have most recently given FDEP notice that we

          10        will commence work in Sector C.  There is the

          11        beginning of work activity there.  No other

          12        activity has occurred on the site, but the

          13        expectation is over the course of the next year

          14        plus, they will be working every site.

          15             Next slide, please.

          16             Here is the process.  The VCO, the

          17        document that was the directive of FDEP

          18        regarding utilization of processes to remediate

          19        contamination at the site, that document was

          20        published in June of 2015, and we have

          21        forwarded -- we have gone forward with the

          22        process, as it's illustrated here.  The owner

          23        has given notice of commencement for its

          24        acceptance of VCO terms, and then we are

          25        proceeding with the FDEP's oversight and
�
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           1        approval of our wetlands inspection and

           2        wetlands designation determinations.  Those

           3        things have been completed, and Mike Dennis is

           4        going to discuss them.  We proceeded through

           5        the establishment of a process for UMAM scoring

           6        of wetland impacts.  There have been additional

           7        submittals regarding a final assessment and

           8        then a determination of anticipated impacts for

           9        wetlands, and also a determination that's been

          10        approved by FDEP that the owner has the

          11        capability to mitigate impacts to wetlands that

          12        are the result of our process.

          13             Ultimately, the process will lead to this

          14        set of activities.  There will be a final

          15        completion report when all compliance is

          16        accomplished under the VCO.  The result of that

          17        would be ultimately FDEP accepting the terms of

          18        final completion and issuing a final site

          19        rehabilitation completion order and a

          20        determination that no further action is

          21        required for this site.

          22             So I am going to turn this over to Mike

          23        Dennis to talk to you about the details of what

          24        has been accomplished with wetlands to date.

          25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Thank you, Hubert.
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           1             And, again, thank you all for coming out.

           2             Our firm and I personally have been

           3        involved in this process from almost the

           4        beginning in the development of the VCO, so we

           5        were involved first in helping the team and the

           6        property owner develop the ICAP, the VCO

           7        process that relates to wetlands, wildlife and

           8        listed species, so our natural resource area is

           9        where we have been involved.

          10             And before the VCO could be crafted, we

          11        felt like we needed to know as much as we could

          12        about the site, the site characteristics, so

          13        that the natural environment could be properly

          14        addressed in the VCO, so we researched

          15        historical databases.  There is topography.

          16        There is USGS topo maps, all the standard

          17        information that was available.

          18             One of the key things we did early on is

          19        we flagged and took GPS readings of all the

          20        wetlands boundaries, so we delineated the

          21        wetlands on the site, so we knew what was

          22        wetland and what was not, and that would be a

          23        key component of how the VCO was structured and

          24        the cleanup could occur.  We then looked at all

          25        the wetlands to determine their functional
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           1        character, and that's done under a unified

           2        mitigation assessment methodology.  It is a

           3        statutory prescribed functional assessment.  We

           4        looked at those.  We looked at the databases

           5        for what wildlife and listed federal or state

           6        species either occurred or could occur, or was

           7        likely to occur on the site, so we considered

           8        those.  Then we coordinated, as I mentioned,

           9        with Buffalo and with Hubert's group and the

          10        land owner to come up with methods for

          11        analyzing the wetlands and post-remediation

          12        activities and evaluated various restoration

          13        approaches, and then coordinated those with

          14        DEP.  So all that is done before anything

          15        happened [with UXO].

          16             And as you have heard before, the VCO is

          17        set up to be conducted in sectors.  So we have

          18        been working on Sector A, which is right here,

          19        Sector B, which is right here, and we just

          20        began on Sector C, which is this area right

          21        there, so that's where the activities have been

          22        concentrated.  And if you have driven down 417

          23        along the Beach Line, you have seen probably

          24        equipment out there and areas that look like

          25        they have been cleared and bush-hogged and
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           1        those sorts of things.

           2             Next slide.

           3             This represents the wetlands that

           4        indicated were flagged and GPS'd and

           5        subsequently inspected by members of the DEP

           6        wetland staff to confirm these wetland

           7        boundaries.

           8             I don't know if you remember, but one of

           9        the slides that Hubert showed is the aerials of

          10        1943 when they were doing the bombing runs, and

          11        there is a wetland, there is a bombing run that

          12        comes across just like that, and this is a

          13        wetland.  You can see the wetland there, and

          14        you can pick it out.  The same wetland was

          15        there back when they were using it as a test

          16        run.  These are the wetlands, and they have all

          17        been properly identified.

          18             Next slide.

          19             Again, we evaluated each one of the

          20        wetlands.  There is a variety of wetland types

          21        out there.  There are cypress domes.  There are

          22        bay heads.  There is mixed cypress and

          23        hardwoods.  There is some wet prairies.  Some

          24        of the crude pasture areas actually qualified

          25        as wetlands under the state statute.  So there
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           1        is a mix of different kinds of wetlands, and

           2        some of them have standing water.  Some of them

           3        have saturated soil, various conditions.  All

           4        of that played into figuring out and working

           5        with Buffalo in how to do their testing and

           6        then helping the remediation.

           7             Here you see a flag on one of the trees

           8        that showed where we delineated this particular

           9        wetland.  So part of the work with delineating

          10        wetlands, functional assessment of them, so

          11        that we could then evaluate them pre- and

          12        post-remediation.  And if there were adverse

          13        impacts to the wetlands as a result of

          14        remediation, the VCO laid out a very prescribed

          15        way of dealing with what the mitigation would

          16        be and how to calculate that.  So that's why it

          17        is very important to have all this information

          18        upfront.

          19             Next slide.

          20             The other couple of things that we have

          21        done is on Sector A, Sector B, and then in the

          22        first part of this October, Sector C, we have

          23        had surveys for wading bird nesting and

          24        colonies, Sandhill crane nesting, so this is an

          25        aerial that was taken in October of this year
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           1        from a helicopter.  Two of our wildlife

           2        scientists, wetland wildlife scientists flew

           3        the site low altitude looking for any nesting

           4        colonies for wading birds, that sort of thing.

           5        We had to do that for each sector.  So we have

           6        got Sector A, Sector B and now Sector C.

           7             Again, this was done the first part of

           8        October, which, as many of you know and

           9        probably observed, is the time of year when we

          10        start getting -- seeing more eagles.  We know

          11        that there are eagles that nest around the

          12        site.  There has not been to date any reported

          13        eagles nest on the site by the gaming

          14        commission that we know of, but that's

          15        something we continue to watch for.

          16             The other thing that we are supposed to do

          17        is survey for Gopher tortoises, so there is Jim

          18        Weber, one of our Gopher tortoise certified

          19        experts, and we do a 100 percent census of the

          20        areas that are Gopher tortoise habitat,

          21        identify where they are.  Turn that into the

          22        game commission folks.  They review it, and we

          23        get a permit for relocation, so any of the

          24        Gopher tortoises that might be in harm's way,

          25        as a result of remediation, we relocate to a
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           1        state-approved Gopher tortoise relocation site,

           2        so we follow all the procedures and protocols

           3        for doing that.

           4             Next slide.

           5             So here is a summary of what we have been

           6        doing.  We completed the site-wide work and

           7        reviewed it with DEP.  We have completed the

           8        Unified Wetland Mitigation Assessment

           9        methodology we had with DEP.  We came up with

          10        our best guess of the amount of wetland impacts

          11        that there were going to be, and then we

          12        recorded or reserved mitigation credits, so we

          13        knew we had enough mitigation to take care of

          14        that down the road as needed.

          15             We have conducted the Gopher tortoise

          16        surveys in Sector A and B.  Those are

          17        completed.  And as we speak, we are continuing

          18        to finish up with the Gopher tortoise

          19        relocation on C.

          20             We have done wading bird nesting surveys,

          21        Sandhill crane surveys.  We reviewed the sites

          22        with the DEP as appropriate and as specified,

          23        and we will then be conducting the

          24        post-remediation review and any mitigation

          25        that's needed sector by sector, and providing
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           1        that mitigation at that time.

           2             At the end of the entire process of

           3        cleaning up all the sectors, we will have one

           4        unified report that describes the overall

           5        process.

           6             Next slide.

           7             This is one we showed at the last meeting,

           8        and it's intended to give you all a visual of

           9        what we are doing.  There is about 12 different

          10        items that are required here, and here is each

          11        sector, A through F, and we have colored in

          12        what has been done for each of these

          13        activities.  We have got a board for that out

          14        there.  You can review it in more than depth,

          15        but by the time we finish, all of these blocks

          16        will be all colored in because we are

          17        conducting all these specific activities in

          18        each of the sectors.

          19             Next slide.

          20             All right.  That's the environmental work

          21        that's been the predicate of it, and what's

          22        been done.  We have worked with Greg and

          23        Buffalo, and he is going to talk now about the

          24        actual survey work that's been done, and what

          25        he has found in working in Sector A and B, and
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           1        he will describe all the stuff that's been

           2        found in areas that the full reports indicated

           3        there was not supposed to be anything.

           4             I don't know whether you want to take

           5        questions now or wait until we get through?

           6             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's wait until we get

           7        through.

           8             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We will answer your

           9        questions.  Hang on, and we will answer your

          10        questions when we are finished.  We are just

          11        about done.

          12             GREG WILLIAMS:  Thanks, Mike.

          13             My name is Greg Williams.  I am one of the

          14        principals of Buffalo Restoration.

          15             We have been out there nearly six months

          16        now.  We have got nearly 60 people working out

          17        onsite mostly five days a week.  We have a part

          18        crew that works on Saturdays.

          19             You see up here -- you have seen this a

          20        few times -- you see we are up here around the

          21        church.

          22             The parts of the property -- the northern

          23        part of the property we are going to clear-cut

          24        the property we know what evidence there is of

          25        ordnance from the former government
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           1        investigations that happened.  We clear-cut

           2        those initially.  You can see it from the map.

           3        Some parts of the property -- we have got the

           4        wetlands we have to go through those and do

           5        preliminary search, and we don't want to cut

           6        them if we don't have to.  As you can see

           7        there, it's been quite challenging, these areas

           8        that we have gone through, and we have been

           9        finding things we didn't expect to find.

          10             Next slide.

          11             So this area, as you can see -- this is

          12        all the sectors.  This is the bottom left

          13        corner of the property.  You see these red

          14        items here, these are ordnance items.  We are

          15        up by over -- at the moment, I don't have an

          16        exact number on me -- it is over 60 ordnance

          17        items we found.  The government investigation

          18        said there was nothing here and that further

          19        action (was not needed) on the southern half of

          20        the property.  And as we have been going

          21        through, we have been through these wetlands

          22        here, and especially you can see in here behind

          23        what they thought was a rifle range, we have

          24        actually got some UXO items there.

          25             FEMALE SPEAKER:  The red dots represent
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           1        what?

           2             GREG WILLIAMS:  They are ordnance items

           3        that we have been finding in the sector, the

           4        bottom left.  I guess the accent -- the

           5        Australian accent -- so I don't know how easy

           6        it is to see; that's probably better.

           7             There was, what was called, a rifle range

           8        right here, and there is another one here.  And

           9        as you see, the red items -- hopefully you can

          10        tell what they are in the next slides,

          11        especially in the wetlands here, so one of the

          12        things we have to do now is clear some of these

          13        wetlands because there is quite a bit of

          14        ordnance in there.

          15             Go to the next slide.

          16             So some of what you see, unexploded

          17        bullets and munitions -- is some of the

          18        terminology -- we found in there, so 2.316

          19        rockets, which is what is commonly known as a

          20        Bazooka, you saw World War II people shooting

          21        at German tanks, 75 MM high-explosive

          22        projectiles, 37-millimeter projectiles, rifle

          23        grenades on the rifle range surprisingly.  I am

          24        being sarcastic.  3 1/2 inch rocket warheads

          25        fired from the aircraft, there is 5-inch rocket
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           1        fuses that were fired from aircraft.  We

           2        haven't found any unexploded yet.  We found

           3        fuses.  We found general-purpose bomb base

           4        fuses and fragmentation, and we found buried

           5        caliber .50 and caliber .30 guns from a stack

           6        of B-25 bomber demonstrating firing of these

           7        guns and ordnances; that was known to be on the

           8        property at the top of the property.  There was

           9        suspicion at one point it was down in another

          10        sector, as well.

          11             So what we have got here, this is a 2.316

          12        rocket, a Bazooka.  This is actually a picture

          13        from the property, from the site during the

          14        '40s.  It was a demonstration range.  As you

          15        see, we found these in one of the swamps, and,

          16        again, here, so these ones are practice ones.

          17        The problem with these items is whether they

          18        are live.  It is the paint that differentiates

          19        them, and you can't tell.

          20             Now, I don't know if you see, but this

          21        bottom one here is perforated.  You can see

          22        like a steel bar, but the one above it is not.

          23        It is intact, and we can't tell without blowing

          24        it up.  It has an impact inertia fuse.

          25        Something that someone -- it was live, if
�
                                                                     18



           1        someone did something to it, there is a good

           2        chance it will blow up, and all these ones have

           3        been practice so far.  We are going to find all

           4        the practice ones out there, and we are going

           5        to find some of the live ones.

           6             We have got 18 wetlands.  We started

           7        finding a whole lot in one little area.  I said

           8        stop.  Come out and cut the wetlands and get in

           9        there properly.

          10             Next slide.

          11             37 MM projectiles, these were fired

          12        anti-tank, and fired from aircraft, as well.

          13        They were fired at anti-aircraft.  So this is a

          14        picture of what one looks like, and some of the

          15        ones we found.  That's one that was probably

          16        fired from the air.  People can tell whether

          17        that is a live or a practice one by the

          18        perforation through it.  That one was practice.

          19        The other one we found was live.  It was not

          20        there after we conducted the demolition.  This

          21        is what they look like.

          22             Now, I guess, once you look at it, and we

          23        can look at publications and measure it.  When

          24        you see it a few times -- when you first see

          25        it, you really have to treat it like it is
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           1        something because the practice items are the

           2        same shape and same weight as a live one.

           3             Rocket grenades.  Look at this one.  This

           4        is the bottom left of the sector.  This was the

           5        rifle range.  This was the rifle range.  This

           6        is what the government called the pistol

           7        cabinet range.  As you see here, this is a

           8        soldier firing a rocket grenade.  We only found

           9        two of those so far.

          10             Again, in here in the wetland, where we

          11        found the rocket in the range, that is where we

          12        were expecting to find them.  This has been

          13        abandoned for the last 60/70 years.  It's been

          14        cleared, and it's been tilled, so that's yet to

          15        come.  During the wet season, it's a lot more

          16        inefficient for us to get in there.  Now we are

          17        getting in there now because it's getting dry.

          18             This is a 75 MM projectile.  These are

          19        fired artillery.  75 MM is 3 inches -- 3-inch

          20        diameter, 11 inches long, Dave?  So this was a

          21        live one.  The explosive fuse has been knocked

          22        off from the 75.  This is a different kind of

          23        rocket.  You can see the relative sizes, so

          24        that's what that looks like, so that's the

          25        largest thing we found so far in there.  That
�
                                                                     20



           1        was fired from an aircraft, a B-25, I don't

           2        know if you were aware they were on the

           3        property, but the B-25 had a 75 MM gun fired.

           4        The paratroopers that were on the property

           5        parachuting into the property for

           6        demonstrations and training, they had 75 MM

           7        guns, so they are there, and we are finding

           8        those.

           9             Next one, please.

          10             Aircraft rockets, so this one is a 3

          11        1/2-inch aircraft rocket, so this here is

          12        called an 89 MM warhead, navy submarine

          13        warhead, a 3 1/2-inch rocket, we found that in

          14        the sector.  This is from a 5-inch rocket.

          15        This is the base fuse.  Once the rocket

          16        warhead -- here and under there, this fits in

          17        the base, and we found a couple of those out

          18        there in the upland.  We believe it would have

          19        been fired from the B-25 as a demonstration,

          20        and I think I have a photo of it in one of the

          21        next slides possibly.  It could have been fired

          22        from the air.

          23             Next one.

          24             Here is the B-25.  Now, this is on the top

          25        of the property, we kind of worked that out
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           1        from some of the other photos.  You can see

           2        here he is firing a 5-inch rocket, it is a high

           3        velocity aircraft rocket.  It also has guns, so

           4        this one probably had 4 guns -- 15 guns, and

           5        there are 30 guns.  Later on they had 6 guns on

           6        them.  The other sector, here is the barrels.

           7        You can see by the tips on them these are

           8        aircraft guns.  These are buried out there in

           9        the sector, and these are all the components of

          10        the guns.  There is a handle there.  There are

          11        screens.  There are receivers.  I am sure

          12        someone could probably make a full gun, I don't

          13        know that it would work.

          14             But this was kind of interesting because

          15        this actually says 1100 aviation oil -- Navy

          16        Single 1100, aviation oil.  We believe that was

          17        from -- to actually fire the weapons on this

          18        B-25, they had to have the engine running just

          19        to produce electricity.  We found probably

          20        eight or nine of these barrel oil drums, Army,

          21        Air Force and Navy out there, and we believe

          22        possibly could have come from this.

          23             So the next one.

          24             The general purpose bombs, so what you get

          25        is a general purpose bomb just means it is a
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           1        relatively -- like a .6-inch wall -- .6-inch

           2        wall thickness on it.  This one on the bottom

           3        is a 250-pound bomb that was dropped in

           4        abundance on the property.  This is some of the

           5        fragmentation.  It is very characteristic of

           6        fragmentation you get sharp edges with the high

           7        velocity disassociation.

           8             This is a base fuse.  You can see in here

           9        it looks like a propeller.  And as it spins,

          10        the propeller spins out, and when that comes

          11        out, the base fuse arms.  This is a propeller,

          12        as well.  Sometimes what happens is the nose

          13        piece comes off, the base fuse doesn't arm, it

          14        doesn't detonate.  When it detonates, the base

          15        fuse gets kicked out the back, so this part

          16        here is the detonator.  This is actually live.

          17        This one was live, a 100 series base fuse,

          18        there is probably nine or ten different types

          19        of 100 series base fuses.  Two of them are

          20        particularly dangerous, but, I guess, that was

          21        surprising to find those down there, down on

          22        the bottom of the property, but we were

          23        definitely finding fuzzes down there.  So I

          24        think as we come to the north, we know we are

          25        going to find more from the photos of the '40s.
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           1             So this is the 1947 firing range versus

           2        our current discoveries.  This arc here, if you

           3        remember from the last presentation, the

           4        Government said there was a range here and

           5        range here and one here and one here and

           6        nothing down on the bottom.  I believe we are

           7        going to have no further action from somewhere

           8        on this line, this bottom half of the property.

           9        What we believe -- especially the 37 MM, that

          10        there was range firing in here.  This part here

          11        are the rockets, the 2.316-inch Bazooka rockets

          12        were firing from this thing here.  They were

          13        offset to the right of the rifle range.

          14             And when it is most efficient for us to

          15        get in there, and we can cut the trees out, it

          16        will be a lot easier to get in there.

          17             What is going to happen now is there is a

          18        lot more work for us because we are going to

          19        take these parts of the wetlands out.  As you

          20        see, it is on both sides of this wetland, and

          21        as we come up in here.  Now, we are only

          22        starting to bravo sector now.  We are a good

          23        way through the vegetation.  You can see it

          24        from the road.  We cleaned most of this now.

          25        The last 10 percent of it takes the most time.
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           1        There is a lot of boggy areas in there still,

           2        and it's very quickly growing out.  As we find

           3        more items in here, that's when we will make

           4        the decision to clear-cut.  But at the moment,

           5        what we are finding is in wetlands.

           6             That's it, so it has been a little bit

           7        over time, but it's been a surprise.  Based on

           8        the information we had, the government

           9        investigation we looked in the same areas they

          10        looked, and we are consistently finding arms in

          11        there.

          12             HUBERT FARBES:  Thank you very much.

          13             What we would like to do is make sure we

          14        have a complete record, if you have a question,

          15        we have a hand-held microphone.  There is a

          16        podium for you to stand there.  Please identify

          17        yourself.  Give us your name and your address,

          18        and ask the question, and we will try to answer

          19        it.  Martha has a hand-held microphone.

          20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  My name is Martha

          21        Fitzgerald.  I'm a lawyer from Denver, as well,

          22        and I will be monitoring your questions today.

          23        If you wish to speak, whether you wish to

          24        comment or pose a question, come to the podium.

          25        We will give you a mic, and we will be timing
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           1        so that we can ensure that everybody here has a

           2        chance and opportunity to say what they want to

           3        say.  If we still have time left over when your

           4        three minutes is up at the end, and everybody

           5        has cycled through, you may have the

           6        opportunity to speak again.

           7             So anyone who would like to come up.

           8             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.

           9             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We need you to come to

          10        the podium.

          11             JOHN DALY:  Thanks.  My name is John Daly.

          12             THE COURT REPORTER:  Sorry, I can't hear

          13        you.  I need to be able to see your mouth.

          14             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We are going to have

          15        everyone who wants to speak at the podium.  If

          16        you don't wish to speak --

          17             JOHN DALY:  My name is John Daly.  I am a

          18        resident of Vista Lakes, and I am also an HOA

          19        board member --

          20             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Would you please --

          21             JOHN DALY:  No, I am not interested in

          22        standing up there.  I was given an opportunity

          23        to stand at the podium if I chose to, and I

          24        chose not to.

          25             The questions are pretty simple.  The
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           1        first question is:  Are these slides actually

           2        available on your website?  The second question

           3        is --

           4             HUBERT FARBES:  They are -- or they will

           5        be.

           6             JOHN DALY:  The second question is

           7        regarding the wetlands.  Are any of the

           8        wetlands federally protected areas, or are they

           9        strictly wetlands that are protected by the

          10        state government is the question?  And the

          11        third question is related to the ordnance.  Is

          12        there a complete inventory of the ordnance that

          13        has been found until now that is available on

          14        the website or will be uploaded on the website?

          15             MICHAEL DENNIS:  As I expressed, the

          16        wetlands were delineated based on the state

          17        wetland methodologies pursuant to the

          18        requirements of the VCO.  Are those four

          19        sections for wetlands?  I believe a number of

          20        those would be if we went through the federal

          21        process of identifying them.  But the DEP is

          22        the agency that is responsible for this

          23        process, so that's where we have been

          24        coordinating -- coordinating our wetlands work

          25        with the DEP.
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           1             JOHN DALY:  Thank you.

           2             HUBERT FARBES:  The answer to the third

           3        question is, yes, the pictures will be posted

           4        on the website.

           5             JOHN DALY:  Will that include a complete

           6        inventory of everything that has been found so

           7        far or just a sampling?

           8             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem, yeah, sure.

           9             JOHN DALY:  Complete inventory?

          10             GREG WILLIAMS:  Yes.  We uploaded 60 items

          11        so far.  Yes, we have a database and can

          12        produce that.

          13             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.

          14             GREG WILLIAMS:  No problem.

          15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anybody else?

          16             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Hi, my name Yveline

          17        Delvillar.  I would like to know how you -- how

          18        far do you dig to find all the munition?  Did

          19        you dig one foot?  Two feet?  Three feet?  Did

          20        you go deeper if you find something at three

          21        feet?  Are we sure there is nothing under?  And

          22        that is my first question.

          23             My other point is after you found all of

          24        these complicated items, as an owner in the

          25        other side, I am still wondering why the owner
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           1        of this land he is so eager to build houses, to

           2        put people living in these houses when one of

           3        you was talking about the contamination of the

           4        soil?  Why do they want people living in that?

           5        Can you assure me that the soil that you are

           6        going to put for build is going to be clean of

           7        no chemical because I am living in the other

           8        side for ten years.  I bought my piece of land

           9        because I picked it out to grow my veggies.

          10        Six months after I cannot because they found

          11        bombs.  Am I sure that if I plant veggies, I am

          12        not going to get cancer?  Or in ten years I am

          13        going to get a tumor?  What is my proof that if

          14        I dig deeper than what you are digging, I don't

          15        find a bomb?  So I am wondering why these

          16        people want to build houses and sell, unless to

          17        make a lot of money, dirty money out of people?

          18             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me answer your last

          19        question first.  This session is about, and our

          20        presentation is about cleaning the land.  My

          21        client, the owner, does have the right to

          22        develop the land; that's not anything we have

          23        anything to say about.  What we can say to you

          24        is the process for evaluating the soil, and

          25        assuring that there is no soil contamination
�
                                                                     29



           1        that's a consequence of the original government

           2        ordnance deposition, that process is prescribed

           3        in the VCO.  And if you go to either the

           4        Government's website or ours, and look at the

           5        criteria, you will find that there is a project

           6        environmental sampling plan that requires

           7        complete sampling of all the soil and soil

           8        conditions.  And the consequence of any

           9        discovery of contaminated soil is that the soil

          10        has to be excavated and removed from the site,

          11        and removed to an appropriate deposition

          12        location.  So contaminated soil -- in response

          13        to your question -- is all cleared as a

          14        requirement of the VCO.

          15             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  They physically take

          16        the soil out and remove it?

          17             HUBERT FARBES:  And the contaminated soil

          18        is removed.

          19             So let me let Greg answer your question

          20        about how the process works for how the

          21        contractor determines how deep to dig.

          22             GREG WILLIAMS:  I guess the short answer

          23        is, yes, we do -- we have two processes that we

          24        use.  The first part is called electromagnet

          25        analysis.  We map the soil.  We have
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           1        geophysicists that go through the process and

           2        interpret the data and find subsurface metal.

           3        That first process will go -- depending on the

           4        size of the item -- will go say 4-foot,

           5        depends.  Bigger items we see deeper, and

           6        smaller items we see shallow; that's what the

           7        Government did in part.

           8             We also do magnetometry, so we then have a

           9        second pass with a different instrument, so we

          10        found items 40-foot deep that were metal, parts

          11        of warheads that showed up, so it was from the

          12        2 1/2-inch wide pipe, so we are looking deep,

          13        so we are being sure.

          14             Something to go deep has to be large, so

          15        we have a lot of confidence that we are going

          16        to find anything that's down there.  One of the

          17        reasons the magnetometry is so sensitive, the

          18        items that are close to the surface and

          19        clustered together, they coalesce into one big

          20        blowup, so that's why the first pass of the

          21        instrument we use is a lot more detailed, and

          22        we get the smaller items on the surface.  The

          23        magnetometry is designed to go deeper past

          24        that, so we can assure you that we are looking

          25        at that.
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           1             The second is the bed of soils, the first

           2        thing we did is we have a subcontractor,

           3        subconsultant, we go through each sector, and

           4        we take baseline soil samples for metals, scan

           5        them for metals, arsenic and barium and silver

           6        and lead and mercury.  We have gone through

           7        that, and those baseline levels right through

           8        Alpha Bravo sector, those base levels are not

           9        above the state guidelines.  There hasn't been

          10        anything down there so far.  When we find the

          11        ordnance, the exposed one, we take a sample, as

          12        well, there hasn't been one of those yet.

          13        There have been some incendiary items that we

          14        have found for preparing roads.  We have taken

          15        soil samples.  And, again, the items that were

          16        in there weren't a problem.

          17             So, yes, in terms of the chemical

          18        contamination of the soil, we are sampling for

          19        everything that we can see will be there.  In

          20        terms of depth protection, we will go as deep

          21        as we can.  I think if we find something, but

          22        we are not going to get into 100-foot deep.  If

          23        it's 20-foot deep, deep enough to penetrate 20

          24        foot into the soil, it will be very large, and

          25        it's just part of what we do.  Essentially,
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           1        it's an engineering challenge to get down in

           2        there, and it's done all over the world,

           3        especially in Europe where there was a lot of

           4        bombing.  It's not something that is really

           5        done in America a lot.  The government usually

           6        just sticks to the first 4-foot level.  They

           7        don't go deeper.  They stop digging.  That's

           8        not what we are doing.

           9             HUBERT FARBES:  And that's the key.  The

          10        Corps' procedure is not what we are following.

          11        The procedure we are following is what was

          12        established by the VCO.

          13             So do I have another question?

          14             LISA AYERS:  I am Lisa Ayers.  I live in a

          15        subdivision.

          16             I just wanted some clarification on the

          17        wetlands, if we could go back to that slide; is

          18        that possible?

          19             HUBERT FARBES:  Sure.

          20             LISA AYERS:  Where you source code all the

          21        wetlands, are the green the wetlands?

          22             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Yes, ma'am.

          23             LISA AYERS:  My question to you, the

          24        Florida Department of Environmental Protection,

          25        do you see how much is covered, and you are
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           1        okay with that?  That's my question to you.  I

           2        want to thank all of you for coming in and

           3        keeping us informed, but I am astounded that

           4        you are working for us, but you are not

           5        protecting us.  Who do we go to to answer for

           6        that?  It's your job to protect us.  As I

           7        understand from talking to scientists at the

           8        University of Florida, relocating wetlands in

           9        the State of Florida, they just look at me and

          10        smile, and it's really a shame because you know

          11        that the wetlands are important to our water,

          12        our aquifer.  I am astounded.  I really am.  I

          13        am astounded, and I feel very let down by our

          14        State, our City officials, all of the

          15        government here, and it's all about money, all

          16        about money.

          17             LISA FRANK:  I can respond.

          18             LISA AYERS:  I am not finished.  You can

          19        respond when I am finished.

          20             Now, as far as when you are referring to

          21        Alpha.  Are you referring to Section A of where

          22        you found?

          23             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's correct.

          24             LISA AYERS:  Could we go to the slide with

          25        all the munitions?  This is Section A, here,
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           1        and you have removed all of these, or are you

           2        still not complete?

           3             GREG WILLIAMS:  What we have done in Alpha

           4        sector is we cut the uplands.  The wetlands --

           5        we have gone through with the handheld tools,

           6        and we found ordnance in there.  Now, to remove

           7        that ordnance, we have to remove the trees, and

           8        that's part of the UMAM system.  We don't --

           9        that's right near where it is accessible, right

          10        in that treeline is where we found, and

          11        children get in there, that's the thing.  When

          12        it's dry, they are right there, and so we are

          13        not going to just get some of them and leave

          14        others because it's very dense in there, and

          15        it's, I guess, there is the mud and everything,

          16        but there is also a lot of undergrowth in

          17        there, which is hard to get through, so there

          18        is no way we can get them all.

          19             LISA AYERS:  So in your own words, I will

          20        tell you what I heard is that you are really

          21        unable to clear all of the munitions where it's

          22        very dense because you can't get in there?

          23             GREG WILLIAMS:  So we are cutting the

          24        trees, yes.

          25             LISA AYERS:  So you are cutting the trees
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           1        to get them?

           2             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can geophysically map.

           3        We get the subsurface map of the two passes,

           4        the near surface and the deep.

           5             LISA AYERS:  And this is just Alpha, and

           6        the B section has not been cleared, this is

           7        just the one section?

           8             GREG WILLIAMS:  We haven't started

           9        clearcutting wetlands yet, but that is part of

          10        the plan, especially the top of the property

          11        where there is photos of bombs impacting those

          12        wetlands.

          13             HUBERT FARBES:  Let's just deal with A and

          14        B.

          15             LISA AYERS:  For these munitions that have

          16        been found, you are removing them from the

          17        property at the present; are there ones that

          18        need to be blown up?  Are you taking them away

          19        somewhere to blow them up?

          20             GREG WILLIAMS:  We conducted demolition

          21        operations on Thursday so far, and you wouldn't

          22        have heard a thing of what we have done.  We

          23        have people on the fences -- on the fences of

          24        the properties, and those guys had to ask us if

          25        we have done it.  It is probably 7,000 feet,
�
                                                                     36



           1        8,000 feet away from where you are.  We hear

           2        tires blowing -- truck tires blowing on 528.

           3        You hear dump trucks --

           4             HUBERT FARBES:  She is just asking if you

           5        destroyed the ordnance that you found.

           6             GREG WILLIAMS:  What happens is anything

           7        that has an explosive hazard gets detonated or

           8        thermally treated.  We have it stockpiled and

           9        secure, and then it actually goes under a chain

          10        of custody to a facility that demilitarizes it.

          11             LISA AYERS:  For the really big bombs,

          12        though, you are going to notify us on

          13        Thursdays, or you will notify us prior so we

          14        that can evacuate on Thursday?

          15             GREG WILLIAMS:  If it's in -- if there is

          16        any danger that's close to you, yes, but we

          17        have -- we are not going to do anything to hurt

          18        or put anyone -- we are all working there, as

          19        well.  We don't want to do anything.  But at

          20        the moment, we haven't got to that.

          21             LISA AYERS:  Okay.  That pretty much

          22        covers it.  Thank you.

          23             HUBERT FARBES:  Martha, he would like to

          24        respond.

          25             MICHAEL DENNIS:  Let me address one of the
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           1        wetlands.  I may have left an erroneous

           2        impression.  The wetland map, there was a

           3        requirement -- specific requirement in the VCO

           4        and in the ICAP to identify all of the wetlands

           5        on the site.  Then there are specific guides

           6        about how you should approach the remediation

           7        in wetlands, and it, basically, says that you

           8        do the minimum amount of testing that you can

           9        do in the wetlands, the least disruptive amount

          10        in the wetland, to make sure that you have

          11        properly characterized the site and identified

          12        any risk, any munition that's may be causing

          13        health and safety risk, so the wetland map

          14        is -- was a requirement.  DEP was very specific

          15        about that, and about how we would deal with

          16        wetlands and making sure that the wetlands were

          17        protected on the site, given the fact that we

          18        do need to clean up the wetlands.  So the green

          19        map is not a map that says, here is all the

          20        wetlands, and here is all the wetlands that is

          21        going to be destroyed and filled; that's not

          22        what the VCO says.  The VCO recognizes and

          23        allows that some of the test equipment used to

          24        run over the ground to be able to penetrate

          25        that shallow depth and then that deeper depth,
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           1        and so he only clears those wetlands in those

           2        areas where he has already done some testing,

           3        and there is identified risk that there are UXO

           4        in that section of the wetlands.

           5             In areas of the wetlands where there is

           6        not that, there won't be anything, you know,

           7        done.  They will just be left alone.  When

           8        there is, and where the trees have to be cut,

           9        they will be cut, and the testing will be done,

          10        but the wetlands won't be filled, the wetland

          11        boundary, the wetland topography, the wetland

          12        soils, the wetland seabank will all be there.

          13        So this is not about destroying the wetlands

          14        and recreating them somewhere else that you

          15        were -- I thought you were referring to with

          16        the University of Florida.

          17             LISA AYERS:  Where are you going to put

          18        all those houses then if all of that red

          19        area --

          20             HUBERT FARBES:  Ma'am, could you get the

          21        microphone?

          22             LISA AYERS:  Oh, sorry.

          23             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Well, we are going to

          24        have to let other people --

          25             HUBERT FARBES:  How about having Lisa
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           1        respond?

           2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Lisa is preferring to

           3        have Mike respond.

           4             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I just wanted to be

           5        clear, see if I could clear that part of it up,

           6        so that's how it would work.  And then once

           7        Greg does his testing, the wetland is still

           8        there.  The trees can, you know, grow back up.

           9        The plants can grow back up.  There is no --

          10        nothing in there that says that that area will

          11        be filled.  The wetlands all will be altered

          12        only to the extent they are required to do

          13        proper testing and removal of the munitions.

          14             GREG WILLIAMS:  The uplands -- we are

          15        clearing the uplands where the palmetto is.

          16             LISA AYERS:  Can I ask another question?

          17        I still need clarification.

          18             FEMALE SPEAKER:  Lisa, I will give you my

          19        three minutes.  Go ahead.

          20             LISA AYERS:  I still need clarification.

          21        That whole thing that you showed -- the whole

          22        slide that you showed almost the entire area

          23        covered with wetlands, and the plan was to put,

          24        what, over 4,300 homes on that.  If you are not

          25        doing all of that there, where are all the
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           1        homes going to go if those are going to remain?

           2             MICHAEL DENNIS:  I don't know, and that's

           3        not -- that's not.

           4             LISA AYERS:  I understand.  Maybe that

           5        might be a question for our mayor.

           6             MICHAEL DENNIS:  That's a question for

           7        others, and we work --

           8             LISA AYERS:  And I understand you are just

           9        here --

          10             MICHAEL DENNIS:  We do permitting and

          11        development, so I am familiar with the process,

          12        but this process is strictly, and our task and

          13        assignment and contract is strictly to follow

          14        the VCO and make sure that the site is

          15        remediated, Buffalo is doing its job, and mine

          16        is that we address wetlands, any wetland

          17        impacts that be mitigated, wildlife, threatened

          18        and endangered species, Gopher tortoises, we

          19        follow the rules on those as they are specified

          20        in the VCO.

          21             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, I understand what your

          22        role is here, and I appreciate you being

          23        upfront with us, but I think this is something

          24        that we need to address with our elected

          25        officials because, I mean, I just don't see all
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           1        those homes on there without covering and

           2        filling in the wetlands that you can't get to,

           3        you know.

           4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can get to them.

           5             LISA AYERS:  Well, like I said, I

           6        understand what you said, and I thank you very

           7        much for being so forthright with us, and

           8        letting us know what is going on.  But this

           9        just makes me want to cry, to tell you the

          10        truth.

          11             RICARDO (?):  My name is Ricardo

          12        (inaudible).  The question is the working

          13        hours, you have been working there five days a

          14        week.  Do you expect working, like, 24/7?

          15        Should we expect the half-ton pickup trucks one

          16        more week?  We have seen that a lot after

          17        10:00 p.m., sometimes at 1:00 a.m. in the

          18        morning, 2:00 a.m. in the morning, 5:00 a.m. in

          19        the morning.

          20             GREG WILLIAMS:  That's not us.

          21             RICARDO (?):  So I am getting the feeling

          22        you are trying to transport something that no

          23        one should see.

          24             LISA AYERS:  Are they hearing the trucks

          25        in the morning?  Are they going past your
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           1        place?  You live right up the street.

           2             RICARDO (?):  I live right on the brick

           3        wall that goes all the way, so the path the

           4        trucks use to go to site Alpha, that's where

           5        they go.

           6             GREG WILLIAMS:  Well, we had -- we had a

           7        24-hour security onsite, so I think if you have

           8        someone -- you will hear the Kawasaki Mule

           9        maybe driving on the property, but there is no

          10        work -- work hours at the moment is 6:30 to

          11        around 5:00.  There may have been a time when

          12        there has been a delivery of something coming

          13        at 7:00 or 8:00.  I think if you see anyone

          14        driving or hearing anyone driving on that

          15        property, is probably the security guy.  They

          16        are there from when we leave, which is usually

          17        5:30, 6:00 until 6:00 a.m.  They are there on

          18        Sundays.  We work on Saturdays, especially the

          19        vegetation clearance, but I can assure you

          20        there is no 2:00 a.m. or 1:00 a.m., I would be

          21        very surprised.

          22             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)

          23             HUBERT FARBES:  You are going to have to

          24        come to the microphone.

          25             GREG WILLIAMS:  Work hours at the moment
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           1        is 6:30 to 5:00 and has been -- it's coming

           2        forward depending on the light, and I am

           3        thinking sometimes we have had a delivery or

           4        something held up somewhere, I don't know, but

           5        that would be one occasion maybe.  At the

           6        moment, I can't think of one.  There is no work

           7        around the clock.  If that security guy is

           8        disturbing you, maybe we can -- we have a lot

           9        of equipment onsite.

          10             RICARDO (?):  The security guy is fine.

          11        Those are not the concern.  I mean, we know

          12        they drive through.  So the concern is having

          13        traffic like that.

          14             The follow-up question is if we should

          15        continue to report those to the City, or we

          16        have to report those directly to you?

          17             GREG WILLIAMS:  What time are you hearing

          18        trucks from the outside?

          19             RICARDO (?):  I have heard like 10:00

          20        a.m., 10:00 p.m. in the night.  I have heard

          21        overnight.  It is hard to really wake up and

          22        look at the clock and remember the time.  I do

          23        file some reports with the City.  I report

          24        noise.  So if we should continue to do that,

          25        it's fine.  If you have a different channel to
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           1        report those, like you are not even aware,

           2        maybe we should establish some communication

           3        here.

           4             GREG WILLIAMS:  We can -- I guess we can

           5        speak after this thing, but I will find out,

           6        but I assure you there is no work activity,

           7        other than the security guy, and the only thing

           8        I can think of is sometimes there has been

           9        heavy equipment that's come in a little late,

          10        but I will have to check.  It's the only thing

          11        I can think of.  There is nothing at 2:00 in

          12        the morning, 1:00 in the morning, maybe 8:00 at

          13        night.  There is no reason to come that late.

          14        When it's dark, we don't work.

          15             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?

          16             DAVID (?):  Hello, my name is David.  I

          17        have a question about the explosions you talked

          18        about earlier.  I think initially you said you

          19        are not exploding anything on the site, or if

          20        you have, the noise levels were so low that

          21        nobody noticed; is that what you said?  Because

          22        what I wanted to bring up is maybe a couple

          23        weeks ago, Thursday, probably between 11:00 --

          24        I was working from home between 11:00 and 2:00,

          25        and there were a series of booms that I heard,
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           1        and I wasn't home alone.  My mom was at the

           2        house with me and my daughter, and the first

           3        time I heard it she -- my daughter was outside

           4        at the pool, so she ran into the house because

           5        she was so scared, she is like two-years-old.

           6        I thought there is construction going on --

           7             GREG WILLIAMS:  Was this a few days ago,

           8        like in the last two or three weeks?

           9             DAVID (?):  Yes, in the last two weeks.

          10             GREG WILLIAMS:  There is a construction

          11        site.  If you come out the BP and turn right,

          12        they just cleared a lot of the land there.

          13        There was -- we have never done any more than

          14        one at a time.  There has never been a series

          15        of them.  Probably, is it, Troy, but they

          16        have -- you can look.  They cleared the whole

          17        property.  They had a bunch of heavy equipment

          18        on there, and we have had some guys say the

          19        same thing.  It even came over our radio

          20        asking, but we have done -- that is on your

          21        west side away from us.  We have never done

          22        anything more than once, one detonation.  There

          23        has never been multiple to date.  On the dump

          24        trucks maybe, the tailgates.

          25             DAVID (?):  This was not on a tailgate.
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           1        The first time I heard it I thought it was

           2        construction related, or maybe a crane fell or

           3        something, it was that loud, but then five or

           4        six minutes later there was another one.

           5             GREG WILLIAMS:  No, not us.  100 percent

           6        mid-day, 11:59 maybe, we put people at the

           7        closest point, and they are -- we have a radio,

           8        and none of them reported even hearing it.  The

           9        loudest thing that we have heard -- that I have

          10        heard personally -- is the trucks coming around

          11        478 on to 528 because it's so tight there, the

          12        tires are blowing, you hear the big bang and

          13        flap, flap, flap, as a shredded tire, but

          14        nothing multiple.

          15             DAVID (?):  I realize you have to do what

          16        you have to do, but what I want to bring up is

          17        if you know you are going to have explosions

          18        there and things like that, I think you should

          19        notify us maybe a week ahead because there is

          20        all kinds of things going on in the world, and

          21        people are aware, so at least they are not

          22        scared.

          23             GREG WILLIAMS:  Most of the ones we are

          24        doing is in 4-foot of sand.  There is -- at the

          25        moment, they have been small.  If there is
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           1        something that is larger, it will be -- we

           2        talked to the bomb squad.  We talked to the

           3        airport.  And, you know, we -- sometimes we

           4        will find it the day before, if it comes up on

           5        a Thursday, if there is something that's going

           6        to be loud and whatever, but I can assure you

           7        multiple was not us.

           8             You can see the heavy equipment that's out

           9        there now.  It's on the west side of Narcoossee

          10        Road just north of the BP, there is a large

          11        worksite, and that's where we think it came

          12        from.

          13             DAVID (?):  Thank you.

          14             HUBERT FARBES:  What Greg is saying, I

          15        should say, everyone should be aware that the

          16        VCO contains a prescribed exercise and process,

          17        a set of notifications are required before any

          18        explosions are undertaken, and the process for

          19        securing the explosion impact, you know,

          20        insulating it, making it relatively soundless,

          21        that process is prescribed in the VCO, so what

          22        you describe -- and certainly you heard what

          23        you heard, but what you described couldn't

          24        occur under the VCO process, just as Greg said.

          25             That's enough, Greg.  I think we did what
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           1        we need to do.

           2             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?

           3             JOHN DALEY:  John Daley, resident and HOA

           4        board member.

           5             I am a little unclear as to the VCO

           6        requirements for holding this meeting.  You

           7        mentioned that is a hearing one point.  You

           8        used the term hearing.  I heard meeting, and

           9        the handout actually says panel discussion.  I

          10        just want to be clear as to all of the

          11        requirements for the VCO.  Is it called a

          12        hearing in this venue or just a meeting?

          13             HUBERT FARBES:  You can look inside the

          14        VCO, there is a community information and

          15        communication plan, a public communication

          16        plan.  That plan is what prescribes these

          17        meetings, and the requirement of FDEP wasn't

          18        what we proposed, but they require that every

          19        time we commenced work in another area we have

          20        an update and information session, and that's

          21        what this is.

          22             JOHN DALEY:  Great.  Thank you.  I

          23        appreciate it.

          24             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?

          25             MALE SPEAKER:  (Inaudible.)
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           1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  On the website, you

           2        will be notified if there is any major

           3        explosion that will cause a loud noise.

           4        Otherwise, you are probably not going to hear

           5        it because, as Greg said, most ordnances found

           6        are smaller and it will be exploded or disposed

           7        of under four meters of sand.  But any major

           8        event will obviously explained well in advance

           9        for you so that no one is afraid.  We

          10        understand in this day and age, a lot of loud

          11        noises tend to scare people.

          12             MR. CROSSLEY:  There will be implosion on

          13        Thursday at noon.  We have site ohmmeters on

          14        all the corners to make sure the homes don't

          15        get -- we verify the homes don't get rattled,

          16        and then, of course, the deviation of

          17        interested government agencies are notified by

          18        radio prior to commencing.

          19             JOHN DALY:  Would you identify yourself

          20        for us?

          21             MR. BROCK:  I am Rich Brock.  I represent

          22        the owner of the property.

          23             LISA AYERS:  Are we going to hear from the

          24        environmental protection agency?

          25             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  We actually don't have
�
                                                                     50



           1        the EPA here, but we do have the FDEP.

           2             LISA FRANK:  I am Lisa Frank with the

           3        FDEP.  Your question originally, did they do

           4        enough mitigation or follow the rules?  We have

           5        rules in place that regulate this type of

           6        activity, and they did follow the rules.  They

           7        have a mitigation plan in place to offset the

           8        impacts.  So we are using a mitigation bank,

           9        which is a very common practice.  I am not sure

          10        what other questions you have, but they did

          11        follow the rules.  They did exactly what we

          12        asked them to do.

          13             LISA AYERS:  I understand that, and I can

          14        take it up with the Florida -- wherever you are

          15        from -- Environmental Protection.  That was the

          16        title of your agency, Environmental Protection.

          17        When I look up there and see all those wetlands

          18        and your agency is allowing a 4,300-project

          19        home in there, it is not right.

          20             LISA FRANK:  I will stop you there.  Our

          21        agency will not be the permitting agency for

          22        that subdivision.  We have nothing to do with

          23        that.

          24             LISA AYERS:  It is your agency's

          25        responsibility to the citizens of Florida --
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           1        residents of Florida -- is to protect us --

           2        protect our aquifer, and you are failing.

           3             LISA FRANK:  Well, the subdivision is a

           4        separate issue, and it won't be permitted by

           5        FDEP.  It is the Water Management District.

           6             LISA AYERS:  So who should we write to

           7        about this?  Who is protecting the people that

           8        live in Florida?

           9             LISA FRANK:  You can talk to Water

          10        Management District.

          11             LISA AYERS:  You know, as well as I do,

          12        that this is drainage system for the Florida

          13        aquifer, and when you fill it all in...

          14             LISA FRANK:  That's a separate issue from

          15        what we are talking about today.

          16             LISA AYERS:  Yeah, not really.

          17             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of DEP,

          18        waste cleanup in Tallahassee, and my name is on

          19        the Voluntary Cleanup Order.  So you are all

          20        welcome to e-mail me and respond to me.

          21             And like Lisa said before, our job is to

          22        enforce and follow state rules and regulations

          23        and the federal rules and regulations.

          24             LISA AYERS:  As I read the rules, when I

          25        go in, and I read the federal and state laws
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           1        and rules on that, the law states that there

           2        will be no relocation of wetlands, that

           3        wetlands are protected, according to the laws,

           4        and I am really confused as to what the State

           5        of Florida is doing to protect their wetlands.

           6        This is very sensitive land, and it just seems

           7        to be sold down the road to developers, and

           8        it's being allowed to happen all over Florida.

           9        So, I mean, you have got to know that.  I mean,

          10        really.  I feel very sad for our state.

          11             HUBERT FARBES:  And let me just

          12        emphasize --

          13             LISA AYERS:  But, again, this is off topic

          14        for what you guys are here for.

          15             HUBERT FARBES:  Let me just emphasize to

          16        you.  This is about remediation of the site.  I

          17        understand there are many people in this

          18        neighborhood that are objecting to an ultimate

          19        development plan, but there is no plan for

          20        development that's been approved.  When the

          21        time comes, all of you should express your

          22        opinions about what the development should be,

          23        but this is cleaning up the land.

          24             LISA AYERS:  I understand what you are

          25        saying.  I just never realized -- I knew there
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           1        were wetlands out there, but I have never seen

           2        a map that showed how much of it was wetlands.

           3        It just -- like I said, I feel like crying

           4        right now.

           5             HUBERT FARBES:  Well, this is -- perhaps,

           6        I didn't introduce it completely.  It is

           7        certainly in the VCO, this is a 1,500-odd acre

           8        parcel that has been undisturbed, other than

           9        the military ordnance disturbance, since World

          10        War II, so nothing has happened there, but it's

          11        privately owned.  So there is a process for the

          12        private owner to utilize their private land,

          13        and what has happened in this parcel is that

          14        the local government has made it clear -- and

          15        that's why we had to go to the State of Florida

          16        first -- the private owner can't utilize the

          17        land until it is remediated of the ordnance,

          18        and that's the focus for these public

          19        proceedings and this series of public updates

          20        that we are going to have.

          21             Any other questions?

          22             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Let me just say one

          23        other thing in regard to that, which is you

          24        should think about this in term of ordnance

          25        being pollution itself, and there have been
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           1        many instances around the country -- and I am

           2        sure you have been able to find where it is not

           3        imaginary, children and people lose hands, lose

           4        limbs, lose lives, lose all sorts of things, so

           5        this ordnance in and of itself is dangerous,

           6        and would have to be cleared at some point.

           7             LISA AYERS:  We all understand that.  We

           8        all bought land that was contaminated with no

           9        cleanup and was told after the fact, that's why

          10        we are --

          11             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I am just asking you

          12        to look at it in a different light, which is

          13        that we need to get this stuff out of the

          14        ground.  It's been 70 years plus since World

          15        War II.  The people who owned the land didn't

          16        really have a choice.  The Government said we

          17        are taking it.  It's all around the country,

          18        and now our country has grown in such a way and

          19        cities have grown in such a way that we are

          20        expanding out into the point where those

          21        bombing ranges and practice ranges were.

          22             LISA AYERS:  There is a lot of land that

          23        is not contaminated that they can do their

          24        thing on.  But, again, that is not what this is

          25        about.
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           1             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Right.  And it is

           2        ultimately we don't want that land in the

           3        middle of our cities that have contamination.

           4             Do you have another question?

           5             YVELINE DELVILLAR:  Just a point, I think

           6        that it should be out of law that someone who

           7        owns property where the Government puts on

           8        bombs and all these to be able to sell these

           9        lands to make profit, and only -- the

          10        Government only should be able to buy this land

          11        and keep the land because the land is already

          12        contaminated by their own bombing and all this,

          13        so that's my point because I am sad also.  You

          14        are sad of the wetland.  I am sad that people

          15        are going to live where there are bombs, and we

          16        never know.

          17             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  I can assure you when

          18        this process is done, the land will be safe.

          19             JOHN DALEY:  Two additional questions.

          20        One, you mentioned about the City's role with

          21        the planning piece of this, was the City

          22        invited to tonight's meeting?

          23             HUBERT FARBES:  Yes, we regularly notify

          24        the public -- the local public officials.

          25             JOHN DALY:  Would like to see a list of
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           1        who was actually invited from the City to

           2        attend tonight's meeting, so I can contact them

           3        directly.  I appreciate that.  I don't expect

           4        you know who that is now, unless you do.

           5             HUBERT FARBES:  I don't know who that is

           6        now, but we do have a list.

           7             JOHN DALEY:  So if you will provide that

           8        list, I would appreciate it, and I will share

           9        it with the board.

          10             The second question is back to FDEP, our

          11        last meeting you were sitting back over here

          12        and indicated that there is nobody on staff

          13        that had experience in dealing with unexploded

          14        ordnance, despite the fact that you are

          15        responsible for overseeing the regulatory

          16        aspects of that.  Can you explain to our

          17        residents what you have done -- FDEP, not

          18        you -- personally what FDEP has done since that

          19        last meeting to address that particular issue

          20        of not having the expertise to provide adequate

          21        oversight of this process?

          22             PETER CORNAIS:  Peter Cornais of the FDEP.

          23        So my group does regulate federal facilities,

          24        as well, in addition to this site, so we do

          25        have expertise in-house to evaluate the Navy,
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           1        Air Force, Army Corps and this specific site.

           2        We also have hired a subcontractor that has

           3        detailed expertise.  In fact, they do this sort

           4        of work.  I have personally been onsite with

           5        them to review the work being done.

           6             JOHN DALEY:  Who is the subcontractor?

           7             PETER CORNAIS:  I think it is ISSI.

           8             JOHN DALEY:  Thank you.  I appreciate

           9        that.

          10             MARTHA FITZGERALD:  Anyone else?

          11             HUBERT FARBES:  All right.  We appreciate

          12        your time and attention.  And as we have

          13        indicated, there will be another public update

          14        session at a time that we will designate in the

          15        future, and there will be the same notice you

          16        received for this session.  Thank you.

          17             (Time ended 7:20 p.m.)
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